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Peso falls to 53.71 to $ 


Dealers see T GMA meets 
currency Xp. secretly with . 
testing P54 —= c opposition 
level today — —w l senators 


BY JULIET L. JAVELLANA 
By CLARISSA S. BATINO UNBEKNOWNST to the media and 
the public, President Macapagal- 
THE PESO yesterday fell to 2 a s priv 


d l Arroyo has held “private meetings” 
its lowest level since Vice with opposition- Senators Panfilo 


President Gloria-Macapagal Lacson and Edgardo Angara, 
Arroyo took over the presi- This is a healing presidency 
dence in January, dosing at What the President wants now is 
ony » g for the nation to stop all this bick- 
53.71 to the US dollar. cring, all this politicking, in order 
Dealers said the peso-ended to move forward because we are 
sharply weaker from 53.17 the pre- really underestimating the impact 
vious trading day, dragged down of the downturn of the world 
by domestic concerns, including the economy,” her spokesperson 
ballooning budget deficit and the Rigoberto Tiglao said yesterday. 
military offensive against the Abu “Our need to move forward and 
Sayyaf kidnappers in Basilan. implement economic initiatives is 
‘Losses in other Asian currencies really great,” he said. 
triggered by concern over the fall- ‘Tiglao confirmed that the Presi- 
out from Argentina’s escalating dent had dinner with Lacson last 
debt crisis also weighed heavily on Wednesday in Malacaiiang, during. 
the peso. 


which the controversial ex-chief of 
"The peso traded between 53.28 the Philippine National Police al- 
to 53.71 against the dollar on a legedly sought reconciliation. 
weighted average of 53.503. Vol- According to Tiglao, Lacson 
ume at the Philippine Dealing Sys- asked for the meeting. 
tem remained light at $50.4 mil- “It was actually a private meeting, 
lion, but slightly higher from $46 "ITS AHORRIFYING experience for me,” says Osin Abducarim (in white shirt), Basilan Electric Cooperative board president, who with Abdulgani and the President felt that she couldn't 
million on Friday. Abbas, barangay chair of Tabuk, Isabela (above), was arrested and brought to Zamboanga City with some of the 34 other suspects (below). tum down the invitation... because 
A senior dealer at a local bank the signal being sent by incoming 


said the day's moderate volume re- s Senator Lacson is that he would 

ma TET ai u suspects charged In court asioivat 

the market. want to cooperate with the legisla- 
“If you take into consideration " tive agenda of this government," 

the regional weakness, the Argens BY MICHAEL LIM UBAC, 1 f Tiglao said. 

tina crisis and the unresolved situa- JULIE ALIPALA-INOT But in a news conference yester- 

tion down South, it doesn’t really AND JULIET L. JAVELLANA day, Lacson differed on two points: 

help investor confidence. We won't GMA/ A13. 

be seeing dollar inflows,” the dealer THE DEPARTMENT of Justice yesterday 

said. filed charges ranging from kidnapping with 


tency welche sid they ex anon ilegal possession of Rcs and Ani to press 


pected the tight supply of dollars drugs against 34 suspected Abu Sayyaf mem- 


on the spot market to continue pres- bers and supporters. 4 1 r d i 
Ripe d At pee conference at the DOJ offices eath penalty 
“We still think the peso may in Manila, Justice Secretary Hernando Perez z i > 
have room to weaken. The market said the charges were filed with the JE 1 for Estrada 
will test 54 to the dollar, since it's Zamboanga City Regional Trial Court. He 
almost there,” a dealer said. also tried to allay fears of rights abuse, say- S à 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi ing: "We welcome the efforts of the Com- By MICHAEL Lim UBAC, 
Governor Rafael Buenaventura ac- mission on Human Rights to protect the rights £ 3 à JULIET L. JAVELLANA 
PESO/A12 ^ ofthe people. The CHR should go there to. f: AND DONNA S. CUETO 
protect the rights of the civilians." A 
Palace tells Perez said the 34 people charged were ? THE OMBUDSMAN, the chief 
arrested on July 13-15—six in Zamboanga prosecutor in the plunder case 
. City and 28 in Basilan—in the course of the against Joseph Estrada, said yester- 
-— : igi pi M 
unions: GO tO o: government crackdown on Abu Sey that ie oid pies Jor e 
sme Lorie eee = mani vital bd rS 
wage boards — sis tst one was enn became of & : MEAE ied suet 
insufficient evidence. Only three of the 29 - ment that she would theoretical]: 
ly 
By JULIET L. JAVELLANA, es ancl shield "mes í 5 3 commute Estrada's death sentence 
CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA n A = W incase of conviction, 
Powe ty ts wee. TY f death k : d Sube d i Ra pde 
En224: Time of death key to Aussie murder case s 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo into sup- imposition of the death sentence. 
red weit DI DONA Z-EAZDNGÓN some time between 5 and 8p.m.on ported the story differently, saying July 13, were faxed by the Philip. — "T will press for the maximum 


i July 10, the day of the brutal mur- only that police believe that Sef pine Embassy in Canberra to the penalty of death if evidence of ag- 
M r paee A apee 30^ DETECTIVES believethat the time ders, “all four Tay embers, in- joined his friends in the city around Department of Foreign Affairs yes- gravating circumstances will be ad- 
pes "ien ba e Ric Pires X of death of Austalian-Filipino law- cluding surviving son SefGonzales 8 p.m. and arrived home around terday. mitted by the court,” he said. 
uter fi Neos ‘aus boards to de. Yer Teddy Gonzales, his wife and were together in their North Ryde midnight to find his parents dead. | Neither report said thal Sef, who Responding to a hypothetical 
serine! ge s their daughter may hold the key to home” in Sydney, according to a ‘The Canberra Times made no is undergoing counseling alter the question, the President told Japa- 
mie, y really believe a wage S21 the multiple murder case, faxed copy of a news clipping from mention of the detenive ‘saying that trauma of losing his family, was nese journalists Inst week that she 
fie thoddl beth Pigh aad. Me two Australian newspapers reported The Australian. Sef, a 20-year-old law student, being considered a suspect in the would not pardon Estrada, but 
igh and they — over the weekend. ‘But The Canberra Times, which might have been home beforehand. case. might “commute the death sentence 
PALACE/AI3 Police reportedly believe that interviewed the same detective, re- Copies of the articles, both dated AUSSIE/ A12 ANI AI 


Jesuits say they're Ador's handlers 


BY CHRISTINE HERRERA said that he was prompted to makea "Ador was looking for a secure place 
publit statement to “set the record where he, his wife and two young kids 
THE JESUITS of Ateneo de Manila straight” and to dispel Sen. Panfilo could stay as he was about to make a 
University harbored Angelo Mawanay Lacson Jr.'s allegation that Col. Victor confession about his alleged involve- 
alias “Ador,” an alleged civilian agent Corpus, Isafp chief, was the “handler” ment in some criminal activities that 
of the disbanded Presidential Anti-Or- of Mawanay. would implicate some high ranking 
‘ganized Crime Task Force (PAOCTF),  Mawanay came out in the open to people,” Calung said in a news confer- 
for four days before he was placed in expose the alleged involvement of ence al the Ateneo. 
the protective custody of the Intelli- Lacson, former PAOCTF and Philippine The priest said it was Arnold Clavio 
gence Service of the Armed Forces of National Police chief, in criminal activi- of GMA 7 who brought Mawanay to the 
the Philippines (Isafp). ties such as kidnap for ransom, murder, Jesuits on June 26. 
Fr. Carmelo Caluag If, SJ, yesterday smuggling and drug trafficking. 


DENNISSABANGAN 


“I DON'T know if his allegations 
are true or not but what moved me 
was Ador's two kids,” explains 
Fr. Carmelo Caluag ll S.J. during a 
press conference on Monday with 
Angelo 'Ador" Mawanay. 
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SENATE PRESIDENCY 


Joker speaks up, 
says PPC will rule 


WITH less than one week to go before 
the opening of the 12th Congress, neo- 
phyte Sen. Joker Arroyo expressed 
confidence the ruling People Power 
Coalition has the numbers and the 
“moral high ground” to win the Sen- 
ate presidency. 

After weeks of silence over the Senate lead- 
ership issue, Arroyo said yesterday his bloc, 
composed mainly of former congressmen who 
ran and won as senators under the PPC banner, 
was taking an active role in the election of the 
next Senate president. 

“(it's) the need to preserve the unity, 
purity and advocacy of the new politics by 
the PPC,” Arroyo said, by way of explain- 
ing why he and neophyte Senators Manny 
Villar, Ralph Recto and Francis Pangilinan 
have banded together. 

Arroyo, whose candidacy for Senate presi- 
dent is being vigorously pushed by the bloc, 
debunked the tradition of first-termers not be- 
ing elected to the top post or given the chair- 
manships of leading Senate committees. 

He said 17 of the 37 committees are cur- 
rently headed by Senate first-termers who were. 
elected in 1998. 
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He said incumbent Senate President 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr., who was reelected to 
the chamber in 1998, held its top post in his 
first term. 
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He said all the known contenders for the 
Senate presidency have approached his group. 

He also confirmed an Inquirer report that 
the newcomers” bloc was talking to the group 
of Lakas-NUCD senators led by Renato 
Cayetano about forging an alliance to win 
the Senate presidency. 

Cayetano is joined in Lakas by Senators Loren 
Legarda, Juan Flavier and Robert Barbers. 

‘An Inquirer source said earlier the two blocs 
were counting on Senators Serge Osmeña III 
and Ramon Magsaysay Jr. to join, thus bringing 
their group's number to 10 senators. 

‘Senators Pimentel and Franklin Drilon, who 
are both also aspiring to the Senate presidency, 
complete the 12 senators belonging to the PPC 
in the Senate. 

To win the Senate presidency, a candidate 
‘must gamer 13 votes from the 24-member body. 

At the same time, Arroyo allayed fears the 
opposition led by Sen. Edgardo Angara will win 
the Senate leadership. Opposition senators were 
reported to have 11 votes so far. 

“The opposition will not win the Senate 
presidency because we (PPC) have both t 
numbers and the high moral ground," 
Arroyo said. 

"The high moral ground" was apparently 
an oblique reference to the PnM's associa- 
tion with deposed President Joseph Estrada 
who is facing plunder, graft, perjury and other 
cases before the courts. 


Joe de V denies 
he made promises 


By ROCKY NAZARENO 


REP. Jose de Venecia (Lakas, 
Pangasinan) yesterday denied he 
had promised committee chairman- 
ships to congressmen in exchange 
for their votes for the speakership 
of the House of Representatives. 

“What we are doing is evalu- 
ating the members of the 12th 
Congress to see who would be 
the most capable to head the com- 
mittces,” De Venecia said. 

For this purpose, he said, he has 
created a panel composed of Lakas 
Representatives Robert Ace Bar- 
bers, Juan Miguel Zubiri, Joey 
Salceda and Rolando Andaya to 
screen the candidates for committee 
chairmanships. 

De Venecia took exception to 
a statement made by Tarlac Rep. 
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino lll, 
an Abad supporter, that he (De 
Venecia) had promised juicy 
committee chairmanships to con- 
gressmen in exchange for their 
votes for the speakership. 

Salceda said it was the commit- 
tee selection panel that would “sys- 
tematicaly farm out leadership po- 
sitions in the various committees 
based on track records, expertise, 
committee balance, lack of con- 
flict of interest and seniority.” 

Meantime, De Venecia, who 
claims to have the numbers to 
clinch the leadership of the House, 
revealed the party affiliations of 
the 183 congressmen who have 
pledged to support his bid. 

He said of the 87 Lakas mem- 


DE VENECIA 


bers in the House, 85 are behind 
him. Only Las Pifias Rep. Cynthia 
Villar and Antique Rep. Exequiel 
Javier have opted to support his 
chief rival, Rep. Florencio Abad 
(LP, Batanes), he added. 

He said ali 48 House mem- 
bers belonging to the Nationalist 
People’s Coalition have pledged 
to back him. 

Added to this, he said, are the 
seven votes from the Liberal 
Party, eight from the Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino, two 
from Aksyon Demokratiko, two 
from Promdi, three from 
Reporma, five from Alayon, two 
from the Nacionalista Party and 
‘one from the Magdalo Party. 

He said the rest of the votes 
would come from the independ- 
ent, socialist party and party-list 
congressmen, 


Bishops for absentee voting RICOH COPIERS 


THE CATHOLIC Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines yesterday asked Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to make the pro- 
posal on absentee voting one of the pri- 
ority bills of the administration when 
the 12th Congress convenes next week. 
In a letter sent to President Maca- 
sl, Bishop Ramon Arguelles chal- 
lenged the administration to certify the 
proposed law as urgent and “truly rec- 
‘ognize the economic saviors and the 


section yesterday, Phil 


families they have left behind.” 

"It has been 14 years since the first 
clamor for approval by Congress of ab- 
sentee voting as proposed in two bills— 
House Bill No, 10720 and Senate Bill 
1746, which grants Filipinos overseas 
the exercise of their political right,” 
Arguelles said. 

“However, up to the last Congress, 
legislators have failed to pass the bill,” 
the bishop said. 
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pine Registry.com Inc., and 
not "PhilRegister.com", is the correct first and only 
ICANN-accredited Filipino company to offer domain 
name registry services for the new global Top-Level Do- 
main (gL TD) —.biz. We are furnishing our readers likewise 
with the correct URL of Philippine Registry.com Inc. — 
www li 
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Mike confirms meeting with cousin Greggy 


FIRST Gentleman Mike Arroyo con- 
firmed yesterday he had met Greggy 
Araneta at a popular hotel bar more 
than a month ago, but denied that they 
talked about the Marcos ill-gotten 
wealth case. 

In a radio interview, Arroyo said 
Araneta was a relative of his. “Actually, 
Greggy is my second cousin and that night 
our other cousins were also there, just 
relaxing,” the President's husband said. 


No oil price 


just 


says Raul Concepcion 


By RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


‘AMID insistent public demand for fare and wage 
increases, businessman Raul T. Concepcion, who 
chairs the Consumer and Oil Price Watch, yesterday 
said there would be no increase in petroleum prod- 
uct prices later this month. 

"The 18- to 25-centavo-per-liter oil price hike 
scheduled for July 23 will not push through,” he said. 

Concepcion said the break came about because 
of major oil producer Iraq's decision to resume crude 
oil production and the lower-than-expected demand 
in the United States this summer because of the 
economic slawdown there. 

As of July 13, the average crude oil price went 
down by $1.83 to $23.82 per barrel from $25.65 per 
barrel a month ago, Concepcion said. 

In the same period, the peso depreciated by P1.37 
to an average of 52.94 to the US dollar, from 51.97 
last month. 

A television news report last Thursday said oil. 
prices would be expected to increase by 50 to 60 
centavos per liter either in the last week of July or 
the first week of August. 

But Reynaldo Gamboa, Pilipinas Shell vice presi- 
dent, denied the report saying it was mere speculation. 

"We are still watching carefully the developments 
in the market, and we see that crude prices have 
stabilized,” Gamboa said in a telephone interview 
Jast Friday. 

But he also noted the “dive of the peso” in the 
past few weeks. 
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‘Asked what they discussed, Arroyo 
replied, “Nothing. What could we talk 
about when it was very noisy at 
Conway's. We were just drinking, I was 


Conway's is a popular watering hole 
of the elite at the Shangri-La Hotel in 
Makati. The Inquirer had reported that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and the 
First Gentleman had been seen in a hud- 
dle with Araneta at the bar on two oc- 


casions—once in May and again last 
June. 

Arroyo, however, did not say in the 
radio interview if the President was 
present on those occasions. 

Former solicitor general Frank Chavez 
had said in a TV interview that five busi- 


youngest daughter of the late strongman 
Ferdinand Marcos. The Araneta couple was 
recently investigated by Swiss and Ger- 
man authorities after they allegedly at- 
tempted to transfer suspected ill-gotten 
funds from Switzerland to German 

The investigation was closed, how- 


relaxing.” 
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nessmen claimed to have seen Ms 
Macapagal, her husband and Araneta in 
a huddle at Conway's. 

Araneta is married to Irene Marcos, 


ever, after German officials said the 
two did not break any of their laws 
since the money transfer was not con- 
summated. Juliet L. Javellana 
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Gamboa said that as a rule of thumb, oil prices 
would increase by 16 centavos per liter for every 
peso depreciation. 

He also said that an increase of $1 per barrel of 
crude would trigger a hike of 33 centavos per liter in 
domestic oil prices. 

But he added that the rule was subject to change. 

Pilipinas Shell led the last round of price in- 
creases by 37 centavos per liter on July 1. 

Concepcion last month warned that the combined 
effects of increases in the prices of petroleum prod- 
ucts and other basic commodities would aggravate 
the decline of the Philippine economy. 

He called for greater transparency from the oil 
companies which, he said 
following the principle of “direct cost recovery” in 
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Scoring against sanctions 


Iraq marks 33" National Day 


THE Republic of iraq marks its 33" 
National Day Tuesday (July 17) tri- 
umphant over its defiance against 
new American and British propos- 
als that would tighten the screws 
on the country's economic activi- 
ties in exchange for the entry of more 
consumer commodities into the 
country, which has been under se- 
sanctions imposed 
by the United Nations Security 
Council for the past 1! years. 

The UN Security Council, how- 
ever, has recently put off indefinitely 
the vote on the proposals after en- 
countering stiff opposition from Iraq 
and its allies, 

The American plot has col- 
lapsed. The collapse is a victory for 
the will of our Arab people.” de- 
clared Naji Sabri al-Hadithi, Iraq's 
minister of state for foreign affairs 

Earlier, in protest against the 
sanctions, Irag halted oil shipments 
abroad, resulting in the increase of 
international crude prices. But Iraq 
is expected to resume shipments af- 
ter the US-UK proposal has been 
shelved by the UN Security Coun- 
cil. Iraq contributes about two mil- 
ion barrels a day in the international 
oil market, 

Called “smart sanctions” by its 
‘American and British proponents, 
the draft resolution allows all civil- 
ian goods into Iraq under the oil- 
for-food program. However, the pro- 
posals also expand the list of so- 
called "dual-use" items. which would 
effectively curtail all efforts at bring- 
ing back the badly battered Iraqi 
economy to its feet. 

For more apples and oranges and 
other consumer goods, the resolu- 
tion clamps down on the flow of oil 
money into the Iraqi economy. It 
also bans the entry of civilian items 
that "may be used for military pur- 
poses" These include mining and. 
drilling equipment: tubes used in oil 
wells: communication equipment; 
high speed computers; trucks and 
trailers of more than 30 tons capac- 
ity: gravity meters: explosive charges 
specially made foccilwelldriling.among. 
many others. 

"Our people call it stupid sanc- 


Republic of Iraq President Saddam Hussein: steadtast 


against new sanctions. 


ions';" said Dr. Salah Noori Al- 
Samarmad, Iraqi ambassador to the 
Philippines. "The proposal is to to- 
tally disable Iraq from survival as a 
sovereign country, and puts us com- 
pletely under the gun of the Ameri- 
cans and the British." he added. 
According to him, the proposal 
infringes on the sovereignty not 
only of Iraq but also of countries 
that import oil from-lrag. He ex- 
plained that the new proposals pro- 
vide that countries buying Iraqi oil 
should allow UN inspectors in their 


territories to monitor 
inter-state trade with 
Inq 
Samarmad also 
Said Iraq is disallowed 
from using funds 
raised from oil sales in. 
buying goods 
services locally. 
are only allowed to 
use the funds if we 
buy from foreign com- 
panies, thus our local 
industries and enter- 
prises will further suf- 
fer all the more,” he 
said. 

Iraqi leaders led by 
President Saddam 
Hussein strongly 
condemned the pro- 
posal, and threatened 
that iraq altogether 
desists from partici- 
pating in the oil-for- 
food program, the 

sanctions regime that allows the 
country to sell its oil to purchase 
food, medicine and other non-mili- 
tary commodities. 

Being a major oil producer, the 
withdrawal of Iraq from the program 
‘would result in lesser oil in the world 
‘market, and thus higher fuel prices. 

“We will reject the so-called 
‘smart sanctions, which are more stu- 
pid than their predecessors, just as 
we did when rejecting all that could 
encroach upon Iraq's dignity, honor, 
independence and the meanings it 
has fought for throughout history.” 
President Hussein said during a 
cabinet meeting last May. 

He described the plan as "a kick 
of a dying mule which we shoul 
beware of, but it will miss its target, 
God willing.” 

Iraq's Deputy Prime Ministerand 
Acting Foreign Minister Tarq Azi 
for his part said: "The United States, 
having realized that the embargo is 
falling apart, has resorted to the 
smart sanctions ploy with the spe- 
cific aim of regaining control of the 
region's affairs and imposing its will 
at the expense ofthe imerests of all par- 
ties and fiends dealing with Iraq." 


“All that has been said to the ef- 
fect that the plan will ease Iraqi 
people's suffering is a sheer lie. In 
all its attempts, the US administra- 
tion has one aim in mind, to deny 
Iraq access to many equipment and 
items that may contribute to the 
country's advancement and sustain 
local industry.” he added. 

Information Minister 
Mohammed Sa'eed as-Sahaf also 
noted that "the new sanctions plan 
is inapplicable, because it is based 
on a hypothesis opposite to realit 
which is twisting the arm or arms of 
states neighboring Iraq, in other 
words, blackmailing them into ap- 
plying monitoring systems seriously 
violating their sovereignty and inter" 
ests.” 

Elsewhere, the proposal also 
drew widespread condemnation 
from human rights groups and Iraq 
allies. Denis Halliday and Hans von 
Sponeck, who were both coordina- 
tors of the UN oil-for-food program 
but resigned one after the other in 
protest over the sanctions, issued a 
joint statement opposing the so- 
called "smart sanctions." The two 
said that the removal of the sanc- 
tions on Irag is the only way to ter- 
minate the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

Inthe Philippines. the Philippine- 
Iraq Friendship Association (PIFA) 
described the new sanctions as "a 
repackaging of death.” In a state- 
ment signed by its executive direc- 
tor, Danilo de Austria Consumido, 
the PIFA likened the new proposed 
sanctions regime to the “smart 
bomb" that was widely used during 
the Gulf War. 

“Making a bomb and economic 
sanctions as namesakes makes sense, 
inaway. Both kill, The factis, the later 


is far more lethal. The economic sanc- f 


tions have already killed about wo mil- 
Tonciviliansin Iray. mosty childrenand 
the elderly, during the past 11 years, 
the group said. 

“The new sanctions are like, as 
in America’s favorite fairy tale "The 
Sleeping Beauty." the proposition of 
the witch for her poisonous apple.’ 
PIFA declared. 


1 HAVE had about half a dozen 
glasses of tea already. So! 
politely waved away the offer for 
another glass. The young man, 
probably about 30 years old, who 
made the offer smiled and gently 
shoved the glass towards me and 
said something in Arabic. 

1 looked at my interpreter and 
waited fora translation. "Part of our 
hospitality.” the interpreter said. 
Then the young man said something 
again. 

“In better times, 1 would have 
slaughtered a sheep for you.” s 
said the young man, according to 
the interpreter. 

7ln better times.” I repeated in 
my mind. 

T was in the urban poor area in 
the heart of Baghdad. | had trav- 
eled to Iraq on my own in late Octo- 
ber last year to validate the reports 
of widespread suffering in Iraq un- 
der sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations since the end of the. 
Gulf War. ostensibly as punishment 
for Iraq for instigating the war. The 
sanctions have been described as 
the most comprehensive ever that 
was imposed on any country by the 
UN. A UN official described the 
sanctions as “apocalyptic.” 

According to Iraqi offici 
about two million Iraqis. mostly chil 


THE conveyor belt theory that economic. 
pressure wil produce political change 
has once again proved to be faise. A 
Change in government has not taken 
place but the conditions of life facing 
‘ivilan Iraq is today are desperate, far 
worse than what senior UN officials de- 
scribed already in 1991 as apocalyptic. 

At the end of World War I,a Marshall 
Plan came to the rescue of Europe after 
years of war. At the end of Operation 
Desert Storm in 1991 following the ear- 
lier Iran-Iraq war of eight years, Iraqis 
were sentenced fo the most compre- 
hensive sanctions ever extended by the 
international community to a country. Not 
suprising, the human costs ora de- 
cade of failure is horrendous. 

“Today iraq has the dubious distinc- 
tion of being the country with the high- 
est increase in child mortality during the 
period of 1990-99 of all the 188 coun- 
tes surveyed according to a UNICEF 
report released in December 2000. 

‘As two former Humanitarian Coor- 
dinators who have lived in iraq lor 
lengthy periods and who have had the 
rare opportunity to see conditions on 
the ground and Interact with Iraqi offi- 
ciais and normal citizens, we would tke 
to express our deep apprehension over 
the current UK-US proposals for a new 
international policy on iraq, 

‘What is proposed as an international 
Toad map for change seemingly sug- 
gesis a wel-surlaced international high- 
way to civilian recovery. The brutal ruth 
is that the road is full of potholes. 

The US Siate Deparment and the 
British Foreign Office must be aware 
that eventually the “true story” will come 
out just as in the cases of China and 
‘Vietnam. The tragedy is that twill come 


n 


The better times in Baghdad 


By Danilo de Austria Consumido 


dren and the elderly had died, be- 
cause of severe lack of food. medi- 
cine and other basic necessities. 
Earlier had visited a pediatric hos 

pital where babies and children sic 

with deadly diseases, leukemia in 
‘many eases, await their deaths. The 
doctors I have interviewed 
were both angry and helpless, com- 
plaining of lack of medicines and 
facilities to save the children. Yet, 
according to them. only alittle more 
than a decade earlier, their hospital 
had the best of equipment and medi- 
cines for children's illnesses. 

Not only are the hospitals lack- 
ing in equipment and supplies, said 
the doctors. Many of the hospitals. 
they said, had to be rebuilt after they 
were bombed during the war, along 
with all major government buildings, 
oil wells and refineries, factories, 
grain bins, schools and churches. 
The bombs dropped in Iraq were 
equivalent to 1.5 kilograms of explo- 
sives tor every Iraqi. 

Two of the bombs fell on the 
Ameriya shelter, a civilian anti-air 
raid shelter built by the Finns that 
was supposed to be bamb-proof, 


located in a residential area in the 
suburbs of Baghdad. The Ameri- 
cans first dropped a "spiral" bomb 
that bore a hole through almost two 
meters of solid concrete and metal. 
Five minutes later came the smart 
bomb that sailed through the hole 
created by the first bomb, and killed 
about 400 civilians inside, mostly 
‘women and children. 

The shelter has since been made 
into a museum of the gore of the 
war. with imprints of little hands and 
feet splattered on the concrete ceil- 
ings, and pictures of the victims on 
the walls. There was also a nega- 
tive-like impression on the wall, like 
a ghostly apparition, of a woman 
and her child who were vaporized 
during the bombing. 

The young man said he used to 
sell secondhand furniture, but busi- 
ness has been bad, and he suffers 
some kind of ailment in the neck that 
needs laser treatment. He said he 
needed 60,000 dinars for the treat- 
ment, equivalent to about US$30. 
Since the imposition of the sanc- 
tions, the exchange rate has been 
about 2.000 dinars toadoliar. Itused to 


A "new" Iraq policy: 


What about international law and compassion? 
By Hans von Sponeck and Dennis Halliday 


(Farmer chief coordinators for the UN fond-forcoil program in Iraq who both resigned in protest over the suffering caused by the sanctions.) 


too late for millions of Iraqis who wil 
have died or become permanent dsatied 
by seltserving and dishonest policies of 
others. 

‘Our fist concer is that the intema- 
tional community and the iraqi authori- 
ties do whatever is in their power to 
allow the restoration of genuine socio- 
‘economic normalcy and dignity ol e in. 
irag. 

"The proposals the UK has made to 
the UN Security Council wil, as pres- 
telly foreseen, not lead at all to a bet- 
erment of the human condiion in iraq 
‘An enlarged “green list” of items which 
‘can come into the country more freely 
‘does not constitute a removal of exter- 
nal restrictions on a normal civilian Mel 
Orly the ful iting of the economic em- 
bargo will contribute to this. 

What is proposed at this point in fact 
amounts to a tightening of the rope 
around the neck of the average Iraqi 
citizen. The question that needs an an- 
Swer is; how much does it cost lo run a 
nation, particularly a nation disabled by 
len years of sanctions? Whore should 
resource come trom for the mainte- 
nance of Iraqi roads, ports, bridges and 
railways? What about money lor the 
civil service, the payment of teachers, 
or for the üp-keep of hospitais and 
Schools? 

Sanctions regulations do not permit 
any funding for such purposes. Does 
this not putinto perspective the amounts 
‘of money the Iraqi government obtains 
in addition to the legal sale of oil? 

The proposed “ciilan-riendly” new 
policy for Iraq is tying to eliminate this 
Source of revenue. If succosshá, it wil 
depen, not lessen the sufteing o the aci 
people. 


US and UK representatives at the 
UN Security Counci argue that heir pro- 
posais are tantamount to iting most, it 
ot all, restrctons on the import of civi- 
ian goods. Consequently, any contin- 
ved suffering by the Iraqi people wil be 
on account of the government of 
Baghdad. 

"This is not only faise but malicious. 

A genuine international contnbulon. 
to ending the tragedy in Iraq will only 
come when the economic sanctions are 
ted. The status of a hand-out society 
wil only end when Iraq's economic en- 
gine is running again and when people 
have a chance to fend lor themselves, 
rather than waiting for the monthly food 
basket. 

Without foreign investment of finan- 
cial and human resources, this wil not 
happen nor will it happen as long as the 
Kag oil revenue is managed trom out- 

The so-called "new" sanction policy 
maintains the old bridgeheads of the 
‘current sanction regime: the ol escrow 
account remains wih the UN, market- 
based foreign investment in iraq wili not 
be allowed and an olf food programme 
slays in he hands of he UN. 

"The smell is of diluted wine In the 
‘same restricted botie. No reasonable 
person will want to drink R and the kagi 
government wil reluse to pay for. For 
the kag people win an immune system, 
whic Fas al bu disappeared, 1 wi bs 


Utimately, this circuitous approach 
in dealing with iraq is based on the pre- 
tension that iraq stl constitutes a mili- 
tary threat. The ant-lraq lobby has tried 
hard to suggest that major recent acts 
ol terrorism have an iraq connection. 


be a dinar to three American dollars. 

Better times were probably when. 
as the doctors in the pediatric hos- 
pital recalled. Iraq had the best state 
medical services among the Gulf 
countries. Iraq also claims to have 
the best education program in the 
Arab world, offering free education 
from, elementary to college. 
The best proof of this is the pro- 
liferation of PhD graduates even 
among minor government function- 
aries, and many double-degree col- 
lege graduates moonlighting as 
taxi drivers under the sanctions re- 
gime. 


Better times were probably when | 


there were no queues for food and 
rations, and there were no beggars 
in the streets. 

Or when the poets of Baghdad 
basked in their culture of more than 
7.000 years, which the Americans 
tried to erase by bombing ancient 
buildings, museums, mosques and 
churches and even what remains of 
the House of Abraham. Now the 
Iragi poets seethe in anger, their 
metaphors like poisoned arrows 
aimed at the infidels. 

THE YOUNG man smiled again 
when I reached for the slim glass 
containing the tea. It was still 
warm. 1 drank it in one gulp. It 
tasted mint. 1 felt better. 


No facts are offered. All this is de- 
signed to jusbly a policy of punishment 
ofa nation for having failed to gel rd of. 
Is leader. 

Iraq today is no longer a military 
"eat lo anyone. Inteligence agencies 
know this. "All the conjectures about 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq 
lack evidence. Wiliam Cohen was 
therelore right when he conveyed 10 
Incoming President Bush on 10 January 
That"raano longer poses a miltary eat 
to its neighbors. 

The new majority leader of the US 
House of Representatives, Tom Dasche, 
in taking about Middle East referred io 
the need for compromise. The comer- 
sione of such compromise has to be all 
parties accept the principle of dialogue. 
"The second round of taks between the 
UN Secretary General and an Iraq del- 
gation is an important siep towards a 
Tuller dialogue with the UN Security 
Conci. 

The US-UK governments have the 
positon papers presented by the Iraqi 
Foreign Minister A-Sahal to Secretary 
General Annan in February. A lul dia- 
logue must begin with a substantive, 
noi political reaction by the UN Security 
Council to these papers. This wouid 
sel the stage lor a review of all out- 
Standing matters lor missing POWs 10 
compensation payments and dsama- 
meni. 

f there is an honest concern for the 
welfare of the Iraqi people, then there 
‘must also be a sense of urgency in tnd- 
ing a humane way out of the present 
political cul-de-sac. Let not hate bul 
Sympathy for a human catastrophe be 
the guide for he nex! stops. 


Despite embargi 


Iraq is a lucrative market 


INTHE COLD Iraqi UN Security Council 11 
outpost of Trebit near years ago on Iraq is 
the border of Jordan waning. According 10 
and Iraq at half past organizers, the number 
midnight in late Octo- of participants to the 
ber last year, Murtaza exhibitions equaled the. 
Lakani, a Pakistani years priorto the impo- 
trader, talked breezily sition of the sanctions. 
aboutthe $100 million Countries like 
worth of bids he had — France, which had pre- 
tendered under food. viously supported the 
for-ol program that sanctions laly, Ger- 
hasbeen the maineco- many, Russi 


“humanitarian pro- 
gram” to ease the su 
fering of the Iraqi 
people while the coun- 
try is under compre- 
hensive economic em- 
bargo. 
Widely criticized forl 
s failure in its "hu- 
manitarian" intentions, 
the food-for-oil pro- 
gram is blamed for 
ising massive short- 


Our man in Baghdad. Prilppine Ambassador to iraq Reynaldo "Boy" Parungao 
{in barong tagalog) welcomes a visitor to the Philippine booth at the Baghdad 
International Trade Exhibitions held late las! year. Parungao Is ending efforts at 
resuming trade between the Pillepines and iraq, which has been frozen by the UN 
[emerge against req. Parungao's eforts are about to bear fri, as 0 big delegation 
‘ST Finino business representatives are scheduled to Vs Baghdad ite tls month. 
‘nomic lifeline for iraq India, Turkey and 
under the comprehen- many others have oc- 
sive economic em-  cupiedentire pavilions. 
j bargo imposed by the exhibiting state-of-the 
United Nations since art machineries. 
| the Gulf War. In the tanker-trucks, buses, 
spartan immigration construction and elec- 
reception area, Arab trical materials and 
and European busi- many others. all of 
nessmen sipped tea in them anticipating that 
j small slender glasses Iraq would go on a re- 
Jas they wait for the building frenzy once 
processing of theiren- the sanctions are lifted. 
[y papers Other Asian cou 
| "Outside, trailers. tries like Indonesia, 
cargo trucks and vans Vietnam, Malaysia, Sri 
chines and products the Philippines also par- 
[destined to the ticipued. Diplomashave 
Baghdad International said thatthe Baghdad fair 
Trade Fair hum inces- can already rival the 
samiy. Iwas the busi Hannover Fair in Ger- 
est and longest night many. 
ofthe year forthe bor- While tens of thou- 
der immigration and sands of Iraqis gave at 
customs office. The the products that their 
fair was to open the country could have 
nextday. easily acquired sans 
“Seemeinmy office the restrictions of the 
in Baghdad,” said embargo, representa- 
Lakanito Raulde Vera, tives of the foreign ex 
one of only two Fili- — hibitors werecrowding 
pino businessmen the offices of the Min- 
who were travelling for istry of Trade a few ki- 
the fair. De Vera, who, lometers from the exhi- 
was trying to bring in’ bition site. hopeful of 
agriculture machines contracts fromthe Iraqi 
and herbal cosmetic government 
products, was still in — Iraq can only trade 
awe about the figures under the full watch of 
Lakani had casually the UN. The embargo 
mentioned, as the Pa- allows Iraq to sell iis 
kistani bade goodbye. oil, and all sales pro- 
The fair, held Novem- ceeds are held in es- 
ber 1-10,drew the par- crow by the UN. Con- 
icipation of 45 coun- tracts entered into by 
tries, 10 more than the raq on the purchase of 
number of country par- essential products like 
ticipants the previous food, medicine and 
year — and indication supplies are paid by the 
that the comprehen- UN from the oil fund, 
sive economic sanc- under the oil-for-food 
tions imposed by ihe _ program, supposedly a 


ages of consumer and! 
industrial supplies, 
causing death andi 
hunger among the 
people and displace- 
ment of many local in- 
dustries. 

n an effort to pla 
cute global displeasure 
‘over the sanctions, the 
United States and 
United Kingdom re- 
cently proposed for re 
visions of the sanc. 
tions. Ostensibly lift- 
ing restrictions on all 

vilian and non-mili- 
tary commodities, the 
proposals. however. 
would further restrict 
Tragi oil trade by sei 
ting quantitative limita 
tions to shipments to} 
traditional Iraqi oil buy- 
ers. The proposals| 
also allow UN inspec- 
tors to monitor the oil 
shipments even in thel 
destination countries, 

Even under very dif- 
ficult circumstances, 
iraq remains a lucrative 
market. The trade ex- 
hibitions seemed to 
have resulted in hun 
dreds of millions off 
‘contracts awarded o var 
ous foreign suppliers. 

Lakani, the Paki- 
stani businessmen, 
would later meet de 
Vera ugain at the Ph 
ippine embassy in 
Baghdad. As breezily 
as he talked about thel 
$100 million bids he was! 
following up two 
weeks earlier. he casu- 
ally mentioned to the 
Filipino businessman 
that he got a total of 


If we can save 
the whales and the apes, 


why not 
the children? 


This child, barely a boy, died along with more than 400 people, 
mostly children, when American planes bombed the Ameria shelter 
A. n Baghdad, Iraq on Now.13,1991 
Today, 6,000 children die every month because of the sanctions 
imposed by the United Nations Security Council on Iraq. 


Save the children of Iraq. 


Lift the embargo now. 
Philippine-Iraq Friendship Association (PIFA) 


No cause for panic over soy sauce [ans ‘BUSINESS 


IN ye 
“THERE is no cause for panic." question have yet to be proven carci- partments publie infomation ofice. vegetable protsin commonly used 1o pu 19 TRY THIS JULI 


'Nor is here an immediate need to nogenic, or cancer-causing agents, Trade Secretary Mar Roxas favor food producls. | y 
pull out 22 sauces and other condiments among humans, sounded the alarm the other day against High levels of 3-MCPD are fear z 
D ame antet ahelves even afer Sofan it has onlybeenproven tobe using 22 brands of Aslan seasonings to cause cancer, Take advantage of high — / 
these were reported to have high levels cancerous in laboratory animals. There nd sauces which Britain's Food Dayrit seid studies were sill needed to demands for pure drinking //. 
eet ie er cohuncer, ie súllno need to pullout thecondiments Standards Agency had warned con- determine ifthe levels of 3-MCPD foundín Water this rainy messop; PES 
Suid Health Seeretuy Manuel Dayrit fromthe market" the health chit said in tained high levels of the chemical 3- fond condiments wereenoughiocausecam- M wil chow you how easy itis ^ 
Dae sad the food prods in 4 statement released by the heath de- MCPD, & component of hydrolized ceramonghamans Norman Bordadira you how easy it is 
to bea millionaire in justa . 
—————-—u[fewmonths7 5 i 4 


Pagcor casinos D DE Ba 
post record gross 


+ Pro-active customers service. 
* Reliable on-call technical support 
* Customized equipment based on 
THE PHILIPPINE Amusement and half of the year, which is P1.3 billion or quality of source water. 
Gaming Corp earned an alltime high 18 percent higher than last year's ist 
of PIS billion in June, which is 10 semester gross of P7 bilion: 
Percent higher than the target. The Iwas the second time that Pagcor regis- 
State-run gaming corporation madethe — tereda record-breaking monthly income un- 
amnouncement yesterday on the heels der its new management. In April, Pageor 
Of the decision of the Department of. eam total revenues of P1.39 bilion. 
Finance not to privatize Pagcor or to With is hefy revenues, Pagcor sid it 
offer stocks to the public. managed to contribue P495 bilion to ihe 
“This means that Pagcor will con- — govemment weasury and other beneficiaries. 
tinue to berun by the govementandall The biggest recipient of Pagcor 
its eamings will go to the govemment — eamings during the six-month period 
andbenefit the Filipino people,especially was the National Treasury, which got 
the poor and the less fortunate" Pagcor * Pd. billion. The amount becomes part : 
Chair Efraim C. Gemuino said. af the national budget for appropria- sp PROJECTS 
Ina press statement, Gemino said this tion every year by Congress. fwi 
revenue ione could be atibued o Other Pagcor beneficiaries were the pe UNTED 
the impressive performance of the sate- Philippine Sports Commission which re- 
gaming firm's 12CasinoFilipinobranches. — ceived P176 million; Board of Claims, 
He said Pagcor casinos posted com- P479 million; Department of Science 
bined winnings of P1.36 billion in June, ` and Technology, P7 million; local gov- 
tions. That raised Pagcors gross rev. P180 millions and the Social Fund of the La cum Ww - 
enues to almost P8.3 billion for the first Office of the President, P479 million. ae inn ma si ian ii ee 
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3 For a Limited Time. 

You can own a Mitsubishi L300 FB for as low as P100,000 
downpayment, Cash buyers also get to take home a free cellular 
phone. n 
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RP: P542,000 
tm a a a a aa 300 FB 
Downpayment | Monthly | Monthly] Monthiy| Monthiy| Monthiy| Month 
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E-hoaxes and e-scams 


I AST WEEK we were had. Or more precisely, one of our 


reporters, who also writes a column, was had. She fell 
victim to a hoax on the Internet. A media colleague of 
hers who now works with Channel News Asia e-mailed her an. 
item which she read on the Internet saying that Art Bell, a radio 
talk host, said nasty, racist things about Filipinos on his 
program which is aired in the United. 
States. 
ase The writer-columnist wrote about 
what Bell reportedly said on his program. The Entertainment 
editor made the column item the lead item and the banner story 
onthe Entertainment page. Because the item was picked up by 
INQ7.net and placed on its website, it was read by tens of 
thousands of Filipinos and foreigners here and abroad 
Hundreds of Filipinos here and abroad wrote hate mail to Art 
Bell and some of them even threatened him and his family with 
harm, according to Bell's lawyers. 

The senior editors and the readers’ advocate conducted an 
inquiry and found that the item about Art Bell was indeed a 
hoax. The INQUIRER as a corporate entity apologized to Bell in 
the same column where the erroneous item had appeared. The. 
columnist also apologized and her apology was in the headline 
of the column for that day. 

The error was deemed so serious by the editors that they 
served "explain why" letters to the columnist and the 
Entertainment editor. If they find the explanations of the two 
unsatisfactory, they will be sanctioned according to a scale of 
penalties provided for by the Inquirer Code of Discipline. 

‘The item was also the subject of two Editorial Assessment 
Meetings held last Monday and yesterday, The editors yesterday 
discussed a draft rule on information obtained over the new 
electronic and communication media, It will be incorporated 
in the Inquirer Manual of Editorial Policies. 

Why did the Entertainment reporter-columnist fall for the 
Art Bell hoax? Apparently, she thought that it was a real piece 
of news, having been posted on the Internet and relayed to her 
by media colleague who was once a reporter for the ABS-CBN 
network. Her nationalistic feeling was pricked by the racist 
things that Art Bell said in his radio program, and so she 
decided to bring them to the attention of her readers. 

It turned out that the report was not true, that Bell never 
uttered any such things. Bell's lawyers said he denied that 
rumor more than two years ago. They said Bell could not have 
uttered such racist remarks because his wife is half-Filipino. 

One editor was for treating the erring reporter-columnist 
with some consideration and compassion, The editor said that 
the Internet is a relatively new medium and probably the 
reporter-columnist was not aware that hoaxes and scams were 
also being posted there. 

Other editors said the reporter-columnist had the 
responsibility to check and double-check every piece of 
information that she obtains and decides to use in her column. 
She could have discovered that the very item she wrote about. 
had been denied had she visited the Art Bell sites whose 
addresses she herself wrote at the end of column item. A little 
checking could have saved her and the paper a lot of 
embarrassment and grief. 

The publisher at last week's Editorial Assessment Meeting 
stressed that reporters, writers, columnists and even editors 
have tobe wary of items postedon the Internet, The information 
highway is littered with a lot of trash, junk mail, rumors, 
hoaxes and scams. Nothing can be taken at face value but has 
to be checked and rechecked. The publisher said that the new 
communication media have made the delivery of information 
faster, but it does not mean that all the information they are 
delivering is correct, accurate and true, 

Perhaps, in mitigation of our error, we may point out that 
other, world-class publications like the New York Times and 
Washington Post have fallen for hoaxes and scams on the 
Internet. We're not the first—and certainly we won't be the 
ast—io fall forthese hoaxes, rumors and other bogus information 
offered on the Internet. But we're adopting safeguards to make 
sure that we don’t fall again for such scams. 

All journalists, whether reporters, staff writers, columnists or 
editors have that constant, universal obligation: to make sure 
that everything that they write about and publish is accurate and 
true. Joseph Pulitzer, ae giant of American journalism, expressed 
it well when he said that a journalist must always remember 
three words, and these are: “Accuracy, accuracy, accuracy.” 

Through this editorial we reiterate our apologies to Art Bell 
and to our readers for the column item that turned out to be a 
hoax on the Internet. We have learned a painful lesson, and we 
hope that the new rules governing information obtained over 
the new media will help us avoid a repetition of a similar error. 

' t 
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Stop the cement and oil cartels 


THE CEMENT cartel is waging a propaganda 
campaign in media to stop the importation of 
cement or at least put up steep and stiff tariff 
barriers to protect the local cement industry 
against foreign exporters. The cartel cries that 
foreign suppliers like Taiwan, Indonesia and 
Japan are "dumping" their cement here and 
underpricing local cement. The Philippine 
government must protect the local cement 
companies, it cries with much flag-waving. 

Look who's talking? The local cement cartel 
is dumping its own cement in other countries like 
the United States and other developed countries. 
It exports its own cement at below production 
cost and then gets the losses back from Filipino 
buyers. And it started the dumping war by ex- 
porting cement to Taiwan at the equivalent of P34 
per 50-kilo bag. But it sold the same cement in 
the Philippines for PI20 per bag, ex-plant. 

‘The local cartel was trying to take over or close 
down Taiwanese cement plants, as it did so suc- 
cessfully in the Philippines, But the Taiwanese 
fought back and gave the cartel a dose of its own 
medicine. It exported its cement to the Philip: 
pines at less than PIOO per bag, still way above 
the P34 per bag quoted by the local cartel when 
it dumped its own cement in Taiwan. But the lo- 
cal cement companies, who were selling their 
products at PI20 a bag, cried uncle and ran 
screaming for help to the government. It is still 
screaming in the media. 

The Philippine government, the cartel said, 
should protect Philippine cement companies, 
Look who's talking again? Except for Danding 
Cojuangco's Northern Cement, all the local ce- 
ment companies are foreign-owned. They took 
over the Filipino cement companies by doing to 
them what I just described above. We are in the 
gripof giant cement companies from Europe and 
the United States that have formed themselves. 
imo a cartel to dominate the Philippine cement 
industry and manipulate prices, à 

They did it by first buying Apo Cemerit Corp. 
Then thy drastically dropped the price of Apo 
‘cement so that the other cement companies were 
tunable to sell their own cement and started los- 


I've heard several cases ofthis, but this one puts 
it succinctly and reasonably. The account comes 
from Bien A. Calleja; I've decided to put out his 
letter in fll. Ii speaks for sel 


Tam writing you oh the chance that you might 
be interested to help bring to the attention of our 
lawmakers the urgent need to pass a law that will 
protect the interests of the very poor from un- 
scrupulous funeral parlors which act like vultures 
preying on families of accident victims and 
medico-legal cases, many of whom belong to 
society's poorest, literally soaking them dry with 
their atrocious and unreasonable charges. These 
vultures are in connivance with the police who 
geta fat commission from them for every medico- 
Tegal case given the funeral parlors. 

1 became a victim of this racket only recently 
when our household helper, Cherilyn Balberona, 
a hardworking 24-year-old girl from Carcar, 
‘Cebu, met a fatal accident. She was electrocuted 
Her case being a medico-legal one, we called the 
police to investigate and to conduct an autopsy 
so that her indigent parents could be properly 
informed of the circumstances surrounding her 
‘untimely death. The police investigator from the 
Criminal Investigation Unit (CIU) in Camp 
Crame arrived at the accident scene nearly two 
hours after we made a request for an investiga- 
tor. Apparently, the police investigator waited for 
the funeral parlor representative to pick him up 
because he arrived at the accident scene in an L- 
300 van of Prudential Funeral Parlor accompa- 
nied by its sales representative. 

The body of our household helper was loaded. 
on the van after pictures had been taken and an 
investigation had been made by the police. It was 
then that the sales representative of the Pruden- 
tial Funeral Parlor approached me, gave me his. 
card, and told me to send to him the relatives of 
the victim as soon as they arrived fron? the prov- 
ince so that the terms of the service could be dis- 
cussed and formalized. The police investigator 
and the parlor representative then boarded the 
1-300 van and together left the scene. 

Since all these transpired at about 2 a.m., it 
was only the next day that 1 way able to send my 
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ing money. Then they offered to buy these strug- 
gling cement companies whose owners, rather 
than lose money, sold out. All except Cojuangco. 
Once they controlled the Philippine cement 
dustry, they raised prices here. Cojuangco, alas, 
followed the high prices of the foreign-owned 
cement cartel. 

But because of the slump in construction due 
to the worldwide economic crisis, there is a glut 
inthe supply of cement. Cement cannot be stored 
for long periods because it hardens in a short time. 
So it must be sold as quickly as possible, To do 
that, cement companies are exporting their ce- 
‘ment cheap but selling them at high prices in their 
own countries. The local cement cartel is selling 
cement very cheap in rich countries like the 
United States, but pricing it very high in very 
poor countries like the Philippines which can least 
afford it. The raw material for the cement comes 
from the Philippines, itis processed here, but the 
finished product is more expensive here than in 
countries which import that very same cement. 

If there is an oversupply, why is cement very 
expensive in the Philippines? What happened to 
the law of supply and demand? The supply here 
is still controlled by the local cartel. Imported 
cement is less than 20 percent of the market— 
and already the cartel is crying to high heavens 
against the cheaper imported cement. But even 
though the landed cost of imported cement is only 
PIOO per bag, the consumers don't benefit at all. 
Tt is the importers who make a killing. They sell 
it at about PI20 per bag, underselling the local 
cement by P2 to PS per bag, but still making a 
hefty profit. 

‘The cartel cries that if the imports are not 
stopped, logal cement companies may close down 
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son to the funeral parlor to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

t was also then that we got the shock of our 
lives from the funeral parlor representative, The 
cheapest funeral service available for our dead 
household helper, according to the sales repre- 
sentative, was P24,500. We were told to pay this 
amount. Otherwise, he said, the death certificate 
would not be made available to us and we would 
not be able to bury her remains or retrieve the 
body from the parlor. In effect, the body was held 
hostage by the funeral parlor and the ransom 
demanded was P24,500. While the Abu Sayyaf 
holds live hostages for ransom, this vulture of a 
funeral parlor holds dead hostages for ransom. I 
don't know which is worse. 

I personally canvassed the prices of other fu- 
neral parlors and these ranged from a low of 
P5,000 to a high of P8,000—a big difference 
from Prudential’s incredible charge of P24,500 
for funeral services to be given to an indigent 
domestic helper. 

T was told by another funeral parlor that the 
reason for the exorbitant charge of Prudential is 
that commissions would have to be paid to the 
police, tothe medico legal-officer who performed 
the autopsy, to the sales representative, ete. | don't 
understand why the police and the medico-legal 
officer have to be paid commissions for perform- 
ing their assigned tasks and for which they are 
already being paid by the government. Doesn't 
the PNP have a budget for resolving medico-le- 
gal cases? 

At first I thought my experience with this vul- 
ture of a funeral parlor was just an isolated case, 
But today, 1 learned from our house painter that 
when his cousin, a daily wage earner who was 


and throw thousands of workers out of jobs. They 
will not let that happen. The foreign owners have 
too much at stake in the cement companies here. 
And all they have to do is stop dumping their 
products abroad. 

‘And even if they do close down, many more 
workers would be employed in the construction 
industry which would expand if construction 
‘materials are inexpensive, 

Cement is one of the primary materials in con- 
struction, And construction has a multiplier ef- 
fect on other industries such as steel, lumber, 
plumbing and electrical supplies, tiles, roofing, 
paint, etc. What's more, it is labor intensive. 
Many jobs would be created by a construction. 
boom, Besides agriculture, the government 
should boost the construction industry because 
of its multiplier effect by letting in cheap cement 
and cheap steel from Russia temporarily. During 
the Great Depression, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt perked up the US economy by encour- 
aging construction through cheap and easy hous- 
ing loans (no more than 8 percent interest a year). 
It worked; the American economy improved. 
There's no reason why it wouldn't work now. 

‘When constructing a factory becomes inex- 
pensive, naturally investors will locate their fac- 
tories here, thus creating jobs for Filipinos. 

Costly cement, which the cement cartel is try- 
ing to foist on us, not only has depressed the local 
construction industry, it has also made government 
infrastructure projects more expensive. It has made 
homes for the poor also unaffordable. Low-cost 
housing forthe poor is now high-cost housing. And 
what will that do to President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo's poverty alleviation program? 

Filipino officials should not be taken in by 
the propaganda campaign of the foreign-owned 
cement cartel. Don't fall for its wails of sorrow. 
‘That would be a stupid thing to do. For the cartel 
is pulling our collective leg. Worse, it is fooling 
us and exploiting us. 

Stop the cement cartel now as the Constitu- 
tion mandates the state to do, 

‘The oil cartel will be discusse 
column. 


tomorrow's 


living with him, died in his sleep, the police con- 
sidered ita medico-legal case and brought in their 
favorite funeral parlor. And as in the case of our 
household helper, the funeral parlor demanded 
P27,000 for its services. 

‘The relatives of the dead appealed to Quezon 
City Hall for assistance and the funeral parlor 
agreed to lower the charges to a mere P4,000 af- 
ter City Hall intervened, 

In my case, a Quezon City councilor friend of 
mine threatened to invite the general manager 
and the sales representative of the funeral parlor 
10a Quezon City council blue-ribbon committee 
hearing to get to the bottom of what appears to. 
be a continuing racket of the funeral parlor vic- 
timizing the poor. Only then did the funeral par- 
ior management agree to accept a fee of P3,000 
for embalming and for allowing the body to be 
transferred to another funeral parlor charging 
only P5,000 for its services. 

here is obviously an urgent need for a law 
that would do away with so-called “official NBI 
or PNP funeral parlors or morgues,” a need fòr a 
law that would give families of accident and 
murder victims freedom to engage the services 
of their preferred funeral parlor. 

‘The general perception of the public is that 
victims of foul play or accidents or other ques- 
tionable deaths are automatically taken to offi- 
cial NBI or PNP morgues and funeral parlors for 
autopsies to be performed by NBI or police 
medico-legal officers. This is probably because 
the police and the NBI insist on taking victims to 
these so-called “official funeral parlors.” 

Please help bring to the attention of our law- 
makers this urgent need to protect the inter- 
ests of the poor from these unscrupulous 
people, These vultures not only feed on the 
dead, they also corrupt our law enforcers, They 
should not be allowed to exist, let alone to pro- 
liferate. 

1 understand from some Quezon City Hall 
personnel that the most notorious of these vul- 
tures is Prudential Funeral Parlor, the very same 
funeral parlor that the police investigator brought 

(o the medico-legal case of our household 
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Congress should be simpler, in keeping with the times 


THE STATE of affairs in the Senate continue to defy 
definition less than a week before Congress opens, This 
columnist earlier wrote about President Macapagal's 
support for Sen. Franklin Drilon "though not in publi 

as well as Sen, Rene Cayetano's commitment to stick 
to the PPC process. The bloc of newcomers from the 
House, now the most courted bloc in the Senate, has 
been holding talks with the five-member Lakas bloc 
of Cayetano, The newcomers’ idea apparently is to be 
able to merge into a formidable group of eight, in 
accordance with the formula of Vice President Tito 
Guingona, who is also Lakas president, that whoever 
gets the support of most of the 12 PPC members should 
have the votes of everyone in the coalition. With 
Senators Jun Magsaysay and Serge Osmeñia, they stress 
that they have 10 votes; and with Drilon's and Senate 
President Aquilino Pimentel’s votes, they will have a 
dozen. But those are likely to remain a dream. 

Pundits note that while Ms Macapagal has endorsed 
Drilon, he has no following in the PPC and has, there- 
fore, to form an alliance with his friends in the LDP 
and the old Erap camp for support. As for Pimentel, 
he, like Drilon, seems to have no following in the PPC, 
and his hopes of keeping his post hinges on a dead- 
lock. 

A recent report by GMA-T's ace “imbestigador” 
Mike Enriquez should be an eye-opener about how 
bad habits persist in the House of Representatives. 
Enriquez reported that the GMA reportorial team 
recently followed some trucks earrying rice sup- 
posedly meant for certain congressmen's constitu- 
ents, The rice ended up in public markets instead. 
‘Apparently some PS million worth of rice is allo- 
cated by the National Food Authority to each House 
member for distribution to their impoverished con- 
stituents, but as the GMA team found out, some of 
these are sold in the markets. One of the congress- 
men whose rice allegedly ended up in the market 

| according to the Enriquez report, 
is an aspirant for the speakership who espouses 
“new polities.” 

"This practice should be discontinued. Most of 
the rice doubtless end up as dole-outs to political 
leaders or are sold to recoup election expenses. If 
Pangasinan Rep. Joe de Venecia will be elected as 
Speaker, he ought to investigate this and put a stop 
toit. 

Also, perhaps our Congress leaders could advise 
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their respective members to dress simply for the ses- 
sions, in keeping with the hard times. The members of 
Congress should do away with those expensive Paul 
Cabral barongs costing P25,000 to P30,000 each and 
popularized by deposed President Estrada, or those 
equally expensive imported suits and jewelry for the 
female members. Next Monday's opening of Congress 
should show a deliberate toning down in the usual 
‘opening session glitter, both for members and their 
wives, especially since the President's State of the 
Nation address will focus on measures to eliminate 
poverty within 10 years, It cannot be business as usual 
for Congress in the midst of so much poverty. 

What ought to be done to help alleviate the plight 
of the poor who are badly hit by the hard economic 
times is to make rice available again at socialized 
prices. Speaking of the poor, an indication that they 
are really hard-hit these days is what sociologists 
have called "altanghap" (short for almusal, tang- 
halian and hapunan. As new National Artist for 
Literature Frankie Sionil Jose said in a recent lec- 
ture, some of the poor have now been reduced to 
‘one meal a day: "altanghap." Sionil Jose warned 
‘of the grave consequences of ignoring the plight of 
the poor. 

‘The poor are great patronizers of the popular 
packaged noodles that sell for less than P4 a pack, 
which they mix with rice to feed the whole family. 
At Nanay Zafra's 100th birthday celebration last 
‘Sunday, business executive Gus de Leon told this 
columnist that the market for this cheap noodle 
pack has stumped by 70 percent. Hearing this, UP 
parish priest Fr. Robert Reyes asked, “Ano pa ang 
kinakain ng mahihirap?” 

‘Times are hard, and perhaps those of us who 
can afford to help the truly needy can be more gen- 
erous. One way some friends have thought of is to 
give bigger tips to workers in the services sector: 
your supermarket bag boy, gasoline attendant, 


 manicurista and the kariton-pushing fruit vendor 
as well as the domestic staff. 


It's heartening to note that despite the hard times, 
‘cultural activities continue almost without let-up. How 
the organizers do it is beyond me. The other weekend, 
my husband and I were delighted to attend the 
“Pananagutan” concert which was held as a tribute to 
the father of religious music in this country, Fr. Ed 
Hontiveros, S.J. Aside from the rendition of Father 
Honti's famous compositions by well-known singers 
Noel Cabangon and Carol Banawa, whose voices were 
so admirably suited to what they sang, there were the 
‘interpretations of his music by the Manila Philharmonic 
Orchestra under the baton of Lea Salonga's brother, 
Gerard Salonga, and a 100-member choir. The show 
was very professionally produced. Kudos to the Jesuit 
Music Ministry. 

Blending 100 voices is difficult enough, but it be- 
comes even more impressive when one realizes that 
the choir is really a composite of about eight different 
choirs. These choirs are made up of mostly young 
people, and operate mostly in the Marikina and 
Katipunan area of Quezon City area near the Ateneo, 
namely, Hangad, the Barangka Choir, Marytown Choir, 
Rabboni Junior Choir, Keynotes Chorale and Tinig 
Barangka. € 

Last Saturday evening, we stole away from the 
Bastille Day reception at the French Embassy to 
catch up with the concert of the newly organized 
Metro Manila Community Orchestra (MMCO), the 
first community orchestra in the country, at the 
Equitable-PCIB’s Francisco Santiago Hall. This 
‘was upon the invitation of Tessie Serrano, head of 
Miriam College's music department. 

As Tessie pointed out, the 50-member MMCO 
ds composed of young, talented and promising mu- 
sicians, many of whom are winners of the National 
Music Competition for Young Artists. What's beau- 
tiful about this community-based orchestra is that 
it harnesses young musicians in the metropolis so 
that they can bring orchestral music to schools, 
barangays and other community structures. That 
night, under the baton of Prof. Chino Toledo, 
MMCO tackled, among other works, the difficult 
“Rhapsody in Blue" by George Gershwin, with Nita 
Abrogar Quinto as pianist. The MMCO was abso- 
lutely professional. Efforts such as this should be 
‘supported and encouraged. 


‘Final Fantasy’: An old fogey’s take 


WHEN do you know you've crossed inexorably into 
the world of the old fogey? 

Intimations of that moment came to me the other 
night when the family watched a movie called “Final 
Fantasy: The Spirits Within.” Hyped as the first 
"HyperReal computer-generated feature film,” the 
movie struck me as an over-long animé, with impres- 
sive images and effects, tue, but slow-paced and rather 
tedious to watch. 

‘The kids, though, were another story altogether. I 
knew we were on another plane when they started 
ooohing and aaahing over an extreme close-up of Dr. 
Aki Ross" eye. "It’s looks so real!” gushed the 15- 
year-old. At the end of the movie, as we made our 
way to the car, she and her older brother couldn't get 
‘over how "realistic" the human characters were. "I 
liked the eyes and the hair best,” said my daughter. 
"Especially how Aki's hair was so smooth and shiny." 
"1 like the people's skin,” said my son, "you could 
even see the pores.” 

‘Silently because I didn't want to give my "old fogey- 

ness" away, I wondered how long any sane moviegoer 
should have to wait for a character to show some emo- 
tion or expression. When I pointed out that despite all 
the technical wizardry, the filmmakers still couldn't get 
‘Aki to produce tears, the two youngsters protested: "Do. 
you know how hard that would have been?” They did 
‘sheepishly admit, though, that the filmmakers forgot to 
give Aki Ross rumpled hair when she awoke from a 
disturbing dream. Unless in the future human beings 
will no longer toss and tum in their sleep. 
FOR those who haven't seen the movie, “Final 
Fantasy” is a film that contains, as its website 
boasts, “no real locations, people, vehicles or 
props" Director Hironobu Sakaguchi worked with 
200 artists and technicians from over 20 different 
countries to produce a film "crafted entirely from 
the imagination of artists.” 

In the past, you may have seen movies, like “Toy 
Story" or “A Bug's Life” or “Antz,” that were made 
entirely on computers, a generational leap from the 
"traditional" animated films that began life as 
hand-drawn cells. 

"Final Fantasy” takes computer-generated, digi- 
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tal films one step further. Instead of transporting 
Viewers into an “imaginary” world, it strives to 
Feimagine the world, presenting a “hyper-real” 
reality that is nonetheless imaginary, since it pre- 
sumably unfolds in the far future. 

The "reality" in “hyper-reality” is really based 
on the “human” characters (I can’t believe how 
many words I've just enclosed in quotation marks 
so far). Unlike, say, “Toy Story" where the main 
characters aren't expected to look anywhere near 
human, in “Final Fantasy" we are supposed to be- 
lieve that Dr. Aki Ross, her love interest Captain 
Gray or all the other human characters are indeed 
human actors. Or at least very bad actors. 

In a few instances, the filmmakers "get" it. Es- 
pecially at the start, the verisimilitude is startling. 
But then, the wooden expressions get tiring after a 

s, even if the real human actors lending their 
voices to the characters try their darndest to bring 
Dr. Aki and company to life. 


THERE were, so the website goes, "a lot of 
complications" involved in making the film, and there. 
were times when the filmmakers and producers 
wondered if it wasn’t "easier to shoot as live action.” 

To give the human characters “believable” move- 
‘ments, the filmmakers used motion capture or, in in- 
dustry lingo, “mo cap.” This involved dressing up staff- 
ers in tight black bodysuits studded with reflectors so 
that their movements could be captured digitally. The 
data, in the form of stick figures, then helped the art- 
ists create credible and fluid motions. 

Unfortunately, it seems, facial expressions are 
harder to capture in digital form. 

There's another strange twist to the saga of "Final 


Fantasy.” The movie is supposed to be based on a 
very popular videogame that "stars" Aki Ross. But 
when I asked my offspring if the movie's story and. 
the game were linked in some way, they said there 
was no connection. What is the game like? “It's hard 
to explain, it's complicated, there are several layers." 
Well, does it involve defeating alien spirits? "Well, 
no.” Oh, go figure. 

AN OLD fogey like me would have said, “To hell. 
with it, let's use live actors.” But apparently, the 
point to making a movie like “Final Fantasy” is to 
prove that it can be done. Computers can “create” 
people? But people have been "creating" people 
since the era of silent movies. Whoever said people 
onscreen were "real" people? They were fantasies, 
as much the product of creative artists as props, 
sets and music. 

Bat it seems to me an awful waste of money, 
not to mention energy and talent, to make a movie 
to prove that you can use a computer to create. 
someone who walks, talks and moves like a real 
human being. And like so many live actors, acts 
badly, too. An impressive technical achievement, 
true. So what? Still boring to watch. But why are. 
youngsters so taken with it? When did special ef- 
Tects ever replace story and character, conflict and 
resolution? 

1 have a feeling we have come to a crossroads 
about where filmmaking will go (let's not talk about 
local filmmaking, yet). “Tomb Raider” was based 
‘on a videogame but used live actors, though the 
movie ended up as flashy and insubstantial as the 
game. In “A.L,” Steven Speilberg transports mov- 
egoers to the future and introduces us to a “robot” 
boy with a capacity to love. A young actor plays 
the robot, but to make him look "unhuman." his 
natural “blinks” were edited out digitally. And then 
there's “Final Fantasy,” where digital magicians 
‘sought to create human-like non-humans. 

1 find comfort, though, in one unerring sign 
that human nature lives on. At my ISP's 
homepage, there's an ongoing poll that asks: 
“Who's the best cyber-babe? Lara Croft or Aki 
Ross?" So old-hat, so human. 


What’s with Malacafiang? 


SOMEWHERE out there are people who feel that 
the world is marching toward greater freedom 
and prosperity and that more of them live in free 
or liberalizing societies. There are actually 
parents who expect their children to live better 
lives than they have. More children can read and 
more women are working, according to 
Newsweek's July 9 article on "The World's Worst. 
Countries.” Thankfully, we're not one of those 
countries although I timorously turned the pages 
expecting to see our name when the peso fell to 
53 to a dollar. 

More and more Filipinos seem to think there's 
no light at the end of the tunnel these days and 
the feeling is that the authorities can't seem to 
gr a bande on our problems, from the Abe 

iayyaf to the Spratlys to the dwindling buying 
power of the peso. What we're getting are 
micks and politics when what we need are vi- 
sion and solutions, 

It's mild to describe it as low morale, If the 
country were a patient, he would be diagnosed 
as clinically depressed and Prozac would be pre- 
scribed to help him cope. But what about the 
long-term cure? One can cope up to a point; af- 
terwards the problem must be resolved. 

I wish I could tell you that I see a ray of light 
in the culture field, but instead word is out that. 
Malacafiang is interfering in the election of the. 
chair of the National Commission for Culture and 
the Arts. It appears that the Palace wants Jaime 
Laya replaced by former Sen. Leticia Shahani 
who previously had earlier been appointed as a 
member of the Manila Economic and Cultural 
Office board. 

No one will claim that the President doesn’t 
have the prerogative to interfere if she feels like 
it, What I'm wondering about is, doesn't she have 
enough problems without creating new ones? 
Neither am I saying that she should support Laya. 
What I am stating is that the law is clear (and 
this is the same law penned by Shahani et aL, 
unless she no longer remembers) that the inde- 


pendence of the commissioners should be re- 
spected. In other words, leave the commission- 
ers alone. But rumors abound that the Palace has 
wom out the lines asking for support for Shahani. 

If MECO's chair is paid P1 million a month, 
the remuneration as board member must be al- 
most as handsome, wouldn't you say? So why 
‘would FVR's sister want a P5,000 job to boot? 

Shahani claims that as co-author of the bill 
creating the NCCA, together I believe with then 
Senators Angara, Alvarez and Roco, she is best 
qualified for the position despite her age and her 
well-paying position at MECO. Malacafiang, on 
the other hand, avers that the artists are unhappy 
with Laya. 

‘What artists? I've run into National Artists 
Arturo Luz and Frankie Jose, Bencab, Malang 
and Orlina lately and no one mentioned any deep 
dissatisfaction with Laya. Well, one lady did say 
that she signed a paper at the request of a friend 
but she didn't realize what she was signing. 

Remember the relief we felt, brief as it was, 
at the news that the Macapagal administration 
would usher in a "new politics” and would be 
Joseph Estrada’s opposite? Oh, wow. The unsa- 
Yory memory of Estrada replacing the CCP chair 
and the ensuing mess is too fresh among the cul- 
tural workers not to elicit comparisons. Obvi- 
ously, Malacafiang’s memory is awfully short. 
Estrada's supporters snicker and eye us with 
arched eyebrows, "So what else is new?" 

Surely they're only referring to this latest gaffe 
on the part of the Palace. The President, sensible 
woman that she is, isn’t about to collect four more 


husbands and decide to dabble in the stock mar- 
ket and build gaudy houses. Hopefully, this latest 
contretemps is an aberration and she'll soon fig- 
ure out that she bas graver and more pressing prob- 
ems than certain people's overweening ambitions. 

But hark! That isn’t the end of the story. In 
the meantime, Pablo Trillana, director of the 
National Historical Institute and an in-law of First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo, is eyeing Rio Almario's 
job. Since the job of executive director of the 
NCCA pays something like P25,000 a month, 
‘one wonders what Trillana is up to. The scuttle- 
butt is that in the event the Palace cannot resolve 
the Shahani-Laya issue, Trillana will come in as 
the compromise candidate. Oh, my. This is the 
gentleman, by the way, whose photograph was 
in the papers handing the Manila mayor a heri- 
tage award, the same mayor who demolished the. 
landmark building of the Jai Alai and is now bent 
on covering the Mehan Gardens with cement. 

Now you see why I fear for this poor coun- 
try? The situation is ridiculous. I mean, who cares 
about the chairmanship of the NCCA at this 
point? Leave it alone. We've got too many real 
problems that are crying for solutions. 

I've been a member of this agency as far back 
a5 when it was still a presidential commission 
during the Aquino administration. Believe me, I 
told Ricky Jose, I feel like one of those monu- 
ments after all these years or, worse, a fixture, I 
do not have any desire to hang on although Ihave 
to admit it has its uses when you're trying to sal- 
vage what's left of our landmarks and buildings. 
But Malacafiang officials should wake up— 
they're looking more and more like Joseph lately. 


My apologies to Ambeth Ocampo. I have nei- 
ther the desire nor the inclination to cause any 
intrigues. | may have misunderstood that the 
Manila City College was short of funds, which 
makes me wonder where the money to maintain 
and run it properly will come from since Manila's 
tax base has long moved elsewhere. 


Three friends 


A FORMER officemate calls me up every now and then to suggest that 
‘we see each other regularly so that we could keep our friendship burning. 
Thate to say this, but I don't agree. I believe that friendship, in the real 
sense of the word, should not be cultivated and developed in dark places 
reeking with alcohol and cigarette smoke. Rather, the bonds of friendship 
are strengthened over time through shared experiences. 

T met Michelle and Roan (not their real names) when I was 16. I was 
then an overeager freshman at the Polytechnic University of the Philip- 
pines. It was the first 
day of school and, 
being sweetly fresh 
from the province 
(read: bagong 
salta), 1 had no one 
to talk to. I kept 
myself busy by ex- 
amining the features 
of my female class- 
‘mates, comparing theirs with mine. 

Since the tell-something-about-yourself stuff had to be done alpha- 
betically, I was among the firs five students in our class to be called to 
speak. Being our high school declaimer, I spoke in a manner that im- 
pressed the professor and intimidated my classmates. 

‘As the introductions went on, two girls caught my attention. The 
first was Michelle, who with her stim built, evenly tanned skin and long 
fine hair, was not particularly pretty but had a welcoming warmth and 
grace I had never seen in any other girl before. She had what I would 
call a virginal smile and her soft, feminine voice reminded me of Mother 
Theresa. 

The other was Roan, who looked like a Middle-Eastern beauty. De- 
spite her near-perfect features, however, she was shy and her voice could 
hardly be heard. 

1 did not expect either of them to try to get to know me, so took the 
initiative. And the moment we started talking, an instant friendship was 
bom. 


YOUNGBLOOD— —— — — 
Elizabeth D. Andres 


We want to know what the young are thinking 
about. What are their thoughis on current issues? 
We welcome contributions from the 
wentysomething and below.—Ed, 


Different backgrounds 

We found out later that we shared no traits in common. For instance, 
Hove singing, Michelle can carry a tune, while Roan, I'm afraid, has to 
spend a whole millennium practicing before she can tell the difference 
between do and fa, 

Being the class vice president, I was quite popular among my class- 
mates. Michelle didn't care about extracurricular activities, but she usu- 
ally brought home perfect scores to show to her mom. Roan, with her 
que sera sera attitude, hardly made her presence felt in class. 

Our family backgrounds probably accounted for the sharp differ- 
ences in our characters. I grew up in a family where father was always 
right but mother was opinionated. Michelle was the eldest daughter of 
young entrepreneurs. Roan was the youngest in a brood of six. Her 
father died when she was 11, and her sister was the sole breadwinner, 
working as a singer in Japan. 

For our class activities we always made sure that we would be in the 
same group. During our vacant periods we would do assignments and 
research together. Sometimes when our meager allowances were al- 
most wiped out by unexpected expenses like contributions, we would 
skip our meals or settle for kaninbaw (kanin na may sabaw). 

Our life together was fun and colorful. Roan acted as the laughing 
watchdog when I bullied girls that I dismissed as brainless beauties. I 
served as the faithful sidekick when she insulted guys whom she found 
uninteresting, There were nights when we would throw stones at young, 
sweethearts hiding and kissing in the dark comers, Through all these, 
Michelle would simply flash her shy smile and shake her head in amuse- 
ment, 

‘Some time in the middle of the school year, things began to change. 
1 got involved in a student-based political organization and I had to cut 
classes several times so that I could be with my comrades in Mendiola. 
Later in the afternoon, I would find Michelle and Roan in our favorite 
meeting place, waiting for me. I would then explain to them the effects 
of the expanded value-added tax on the economy or why the General. 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trades should not be ratified or why the masses 
should go the countryside and take part in an armed struggle against the 


government. 
Out of touch 

1 did not enroll in the school year that followed and I was away for 
11 months. When I finally returned to school, I learned that Roan had 
dropped all her subjects and left no clue as to her whereabouts. Michelle 
‘was already in her third practicum (our course requires four) and I was 
suffering the inconveniences of a returning, irregular student. 

T knew it was time for me to make another start. I was lucky to be 
accepted as the features editor of our college-based publication. But by 
the time I became editor in chief, Michelle had graduated and Roan was 
still nowhere to be found. 

Shocks 


Fortwo years, Roan, Michelle and I had no contact with each other. 
Then one day, 1 found myself walking on the narrow streets of some 
godforsaken place. Very soon I was talking to Roan's family. I was 
almost floored when I was told that she had gone to Japan to work as a 
dancer, but she was expected to come home soon for a vacation. 

I was happy to see Roan again a few months later. She had become 
prettier and her hair was dyed gold. 

For three days, we called everyone we knew to inquire where Michelle 
might be. I got another shock when I learned that she's working with 
the intelligence office of the Philippine National Police in Southem 
Luzon. 

When we saw her again, she still radiated charm but minus the sweet 
innocence that she once had. She was slim but no longer looked fragile. 
Her once long, fine hair barely touched her collar. 

It was one happy reunion—so happy that it was almost close to pain- 
ful. No, we did not talk about Marxism-Leninism or Mao Zedong thought 
or the Code of Conduct of the Philippine National Police or the bright 
blinking lights of Tokyo. We only talked about the good times we had 
when we were younger and aggressive, and the good times ahead of us 
when we will be old and experienced. 

‘That was two years ago. Roan is now back in Japan—she has to, for 
the responsibility of finding bread and butter for the family now rests 
on her shoulders. Michelle has to work to help her parents send her 
siblings to school. And here I am, hopping from one job to another 
searching for that elusive satisfaction while struggling to be a writer. 

‘We now have our own lives to live, our own destinies to carve, and, 
oh God, we do not even know when we will see each other again. Maybe 
two years from now, maybe even 10 or maybe—just maybe—never 
again. But Michelle and Roan and all the things we did together will 
always remain in my memory. 

Now I know what to tell my former officemate when he calls me up 
again. 


Elizabeth D. Andres, 24, works as a member of the marketing staff of a 
sports club in Metro Manila, 
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OPINION 


. The pollution of our seas _ 


THE WORLD'S largest cruise ship, 
the Sovereign.of the Seas, used to 
routinely bypass pollution controls. 
to dump oil waste in the waters until 
it was convicted a few years back 
and fined $18 million. Court records 
showed that certain international 
cruise ships falsified records 
they call "fairy tale books. 
After that lesson, Royal Carib- 
bean, the ship's owner, became 
more conscious about environmen- 
tal concerns. Bones, seafood shells, 
beer bottles are recycled on land. 
Shampoo and lotions are now 
packed in biodegradable cartons. 
In the Philippines, I've never 
heard of a single ship operator being 


Onerous Naia 
Terminal 3 


contract 


IN A RECENT column, Victor 
Agustin exposed the unjust provi- 
sion of the build-operate-transfer. 
(BOT) contract with the Philippine 
government for the construction and 
operation of Naia Terminal 3. This 
provision requires the government 
to shoulder the financial obligations 
of PIATCO to its foreign lenders 
should it default in payments. 

This should not be the case since. 
PIATCO’s BOT contract was unso- 
licited. Therefore, the government 
must be freed from whatever liabili- 
ties PIATCO may incur with its 
lenders. 

To add more facts to the article, 
the ACCRA law firm was hired by 
the MIA-NAIA Association of Ser- 
vice Operators (MIASCOR, 
MacroAsia, PAL, Cargohaus, Dnata 
and Philippine Skylanders), and not 
solely by MacroAsia to represent 
them with their problems regarding 
the onerous agreement —CHRIS- 
TOPHER C. LU, treasurer, MIA- 
NAIA Association of Service Op- 
erators 


haled to court for polluting the sea: 
It is apparent that some government 
personnel are sleeping on the job 
because pollution is the rule, rather 
than the exception, among our ships, 
especially passenger ships. You can 
readily see this when ships and their. 
passengers dump garbage, plastic 
and glass or leak oil, hydraulic flu- 
ids and other pollutants. 

Our seas are so polluted that 
sometimes the Supercat, which trav- 
els from Cebu to Ormoc and vice 
versa, has to stop to extricate some 
plastic materials or garbage caught 
in its propellers. A day's travel 
along the San Juanico Strait, the 
most beautiful navigable strait in 
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the world, is enough to show how 
terribly polluted our seas are. 

But, as usual, we Filipinos will 
not act on any violation of the law 
regardless of how flagrantly it is 
committed until it is too late— 
AURELIO D. MENZON, lawyer, 
Menzon Law Office, G/F 
Bayantel Building, Tacloban City 


Columnist can have Benz 


VIC Agustin has done it again. In 
the guise of writing a business col- 
‘umn, he again tried to impose him- 
self upon us by spewing his convo- 
luted brand of reporting. 

We are challenging Agustin to 
show even an iota of evidence to 
prove the malicious lies he is ped- 
dling against former Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago. If he can show 
even the smallest proof as to the 
veracity of the vicious falsehood 
he is trying to manufacture that the 


THIS isa reaction to the report (PDI, 
7/12/01) quoting IBON Foundation 
as saying that most medium and 
large companies in our country can 
afford to give their employees a liv- 
ing wage of P 510.84 daily despite 
claims to the contrary by the busi- 
ness sector. The report also said that 
only 10.6 percent of the production. 
cost is allocated for wages, tending 
to lead one to believe that there is a 
big room for “adjustments.” 

This may be true for some of the 
medium and large companies. But 
for some others and especially for 


senator is the owner of a brand new 
Mercedes Benz, we are willing to 
give him the car for free. 

Furthermore, former Interior 
Undersecretary Narciso Y. Santiago 
Jr. has never said nor confirmed to 
anyone that they bought a new 
Mercedes Benz. 

‘Agustin should try very hard to 
have even a little Christian and hu- 
man heart so that he will refrain 
from hurting other people FLOR 
L. OFILADA, Manila 


"Few companies can afford to pay living wage 


the small companies, which com- 
prise the majority, the situation is 
very different. In some companies 
labor costs make up as much as 35 
percent of production costs. These 
firms just to "roll and survive” and 
there is no consideration of profits 
at this point. 

T suggest that IBON Foundation 
run a manufacturing business of its 
Own and so that it will see how 
business is kept alive and kick- 

12.—ARTURO A. 
BENEDICTO, Nabunturan, 
‘Compostela Valley 


Overtime claimants not with House media office 


THIS is with reference to a news 
item last July 12, 2001 in connec- 
tion with overtime claims of cer- 
tain employees of the Media Af- 
fairs and Public Information Serv- 

. ice (Mapis). 

2 Please allow me to sét the fol- 

lowing matters straight: 

© Miguel Genovea is not, and 
never has been the head of the 
Mapis. The undersigned is the ser- 


Preventing 
midnight 
appointments 


MAY I refer to the let- 
ter of Bertrand 
Hamamale (PDI, 6/18/ 
01), titled “Ban on mid- 
might appointments 
needed." 

In anticipation of 
possible dilemmas the 
recent elections might 
bring relative to appoint- 
menis and other person- 
nel actions in the civil 
service, the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission issued 
as early as February this 
year CSC Resolution 
No. 010487 prohibiting 
personnel movements in 
any government entity 
from March 30 to May 
14, The resolution spe- 
cifically prohibits the is- 
suance of appointments 
before or during the elec- 
tion ban which are made 
effective during the ban 
or immediately thereat- 
ter, 

"The matter was reit- 
erated further through a 
more recent resolution. 
issued last June 4 (CSC 
Resolution — No. 
010988). The resolution. 
addresses the practice of 
some appointing au- 
thorities, particularly 
local government ex- 
ecutives, of issuing 
mass appointments to 
Secure places for their 
proteges before they fin- 
ish their terms. The 
same directive provides 
Tor the disapproval of 
appointments issued in 
bulk after the elections. 
and based only on po- 
litical considerations, 
Only those appoint- 
ments issued due to ap- 
parent need and which 
have undergone regular 
Screening process con- 
ducted by the Person- 
nel Selection Board be- 
Tore the prohibited pe- 
tiod as provided for un- 
der the election law and 
rules will be allowed — 
KARINA CONS- 
TANTINO-DAVID, 
chair, Civil Service 
Commission, Constitu- 
tion Hills, Batasang 
Pambansa Complex, 
Dilishan, QC 

+ 


vice director of Mapis which is un- 
der the Public Relations and Infor- 
mation Service headed by House 
Deputy Secretary Victoria V. 
Loanzon. 

© Genovea was a consultant with 
the Office of the Speaker and the 
employees alluded to in the article, 
although categorized as Mapis staff, 
have not been reporting to this office. 

We thank the Inqurker for the ar- 


ticle which will help put a stop to 
this practice of unauthorized over- 
time pay by certain quarters—a prac- 
ice not condoned by this office or 
this institution, particularly at a time 
of national austerity —CELINE 
MARIE F. BUENCAMINO, serv- 
ice director, Media Affairs and 
Public Information Service, House 
of Representatives, Constitution 
Hills, Quezon City 


Glebelines 


Chinoy subversives 


I NEVER met Lawrence Dy 
Ong; in fact, I never even heard 
about him ‘until about three 
weeks ago, when his friends cir- 
culated an appeal, through e- 
mail, to raise funds for his medi- 
cal expenses, Lawrence, a social 
activist, was dying of liver can- 
cer. 

Lawrence was vice president 
for development of Kaisa, a 
foundation that seeks to build 
bridges between local ethnic Chi- 
nese, or Chinoy (Chinese Pinoy), 
and the larger Fili 
nity. It seemed natural that Law- 
rence would end up working with 
Kaisa since his whole life h 
involved "bridge-building. 
Right after graduation from col- 
lege, he joined the Jesuit Volun- 
teers and worked with many dis- 
advantaged groups, including 
juvenile delinquents, Vietnam 
refugees, Acta families and rebel 
returnees. 

Lawrence organized Kana- 
wan Acta communities for alter- 
native sources of livelihood, 
helping them to get government 
permission to tap unused public 
land to raise peanuts and other 
cash crops. He also worked with 
rebel returnees in Bataan who 
had been forsaken by the gov- 
ernment, linking them to experts 
from the University of the PI 
ippines for agricultural activities, 
including the establishment of a 
mango orchard. 

Lawrence was also a street 
parliamentarian, taking to the 
streets in the anti-chacha (char- 
ter change) rallies during Ramos’ 
time and in the other mobiliza- 
tions against Estrada. 

As vice president for devel- 
opment in Kaisa, Lawrence su- 
pervised the construction of the 
Kaisa Heritage Center from 1998 
to 1999 and it was through his 
persistence that the center was 
finished on time, a rare feat for 
any construction job. The center 
houses a museum and research 
center on the Filipino-Chinese 
community. 

We've all met people like 
Lawrence, but 1 think it's 
portant to highlight that Law- 
rence was doing all this as a 
Chinoy, defying traditions and 
stereotypes. Many people still 
think of the Chinoy as busi- 


ness people who don't think of 
anything else except making 
money. The Estrada administra- 
tion further fuelled anti-Chinese 
sentiments because of the prob- 
lem of Chinoy cronies. 

Lawrence called himself a 
Chinoy subversive, and he was in 
fact carrying on a long tradition of 
other Chinoy and Chinay who chose. 


“to work for social change. They 


were there, supporting struggles 
against the colonial rulers—Span- 
iards, Americans, Japanese—as 
well as against local despots and 
incompetent leaders such as Marcos 
and Estrada. 

More often than not, this in- 
volvement was a quiet one. The 
irony was that while many Tsinoy 
and Tsinay had a great love for the 

they knew, too, that 
nos, their involvement. 
in political activities made them 
much more vulnerable to 'repris- 
als. The risks were great, punish- 
ments often much harsher than 
what non-Chinese would be sub- 
jected to. The Chinese cemetery in 
Manila has a memorial to ethnic 
Chinese who were executed by the 
Japanese during World War Il. Un- 
der Marcos, there was the case of 
the Yuyitung brothers, journalists 
who spoke out on social issues and 
were deported to Taiwan, where 
they served long prison sentences 
as alleged communists. 

Chinoy and Chinay “subversives” 
learned to work quietly, not just be- 
cause of their fear of adverse conse- 
quences but because of a very simple 
ethos: Do what needs to be done, 
without expectation of rewards or 
awards. 

About three years ago when 1 
wrote about the Western Visayas 
State University's medical school 
and how they had produced gradu- 
ates who went back to their home 
villages to serve, one Chinoy doc- 
tor at the Chinese General Hospital 
took the initiative of contacting the 
college to offer an annual scholar- 
ship. He has sent money each year, 


anonymously, expecting nothing 
in return. I didn't know about 
this until recently when the 
medical school dean told me 
about this generous donor. When 
1 mentioned this scholarship to 
other Chinoys, several offered 
to donate their own scholarships 
as well, again without fanfare, 
without publicity. 

There are many others who 
have done their share, through 
community service, scholarships 
and donations, marching in the. 
parliament of the streets, or sim- 
ply staying on in the Philippines 
and keeping their investments 
here. No, the Chinoys and 
Chinays have not had to do this 
with press releases. At the anti- 
Erap rallies they were there as 
Filipinos, shoulder to shoulder 
with everyone else, working like 
Lawrence did among the Acta, 
the rebel returnees, the Vietnam- 
ese refugees. 

Lawrence died last Friday at 
the age of 44 but even before 
he died, he asked that people 
carry on his work. The meager 
savings he had, he bequeathed 
to a Sagip-Hirap Trust Fund, to 
be used to support more volun- 
teers to work with non-govern- 
‘ment organizations and people's 
organizations. Volunteers work 
for free but it still helps to have. 
funds to cover modest stipends 
and allowances as well as their 
health insurance and assistance 
for emergencies. There will be 
a board of trustees to adminis- 
terthe funds, coming from Law- 
rence’s family, Kaisa, Xavier 
School's Class of 1974 and 
other groups. 

Those interested in support- 
ing this trust fund can call Kaisa 
at 526-6796, 526-6798 and 527- 
6083. You can also visit the Kaisa 
Heritage Center at Anda corner 
Cabildo Streets, Intramuros. Or 
e-mail them at kaisa@philon- 
line.com. 

There will be a memorial ser- 
vice for Lawrence tonight at 7:30 
p.m. at the Funeraria Paz on 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
His funeral will be tomorrow, 
Wednesday, the cortege leaving 
Funeraria Paz at 9 a.m. to move 
on to the Chinese cemetery for 
the cremation. 

‘Mabuhay ka, Lawrence! 
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Kashmir row sours summit 


AGRA, India—The leaders of In- 
diaand Pakistan girded themselves 
for another round of summit talks 
yesterday, but themood wassoured 
by overnight arguments over their 
decades-old Kashmir dispute. 
Pakistani officials said the foreign 
ministers of both sides would meet at 10 
to thrash out differences over a 
planned joint declaration, after which 
Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and Pakistan President Pervez 
Musharraf would hold a third round of 
one-on-one talks. 
“Intense discussions on the joint de 
tion continued late into the night between the 


officials on both sides,” Pakistani govern- 
ment spokesperson Anwar Mahmood said. 

“There are differences of opinion,” he 
said, adding that the Pakistan side wanted 
to include provisions they felt would set a 
course for future dialogue. 

Vajpayee and Musharraf held two 
lengthy sessions on Sunday that had 
been given a positive spin by both sides, 
with the Indian premier also accepting 
an invitation to visit Pakistan later in 
the year. 

However, the Pakistani delegation is- 
sued an official statement overnight, re- 
butting comments by Indian officials that 
other issues apart from Kashmir had been 
substantially discussed at the talks. 


"President Pervez Musharraf made it 
plain to his host that no progress could be 
made toward normalization of relations 
between the two countries unless the is- 
sue of Kashmir was resolved in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the people of 
Kashmir,” the statement said. 

On issues pushed by New Delhi, such 
as terrorism, nuclear safeguards and trade, 
the statement said they had only been 
raised by Vajpayee during his opening 
remarks at delegation-level talks. 

“Musharraf had responded that Paki 
stan was willing to discuss those issues as 
well, but no other could be addressed un- 
less the core issue was discussed and re- 
solved,” it said. 


“Progress on Kashmir had to be in 
tandem with progress on other issues," 

India and Pakistan have fought three 
full-scale wars since the partition of the 
sub-continent in 1947—two of them over 
Kashmir, which is divided between the 
two countries and claimed by both. 

Prior to the summit, Pakistan had re- 
peatedly insisted that Kashmir was the. 
"core issue,” while India wanted a "com- 
posite dialogue" with Kashmir and other 
areas of bilateral concern given equal 
priority 

In Indian Kashmir itself, police yester: 
day reported 13 fresh killings in separa 
tistlinked violence, taking the death toll 
to 190 in the past 12 days. AFP 
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Russia, China 
to cement ties 
with treaty 


MOSCOW—Bound by common concerns about 
US missile defense plans, Russia's. Vladimir 
Putin and China's Jiang Zemin sat down for 
talks yesterday to mold their partnership into a 
paramount friendship treaty 
‘The treaty is the first such document since 
1950, when Joseph Stalin and Mao Tse-tung 
created’ a Soviet-Chinese alliance that later 
soured into bitter rivalry by the 1960s. Since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 Moscow 
and Beijing have put their disputes behind and. 
forged what they call a “strategic partnership. 
China is the biggest customer for Russia's 
defense factories, rich in expertise 


and advanced weapon designs but short on or 
ders from Russia's own impoverished military 
‘Together, the two countries oppose US plans for 
a national missile defense and alleged US at- 
tempts to dominate world affairs. 

Jiang arrived Sunday for a four-day visit on 
the heels of the International Olympic Commit. 
tee decision at its Moscow meeting to award the 
2008 Olympics to Beijing, and met with outgo- 
ing IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch. 

“We saw the jubilation of Beijing residents 
on television and we rejoiced together with you, 
Putin told Jiang in the Kremlin before proceed 
ing to the “many important questions” he said 
were on the agenda. 

s visit also follows the successful test 

of a missile intefceptor by the United 

a step forward in its quest to build a 
national missile defense system, 

Both Russia and China warn that the pro- 
posed American missile shield would upset the 

ic balance and trigger a new 
Tace. China's concerns are potentially even 
stronger, because its nuclear arsenal is tiny com: 
pared to Russia's and even a limited missile 
AP 


Wahid foes threatens 
to hasten impeachment 


JAKARTA. 
leaders yeste 


Indonesian political 

d to imme: 

e an impeachment 

session of parliament if President 

Abdurrahman Wahid declares a 
state of emergency this week 

^ meeting of the leadership of 


uled to start on Aug. 1 

The session is to demand Wahid 
account for his erratic rule. A rejec- 
tion of his account by the MPR would 
mean an end to Wahid as the coun- 
try s first freely elected president. 

Sophian said that in a bid to en- 
the MPR (national assembly) and able the 700-member MPR to im: 
of the heads of the political fac- mediately convene a plenary. 
tions agreed to immediately con- members had been asked to 
Vene the special session ifthe presi- at the parliament when Wahid's 
dent issues his decree on Friday.” deadline falls on Friday 

Sophian, head of the lar The MPR compri : ‘ ipa 

est party bloc in parliament, said, sentatives from the regions and | SUMMIT SITE 


iussi omic meio | ryan sna passes 588 up Ven ih Geros ton Ro ane 
he sine OL aS pent Ys Ware aan MR e ded " held, Italy has hired the luxury liner to accommodate all the leaders apart from US President Bush, so 


allow him to dissolve parliament, house of parliament, the DPR. n Din che sol when d far Bay dro d 
eds nm E. CMM Mas heil of the sec | Pl canbe kept ii ont guardi one sco when they ret, end faraway from any stes ates 


day to reach a compromise deal to ond largest political faction at the 
avert the impeachment session, parliament, the Golkar Party —was 
“If the decree is issued on Fri- quoted by the Satunet website 
ay, the MPR will immediately hold Saying that he believed, with the 
jary and on the very same day early warning, there would be 
the special session." said enough MPR members in town at 
Sophian, from Vice President the time of the deadline to meet a 
Megawati Sukamoputr's Indone- quorum fora plenar 
sian Democratic Party of Str A plenary. needs at least two- ofa legacy as the great modemizer 
Sophian’s comment came after thirds of MPR members present, — 9f his country while stru 
MPR chair Amien Rais last week Enough MPR members could be against a drooping economy and. 
warned that if Wahid went ahead gathered within four hours, he said. form-minded opponents demandi 
with the emergency decree, the “I think it should be sufficient to more democracy 
MPR would advance the planned convene a plenary session,” Idris The 75-year-old leader acknowl- 
special impeachment session sched- said. AFP edged that he has made mistakes 
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defense could erode its deterrent value 


Mahathir on 20 years in power: No regrets 


KUALA LUMPUR—Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Mohamad celebrated 
20 years in power yesterday, assured 


that cost him politically, but said 
he had no regrets 

T think I may have made some 
mistakes, yes, but L-cannot regret 
the decisions that I have made, al 
though they may be very unpopu. 
Jar and may have caused me to lose 
support,” Mahathir told reporters, 

But 1 believe I made these 
things for the good of the country 


not for my own good, because I'm 
going, Mahathir said. “I 


ter dependent on tin, rubber and 
palm oil into a high-tech center of 
electronics exports and one of the 

wealthiest countries in the region. 
Along the way, he.consolidated 
more power into his own hands 
and has been criticized for arrest 
ing his opponents, weakening the 
judiciary’ and curbing the news 
AP 


Publisher 
Graham 
critical 
after fall 


WASHINGTON— 
Katharine Grahàm, 
chair of The Washing 
ton Post Company and. 
1998 Pulitzer Prize 
winner, was in critical 
condition after under 
going surgery follow 
ing a fall, a hospital 
spokesperson said yes: 
terday 

Graham, 84, was at 
tending a gathering of 
media executives in r 
sort town of Sun Val- 
ley. Idaho, when she 
fell Saturday on a walk 
way outside a condo- 


can’t stay forever 

Asia's lon 
fused to say when he mi 
joking that the stock m 
tumble. 

Mahathir came to power July 16. 
1981, and transformed his South. 
east Asian country from a backwa- 


est-serving leader re- 
t retire, 


ket could. 


media. 


It’s all in here. 


minium, according to 
the Washington Post, 
She was taken by 
helicopter to the St 
Alphonsus Ri 
Medical Center in the 
state capital Boise 
where she underwent 
said hospital 
Amy 


gional 


spokesperson 
Miller. 

Graham was listed 
in critical condition 
early yesterday in an. 
intensive care unit 
Miller said, giving no 
further details. 

The publisher, who 
enjoys considerable 
clout in ih 
capital, entertained. 
most modem US presi- 
dents at, her 
Georgetown home, in: 


Bush earlier this year 
Graham took over 
The Post Company af 
ter the death of her hus- 
band, Philip Graham, 
in 1963. She was chair 
of the board for 20 
197310 1993 
before cedin 


the posi 
tion to her son Donald 
Graham. 

The Post became 
one of the most influ: 
ential newspapers. in 
the country under her 
stewardship. AFP 
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Wage hike scares Mactan firms 


BY IRENE SINO CRUZ 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—Companies at the 
Mactan Export Zone (MEZ) have 
‘warned that they might move out of 
the country amid complaints of 
friendly” government policies and de- 
lining productivity. 

In a report submitted Friday to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, presi- 
dential liaison officer for Central 
Visayas Elberto Emphasis said the 
MEZ companies preferred to relocate. 
to China or Vietnam where labor poli 
cles are "stable and investor-friendly. 

Emphasis urged the President to 
visit Cebu and meet with the business 
sector, saying her "presence will help 
tremendously in abbreviating this vola- 
ile business condition." 

‘The zone has more than 100 com- 
panies, which account for over 60 per- 
cent of Cebu's total exports and jobs 
to 50,000 workers. 


Emphasis met with at least 40 top 
executives of foreign-owned compa- 
nies at the MEZ after he heard that 
several companies had planned to 
move out of the country. 

‘The leading reason for the dissatis- 
faction at the zone, which was aired 
during the meeting. was the reported 
plan of Sen. Juan Flavier to file a bill 
increasing the daily minimum wage by 
P125. 

“If there's a straw that (will break) 
the camel's back, this should be it,” 
noted a top executive of an American 
firm, 

'he MEZ executives also cited the 
issuance of Department Order No. 3 
by Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas 
that prohibits labor contracting. In the 
past, the Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment allowed labor contracting, 
through Department Order No. 10. 

Foreign firms favor labor contract- 
ing because it enables them to hire 
workers based on demand for their 


products. 

“Without labor contracting, com- 
panies will have to (refuse) orders,” 
the MEZ executives explained. 

‘They also noted the declining pro- 
ductivity of its workers. 

"Years ago, we (were) ahead of 
(the) curve. Now, we find the compe- 
tition more and more difficult, espe- 
cially from the company's assembly 
facilities in India and China,” an ex- 
ecutive sai 

In his letter to the President, Em- 
phasis noted that the foreign locators 
at the zone “have become skeptical of 
the government.” 

“During the initial stage of the dia- 
logue, their depressed look was evi- 
dent and their distrust toward govern- 
ment was noticeable,” he said. 

"Despite the effort I made (during 
the meeting), they have become 
skeptical of (the) government and they 
requested to have a dialogue with you," 
his Jeter to the President added. 


The MEZ executives also ex- 
pressed frustration and confusion over 
the mixed signals they had been get- 
ting from the government. 

“Do you want us to stay or do you 
‘want us to go" one executive asked. 

‘Another said they have a hard time 
dealing with the government because 
"it's been talk for months now, but no 
action," referring to their complaints 
over government's “unfriendly” poli- 

Still another said they would prefer 
to talk directly to somebody responsi- 
ble. “Please convey the message, we 
‘want to go and talk to central govern- 
ment people rather than just send let- 
ters,” he told Emphasis. 

‘One company executive revealed 
that most Japanese companies based 
in the MEZ had been visiting China 
and Vietnam to look at the possibility 
of putting up new facilities or relocat- 
ing there if things get more difficult in 
the Philippines. 


Gov presses bounty on kidnappers 


COTABATO CITY—North Cotabato 
Gov. Emmanuel Piñol has launched a 
campaign to raise funds to reward 
those who can give information on the 
whereabouts of a Chinese engineer and. 
his kidnappers. 

Following the seizure of Zhang 
Zhong Quiang, the Army's 602nd In- 
fantry Brigade has limited the move- 
ment of Chinese workers in the P3. 
billion Malitubog-Maridagao irriga- 
tion dam in Carmen, North Cotabato. 

Piñol said the Chinese construction 
firm, the military and local officials 
had ‘agreed that no Chinese worker 
would leave the project site without 
properly coordinating with the Army 
and police “for their own security." 


“This is to send the message that 
kidnappers could not do their business 
here and get away with it," Piñol said 
of the bounty. 

The bounty system is working 
against the Abu Sayyaf bandit group 
im Westem Mindanao, the governor 
said, 

Taking a cue from Mel Gibson's 
movie “The Ransom,” Piñol said the 
kidnappers would surely fight, prob- 
ably kill, each other for the reward that. 
would eventually lead to Zhang's re- 
lease. 

‘Zhang's abductors are demanding 
$4 million from his firm, China Im- 
port-Export Technologies Inc., 
through the intervention of the Libyan. 


Embassy. 

"I don't care who they are and what 
their demands are. We maintain a no- 
ransom policy,” Piñol told Notre Dame 
Broadcasting Corp. 

“We don't want Cotabato province 
to be a haven for kidnappers.” 

‘Abu Hamsha, the leader of the gang 
holding Zhang, has threatened to be- 
head the 43-year-old victim from 
southern China if the demands are not 
met. 

Piñol said he was given assurance 
by the Chinese consul’s office that it 
will not pay ransom. 

In Davao City, Presidential Assist- 
ant for Regional Concemns-Southem 
Mindanao Jesus Dureza wamed gov- 


‘ernment officials who are helping fa- 
cilitate the payment of ransom money. 

“Anybody, whether he is a govern- 
ment or military or police official, who 
does his part in meddling with the kid- 
nappers and the victims” relatives and 
now involved (in the) payment of ran- 
som money, is considered a conspira- 
tor,” Dureza said Sunday in his 
weekly-radio program over dxDC Ra- 
dio Mindanao Network-Radyo Agong. 

He said when the official is actively 
involved with this criminal act, it 
means he is promoting kidnapping in 
the country to make money. Edwin 
Fernandez with a report from 
Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bu- 


‘What used to be inconceivable is now 


a reality. 


>The Mercedes-Benz E220 CDI is equipped 
with the latest Commonrail Direct injection 
technology. .Pioneered by Mercedes-Benz, the CDI 
principle involves a constant high pressure pump to 
cylinders resulting in increased horsepower and 
a maximum torque of 315 Nm at 1800-2600 rpm with 
better mileage, while acceleration is at 0-100 kph in 
10.4 seconds. 


> Fuel consumption is much lower than other vehicles 
in the luxury segment at 16 kms./liter, a plus factor in 
these times of increasing gasoline prices. Yet, ignition 
is much quieter, and very low emissions by European 
standards is achieved with an efficient combustion 
process which reduces nitrogen oxide effusion. 


» And with power and economy is the E220 CDI's 
matchless exterior and interior elegance, with 
an excellent on-board atmosphere. 


> Test drive the E220 CDI and find out why you may 
want to take it home after the experience. 


Mercedes-Benz 
The future of the automobile 


‘Commercial Motors Corp. Mercedes Ave. 
Cagayan do Oro City Tel (08822) 732509 


Corp. 5566 Sout 


* "TRANSCOR Motors, Inc. Sen. Benigno Aquino Ave, (Diversion Rd, 
Quezon Ave, Quezon City Tel 922-6925; 928-2532 Telefax 922-3108 * 


jan Miguel, Pasig City Tel 641-9866; 641-9867; 6412206; 641-2290 Fax 641-7367; 641-2287 + BRANCHES * Baloy, 
ic Briones Highway, Bo. Magulkay, Mandame City Tel (032) 345-1250 Fax (032) 346-2772 * Km 14, Sasa, Davao City Tel 
(082) 236-2495 Fax (002) 235-2494 * McArthur Highway, Calasiao, Pangasinan Tel (075) 517-2513; (075) 517-5317 Telefax (075) 522-0783 * DEALERS * CATS 
‘Motors EDSA, Greenhills Tel 723-5008 to 12 Fax 726-7741 * CATS Motors-Alabang, Alabang-Zapote Rd., Las Piñas Tel 872-3768 ; Fax 872-5106 EUROPHIL Motors 
perl way cor. Finlandia St, Makati City Tel 844-3438; 844-6794 + COMMERCIAL Auto Sales Service Corp.2256 Pasong Tamo cor. EDSA, Makati. 

Clty Tel 840-4396; 040-4397 Fax 812-3622 * TRANSCOR Motors, Inc. Araneta St, Singcang, Bacolod City Tel (034) 433-0331; 
Hollo City Tel (033) 320-0952; (033) 320-0567 Fax (033) 320-0536 * AUTOLAND Sales 1616 

OLAND Sales (Dau) Pampanga Tel (045) 332-3342; (045) 332-3343 Telefax (045) 332-3341 


134) 435-0221 1923 Fax (034) 433-0330 


The mother company of a Japanese. 
electronics firm has even decided to 
move the production of some of its 
lines from Mactan to China, one of the. 
firm's executives revealed. 

"We have a big problem. As of this. 
moment, our head office has decided 
to move some of our production to 
China,” admitted a company executive 
in Niponggo. 

1f the Philippines does not take the. 
necessary steps to upgrade its labor 
and the productivity, another execu- 
tive warned, China will soon overtake 
the country. 

Other concerns they raised dur- 
ing the meeting include the increase 
in overtime fees for customs person- 
nel, increase in storage fees, and in- 
adequate water and power supply at 
the zone. 

Emphasis assured the executives 
that another meeting would be called 
to check on whether actions have been 
taken, 


Gov't needs 

P655M more 
for Pinatubo 
housing units 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 
ZONE. The government plans to raise. 
at least P655.5 million to build houses 
for the remaining 4,653 families left 
homeless by Mt. Pinatubo's eruptions 
and lahar lows since 1991, a top offi- 
cial of the National Housing Authority 
said Monday. 

The resettlement program, side- 
tracked by the termination of the Mount 
Pinatubo Commission last December, is 
being sustained on orders of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, according to NHA 
general manager Edgardo Pamintuan. 

Ms Macapagal, then a senator, spon- 
sored the creation of the MPC, which 
Congress established in 1992 and ini- 
tially funded with P10 billion 

“The President has immediately 
asked me and (Housing and Urban De- 
velopment Council) Secretary Michael 
Defensor to draw up a plan of action. 
for the resumption and completion of 
resettlement efforts in the regi 
Pamintuan said in a statement here. 

‘To accomplish the unfinished task, 
Ms Macapagal signed Executive Order 
No. 6 transferring the functions of the 
defunct MPC to the HUDCC, whose 
housing production agency is the NHA. 

Pamintuan said the HUDCC and the 
NHA planned to put up the Pinatubo 
Project Management Office to deal with 
the pending concems of the resettlement 
areas and to supervise the program. 

“It has been 10 years and our people 
have suffered enough,” said Pamintuan, 
a former mayor of Angeles City, one of 
the areas devastated by the eruptions and 
the subsequent pullout of the American 
troops from Clark Air Base in 1991. 

The direct cost of meeting the back- 
og will require P558 million. The rest 
of the amount will be used to purchase 
new sites and construct water and power 
utilities, he said. 

"Only 1,074 houses can be built on 
available lots in the resettlement sites 
so that new sites are required for the 
remaining 3,579 houses,” he said. 

More funds are needed to provide 
and repair basic facilities in 24 Jowland 
and upland resettlements. 

"The MPC, on a P6-billion fund, had 
resettled 44,599 families in those sites in 
the last eight years, reports showed. 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Dengue fever 
cases rising 
in Zamboanga 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—Dengue fever 
‘cases are on the rise here, according to 
city health authorities. 

Dr. Rogelio Silapan, city health of- 
ficer, said 96 cases have so far been 
recorded since June. 

Sixty cases were listed last month 
and 36 more since start of this month, 
Silapan said. 

The victims were confined at the 
government-run Zamboanga City 
Medical Center. 

Silapan said fumigation drives were 
already conducted in Barangays Up- 
per and Lower Calarian, Sutherville, 
Baliwasan. 

In Cotabato City, residents have been 
advised to keep their surroundings clean 
to rid them of possible breeding places 
of dengue-carrying mosquitoes. 

The advisory came following the 
rise of dengue cases recorded at the 
Cotabato Regional and Medical Center 
(CRMC). 

Dr. Adriadne Silongan, CRMC chief, 
said that from January to June, the hos- 
pital registered 189 dengue-afflicted pa- 
tients, Two of the patients have died. 

"This is over a hundred percent in- 
crease from the first to the second quar- 
ter of tbe year," Silongan said. 

CRMC records showed that from 
January to March, 50 dengue patients 
were admitted to the hospital. The 
number grew to 139 for the Ay 
period. Jonathan Ma and Charlie 
Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Typhoon aid sought 


ALCALA, Pangasinan—The 
parents of children who drowned 
when rampaging waters from the 
swollen Agno River swept away 
their houses at the height of 
Typhoon “Feria” here are appeal- 
ing for financial aid, Three of the 
five fatalities were young siblings 
who were asleep when raging 
waters destroyed their shanty 
beside the Gualsic Dike in 
Barangay Caranglaan on July 4. 
The five were Kimberly 
Rodriguez, 6 months old; Ramil 
Ramirez, 7; and siblings Rodrigo 
Fronda, 10; Isabel, 5; and 
Rommel, 2. Yolanda Fuertes, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


NPA suspect slain 


CABANATUAN CITY—A sus- 
pected New People's Army leader 
‘was killed after a gunfight with Army 
soldiers in Rizal, Nueva Ecija on 
Saturday. Maj. Roderick Parayno, 
public information officer of the 
Army's 7th infantry division, 
identified the fatality only as Ka 
Abbed. The battle erupted after Army 
soldiers chanced upon a suspected 
NPA camp in Barangay General Luna 
in Rizal, Anselmo Rogue, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


Death for rapist 


BACOLOD CITY—A former mine 
worker was sentenced to death 
Friday for raping a 12-year-old girl 
in 1997. Rolly Lumiran Montesa was 
found guilty of two counts of rape 
by Kabankalan Regional Trial Court 
Judge Edgardo de los Santos. 
Montesa was also ordered to pay the 
victim P75,000 as civil indemnity 
and P50,000 in moral damages. De 
los Santos said the abuse was 
attended by “aggravating circum- 
stances that required the death 
penalty” because “the victim was 
even infected with gonorrhea as a 
result of the rape.” Carla Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Journalist dies 


CEBU CITY—Veteran Cebu 
journalist Abraham Licayan, 75, 
drowned Saturday night while 
swimming in the waters off his 
private resort in Sitio Tagasa, 
Barangay Poblacion in Tabogon, 90. 
kilometers north of here. The body of 
Licayan was found by his neighbors 
floating in the sea at about 7 p.m., 
according to The Freeman, the Cebu 
newspaper where Licayan was 
provincial page editor and columnist. 
Licayan was declared dead on arrival 
at the Juan Dosado General Hospital 
in Sogod town, The Freeman said. He 
is survived by his wife Aurora and 
children, Abraham Jr, Lilibeth, 
Judilyn and Jennifer. 

PDI Visayas Bureau 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Luzon will experience mostly 
cloudy skies with scattered rainshowers and 
thunderstorms. The restof the country will 
be partly cloudy to at times cloudy with 
isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms. 
SOURCE: PAGASA 
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11 accused seek 
inhibition of judge 


By NESTOR BURGOS JR. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SAN JOSE, Antique—The 15-year-old murder 
case of former Antique Gov. Evelio Javier suf- 
fered another delay. 

Yesterday's hearing was suspended after the 
accused asked Presiding Judge Rudy Castrojas of 
the Antique Regional Trial Court Branch 12 to 
inhibit himself from the case for alleged bias 
against them. 

Lawyer Avelino Javellana, one of the accused, 
also sought the suspension of the two-day hear- 
ing so he can file a written motion for inhibition 
on behalf of the 11 accused. 

Castrojas told Javellana in open court that he 
has seven days to submit his motion. He gave the 
prosecution panel led by State Prosecutor Leo 
Dacera Ill five days from receipt of the motion to 
file their comment. 

Javellana, former Assemblyman Arturo 
Pacificador and nine others are facing charges of 
murder, frustrated murder and attempted murder 
for the killing of Javier and the wounding of 
several others on Feb. 11, 1986. 

Pacificador, a close ally of then President 
Ferdinand Marcos, was named as the alleged 
mastermind. 

His co-accused are his son Rodolfo, Capt. John 
Paloy, Vicente, Vegafria, Eduardo Iran (Boy Mus- 
lim), Ramon Hortillano, Henry Salaver, Eleazar 
Idemne, Romeo Nagales, Rolando Bemardino, Jose 
Delumen, Arleen Limoso and others known only 
as Akay, Nonoy, Totong and Dolfo. 

Limoso, Delumen and Nagales have turned 
state witnesses. 

Leave grant 

Javellana told the Inquivee that Castrojas was 
unreasonably strict on the accused in granting 
them permission to leave the Antique Rehabilita- 
tion Center (ARC), where they are detained, for 
medical treatment, 

He said the judge rejected his motion to leave 
the jail and see his doctor in Iloilo City for his 
heart ailment and asthma, 

"It would be better if Judge (Sylvia) Jurao 
continued to handle the case because she had 
directly heard the testimonies of the witnesses,” 
Javellana said. 

Castrojas, who took over from Jurao on Jan. 
3, denied the allegation. “I was unaware that they 


For quality you can trust. 


(members of the defense panel) were thinking 
that I was biased against them in issuing these 
orders,” he told the Inquiker, adding that he acted 
“based on the rules of law.” 

He said he merely ordered that two guards be 
assigned to accompany the accused instead of 
the usual single guard whenever they were per- 
mitted to leave jail after receiving reports they 
"were seen in parties. 

"If my orders affected them adversely, why 
did they not file a motion for reconsideration or 
appeal?” Castrojas asked. 

"The accused, including Pacificador, frequently 
left the ARC at the Binirayan Hills here to seek 
medical treatment in Iloilo City and in Manila. 

Medical check-up 

Pacificador took advantage of at least two 
instances when he was granted leave of court for 
a medical check-up. 

‘The first was on Feb. 28 when Pacificador filed 
his certificate of candidacy for govemor at the Com- 
mission on Elections provincial office. Earlier that 
day, he held a press conference at Hamtic town. 

On April 19, Pacificador held a campaign cara- 
van. Castrojas granted him a leave of court from 
April 17 to 26 so he could have another medical 
check-up at the Philippine Heart Center in Manila. 

Dacera said the prosecution panel would op- 
pose Javellana's motion, saying it was another 
“delaying tactic” to avoid the cross-examina- 
tion of Limoso. 

Limoso had testified in March last year that 
Rodolfo Pacificador gave him money, which 
was allegedly intended for Iran, in Parafiaque, 
‘Metro Manila, days after Javier was killed. 

He had also told the court that Javellana gave 
a thumbs-up sign when he met with the suspects 
in Pacificador's house in Hamtic after the killing. 

Rep. Exequiel Javier, Evelio's younger 
brother, said he did not see any reason for 
Castrojas to inhibit himself. 

"The case will only drag on and we have 
been wanting justice for my brother and for the 
detainees for 15 years," Javier said. 

Castrojas is the fourth judge to hear the case 
since the trial started in 1987. He replaced Jurao, 
who temporarily took over the case from Judge 
Antonio Natino in 1996. 

The first judge, Bonifacio Sanz Maceda, was 
taken off the case by Javier's lawyers for alleg- 
edly being biased for Pacificador. 
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SMALL boats ferry commuters following the collapse of a portion of Quirino Bridge in 


Santa, llocos Sur. 
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Felled logs caused bridge 
collapse in Ilocos Sur 


SANTA, Ilocos Sur—Lumber and swol- 
len waters caused the collapse of the mid- 
dle span of Quirino Bridge between Bantay 
and Santa towns at the height of Typhoon 
Te 

This was the assessment of Jaime 
Leones, chair of Banaoang Village here, 
who claimed to be the first to see the bridge 
without its middle span. The bridge's 75- 
meter center span was believed wiped out 
on the night of July 4. 

“I saw the huge timber and the strong 
water currents,” Leones said in Ilocano. 

He said the logs, which villagers sus- 
pected to have come from upland Abra 
and other parts of Cordillera, could still be 
scen on the bridge’s floor and base along 
the Abra River below. 

Leones said cows, pigs and other farm 
animals were also swept away by 
floodwaters. Also seen were wild ani- 
mals from the forests of the upland 
Cordillera, including a pregnant deer, 
which was entangled at the south end of 
the bridge. 

Portions of the wiped-out bridge, he 
said, were seen about five kilometers down- 
stream. . 

Dolores Benasa, 78, a resident of 
Banaoang, said the July 4 flood was the 


biggest that ever hit the bridge. 

in my memory, this is already the big- 
gest floodwater that passed through the 
bridge,” Benasa said in Ilocano. 

t the height of the typhoon, 
floodwaters were reported to have risen a 
meter above the floor of the bridge. 

The last time water in the Abra River 
rose was in the 1960s and only reached a 
few inches below the bridge floor, Benasa 
said. 

The Quirino Bridge was named in honor 
of Elpidio Quirino, the first Ilocano presi- 
dent and a native of locos Sur. 

The bridge, built in 1918, is a major 
link to the northern towns of Ilocos Sur 
and Ilocos Norte. 

The Americans bombed the bridge dur- 
ing World War Il to prevent the pursuing, 
Japanese forces. The two southern spans 
of the bridge were destroyed. 

Restoration work was started in 1946 
and completed during Quirino's term in 
1948, 

On Saturday, makeshift barges plying 
the Abra River started transporting light 
vehicles. An old road down the riverbank 
500 meters below the bridge had been 
cleared. Leoncio Balbin Jr, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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Revenge seen 

behind killing 
of Frenchman 
in Lapulapu 


CEBU CITY—Police are 
hunting down the suspect in 
the killing of a Frenchman on 
July 14 inside his house in 
Lapulapu City. 

SPO4 Geoffrey Baguio of 
the Lapulapu police homicide 
division said the suspect was 
one of the orphans in the 
center run by the victim, Raoul 
Louvel, 61. 

Baguio, however, declined 
to identify the suspect as it 
might affect ongoing police 
operation. 

But he said revenge was 
the likely motive as the sus- 
pect was kicked out by the 
victim from the Tierra Sans 
Frontier Children’s Center in 
Barangay Pajac. 

He said Louvel had found 
that the suspect was cutting 
classes and sniffing rugby. 

The suspect was allegedly 
seen in Louvel’s house in Car- 

ion Square, Camella 
Homes Subdivision in 
Barangay Bangkal, Lapulapu 
on Friday and Saturday to ask 
the foreigner to allow him to 
return to the orphanage, 

Louvel was found dead in- 
side his room at about 1 p.m. 
on Saturday. The victim, who 
suffered five stab wounds in 
the chest, was naked. But po- 
lice said he was known to 
sleep without any clothes 
whenever he was at home, 

Police recovered a pair of 
bloodied short pants with the 
name Noel Gavie imprinted 
in the waistline and a 
sweatshirt believed to be 
‘owned by the suspect, 

Investigators believed that 
the suspect changed his 
clothes when he went out of 
the victim's house to mistead 
the investigators. 

But Baguio said it was 
likely that the suspect stole 
the shorts from another per- 
son. Jhunnex Napallacan, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


= PHILIPPINEDAILY INQUIRER 


Peso falls to 53.71 to dollar 


(From page A1) 


Yaowledged the peso would remain 
weak "for the tine being, along with 
other currencies." 

Buenaventura also said Monday's 
nervousness was “exacerbated by 
What's happening in Argenti 

A flare up in Argentina's long a 
mering economic crisis began las week 
with a huge selloi of blue chip stocks 
By skitish investors. Many worried the 
Argentine troubles could damage 
emerging markets elsewhere in Latin 
America and around the globe 

At issue is the country’s ability to pay 
oft $130 billion in deb, slash public 
Spending and put its finances in order 

‘Abu Sayyaf 

A trader from a foreign bank sad the 
market vas "generally disappointed” 
With he way the Macapagal adminis- 
tration was handling the hostage crisis 
in Basilan: 

Buenaventura said it would take 
some time before the administration's 
efforts to solve the peace and order 
problem in Basilan could bear fruit 

"The markt is waiting forthe result 
and thas to be convinced that the mea- 
sures are effective,” he said. 

Were it not for the hostage crisis in 
Basilan and kidnappings in Metro Ma- 
nila. the local currency shouldbe closely 
tracking the Thai baht, according 10 
Buenaventura, 


The baht is trading about 45 against 
the dolia, 

Even so, Buenaventura pointed out 
thatregionai currencies had depreciated 
by a range of 5 to 14 percent this yea. 

He sal the peso had slid by 6.6 per- 
cent against the dollar since the siart of 
the year while the Indonesian rupiah had 
fallen by 14 percent he Japanese yen 
E9 pergont fne Tai b bS peent 
andthe Singapore dollar by $5 percent. 

Budget deficit 

Another concem of investors wasan 
INQUIRER report that the government 
was planning to rase its deficit arget 
this year to F180 billion as a result of 
higher military spending in its campaign 
to wipe out the Abu Sayyaf. 

"The finance department, however, 
said the government was Keeping is 
Budget deficit target for 2001 at P145 
Billion pesos despite a forecast of lower 
collections by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue this year 

"We are constantly reviewing our 
targets inte light of internal and exter 

ments and our atest consoli- 


meet our P145-billion deficit target,’ 
Finance Secretary Jose Camacho said in 
a statement on Monday. 

‘The inter-agency Development Bud- 
get Coordinating Council agreed to 
scale down the expected BIR collection 
by P20 billion this year due to the gen- 
eral sluggishness of the economy, hit by 


the slowdown in major trading partners 
Japan and the United States. 
Lower BIR collections 

But the government said the lower 
BIR collections would be offset by ad- 
ditional savings and higher proceeds 
from the sale of state assets for the rest 
of the year. 

Tax collections fell short of target by 
P126 billion in the first five months of 
the year. However, non-tax revenues 
exceeded the target by P6.3 billion. 

Non-tax revenues are mainly gov- 
‘ernment fees and charges, privatization 
proceeds, foreign grants and earnings of 
the Bureau of Treasury. 

“We had some offsetting gains 
brought in by the non-tax revenues in the 
first half of the year and we project that 
‘we will be able to eam P10.7 billion 
above target in this area,” Camacho said. 

‘The revised total revenue target for 
2001 is now at P558.2 billion, about P10 
billion lower than the original target. 

‘The government earlier said it was 
planning to raise P7 billion from the sale 
Of state assets this year. 

The national budget deficit in the 
first five months of the year reached 
P58.326 billion, up sharply from 
28.079 billion as of April but lower 
than the target budget deficit level of 
61.8 billion for the period. 

Banks summoned 

Instill another move to shore up the 

peso, the BSP summoned bank presi- 


34 Abu suspects charged in court 


(From page A1) 


Hall of Justice in Zamboanga City 
around 4:10 p.m. fora summary inquest. 
‘They were taken to the office of Re- 
gional Prosecutor Wilfredo Yu. 

‘The suspects were tied to one an- 
other with packaging tape, torn cloth, 
rope and wire. 

“This is not right, it’s a horrifying. 
experience for me,” Osin Abdulkarim, 
president of the Basilan Electric Coop- 
erative, complained to the INQUIRER. 

‘Munap Salipddin, who had a slight in- 
jury in his right eye, said the government 
should produce material evidence before 
accusing him and his dentist-son Mannar. 

“Why are we being treated this way? 
We have committed no crime, 
Salipádin, a 57-year-old religious leader. 
of Barangay Tabuk in Basilan. 

Most of the suspects appeared to be 
wearing the same clothes they had on 
when they were arrested. A number 
wore a blue T-shirt marked "Southcom. 
relief mission.” 

Two plastic bags containing new 
slippers were seen being taken inside the 
office of Assistant Regional Prosecutor 
Ricardo Cabaron, apparently for dist 
bution to the suspects, 

Maj. Alberto Gepilano, civil military. 
operations officer of the Joint Task 
Force Comet, said the 28 were earlier 
taken to the brigade headquarters from 
the Southern Command in Zamboanga 
City on board military helicopters. 

“Two armored personnel carriers and 
three military trucks loaded with sol- 
diers, undercover military intelligence. 
officers and policemen accompanied the. 
suspects to the Hall of Justice. 

Cabaron identified the 28 as 
Rabitche Tumanggong, Sadat 
Abdulgani Hussin, Marvin Fernandez 
Hamizon, Marvin Uyag Hassim, Bobby 
Abdulajid Alonto, Selkie Karama 
Abdurasid, Abdulgafar Hadji -Yusup, 
Ebrahim Hamie, Sajid Asaha, Ping 
Chiong Tan, Adulmoner Hasim 
Salipddin, Hadji Mohammad Isah 
Palaw, Badran Abdulhamid, Anwar 
Abdulhamid, Munib Albani, Masser 
Lim Omar, Romy Hairal, Gaafar Mundi, 
POI John Ali, Munap Abdul Salipddin, 


Hadji Abdulgani Abbas, Osin 
 Abducarim, Sirad Antonio, Ibno Haser 
Hagasi, Nimrod Kallong Abubakar, 
Iklaman Abduisalam Taligon, Jalil 
Sansawi and Otoh Hapikin. 

Martial law 

The militant Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan said a state of martial law 
‘was prevailing in the South. 

"The so-called anti-terrorism opera- 
tions are fast turning into a reign of ter- 
ror for the civilian populations of 
Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, Sulu and 
‘Zamboanga City. We fear for their ives. 
and liberties,” Bayan chair Rafael 
Mariano said in a statement. 

"An undeclared martial law prevails 
in these areas, and the President must 
be held accountable for it,” Mariano 
said 

Bot Malocafang defended the arrests 
as “methodical and systematic,” al- 
though it admitted that 19 of those taken 
since Thursday had been freed for lack 
of evidence. 

Rigoberto Tiglao, spokesperson for 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, said the 
government would welcome charges from. 
those who were wrongfully arrested. 

“But as we pointed out, we have not 
received any specific complaints about 
human rights violations or wrongful ar- 
rests,” he told reporters. 

“it’s not that the arrests were done 
in a hurry. But in an emergency situa- 
tion, (it happens) that after an investi- 
gation, no evidence is found against 
some of those who were arrested,” he 
added. 

In a radio interview, National Secu- 
rity Adviser Roilo Golez said the arrests 
followed “correct procedures.” 

“But as (Justice Secretary) Perez said, 
this is not the ordinary arrest that you will 
see in Metro Manila,” Golez said. 

Tiglao said Defense Secretary 
Angelo Reyes had asked the CHR to 
send a team to Zamboanga City to moni- 
tor whether the rights of the suspects 
were being violated. 

"We are calling on the civilian sup- 
porters of the Abu Sayyaf to cooperate. 
with the government and to tell what 
they know, especially where the hos- 
tages are, because they could be charged 


as participants in kidnapping for ran- 
som,” Tíglao said. 

He said co-conspirators would re- 
ceive the maximum penalty of death if 
found guilty. 

Positive ID 

Assistant Regional Prosecutor 
Cabaron said that based on the initial 
investigation conducted by the nine- 
member team of prosecutors, all 28 sus- 
pects had been positively identified by 
10 witnesses as active members and 
supporters of the Abu Sayyaf. 

"There is a heavy case against the 
28 because the witnesses are their com- 
Fades,” he said. 

He described the case as "our spe- 
cial project, because this is a very con- 
troversial case. 

‘Cabaron said the suspects would be. 
turned over to the police and would pos- 
sibly be held at the Zamboanga City 
Reformatory Center while the case was 
being heard. 

But Chief Supt. Simeon Dizon, po- 
lice chief for Western Mindanao, told 
the INQUIRER in a phone interview that 
the suspects would be brought back to 
the 103rd Army Brigade. 

“We will have to discuss it, I have. 
mo idea yet.” Dizon said, 

‘Supt. Mario Yanga, Zamboanga City 
police chief, said they were not prepared 
to admit the 28 suspects. 

“It will be a big nightmare for us 
here. They will probably be brought 
back to Basilan, also by helicopter. Defi- 
nitely, they can't stay here.” 

Senior Insp. Nickson Muksan, First 
City Mobile Group chief, said he had 
been informed by higher officials that 
the 28 would be turned over to the Bu- 
eau of Jail Management and Penology. 

"They will land in the city jail here, 
because after the inquest, they should 
go direct to prison,” he said. 

Southcom chief Lt. Gen. Gregorio 
Camiling said among those arrested 
were three "sub-commanders" of the 
bandit group, each with a prize of PI 
million, and four others with a prize of 
P150,000. 

According to Southcom records, au- 
thorities have arrested a total of 51 

Thirty-four were arrested in Basilan 


dents anew yesterday to caution them 
against putting more pressure on the 
peso by churning or trading among 
themselves as well as violating foreign 
exchange policies. 

The BSP found out last week that 
more than 10 foreign and local banks 
were violating the central bank's strict 
disclosure of dollar transactions worth 
more than $10,000, 

Buenaventura said the Bankers. 
Association of the Philippines, um- 
brella organization of the country's 
45 commercial lenders in the coun- 
try, had agreed to police its ranks 
and cooperate with the central 
bank. : 

* Deja vu 

A trader noted that the peso's weak- 
ness brought back memories of the last 
days of the Estrada administration. On. 
Jan. 17, a day after the Senate voted not. 
to open the second envelope related to 
the Jose Velarde account, the peso 
closed at P52.78 to $1. 

On Jan. 18, the peso closed at a 
record low of P54.79. The follow- 
ing day, it dropped to a day low of 
P53.75 to $Í but bounced back to 
close at P47.50 after the military 
threw its support behind Edsa 
People Power Il that toppled Joseph 
Estrada. 

Camacho said he expected the peso 
to sirengthen in a few months. With re- 
ports from AFP, AP, Reuters 


(26 in Isabela and eight in Malus, 15 
fn Sul (14 in Jolo and one in Patikul, 
ad two others in Zamboanga Ciy. 

"The INQUIRER is sl uying to de- 
termine why only 28 were brought to 
perpe 

Habeas corpus 
Or te 29 arrested in Basilan. ope, 
whom Perez identified as businessman 
Ping Cheong Tan, filed a petition for 
fioe 

Fer sid Tan filed e petition to 
regain freedom. "bu (t) was rendered 
mor because the DOU had already filed 
the charges" 

He sid Tan was inked tthe crim 
nal activities of Abu Sayyaf chieftain 
hada Janjalani. 

itis worthy to note that a criminal 
case for Ldnapping for ransom and se 
fous legal detention has already been 
fied md docketed as criminal eue No. 
3181 before RTC Branch 2, Isabela, 
Basilan.” Siate Prosecutor If Richard 
Anthony D. Fallon said în a July 15 
ERU NAT 

i alo bears sessing that priority 
wes een to Ping Cheong Taa consi 
in te aformston ib ls lawyers 
Tave filed a petition for habeas corpus 
Wilh he coun.” Fadullon said. 

Perez lo mid he was sending Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation agents to 
assist police investigators in Basilan and 
Zamboanga 

'He said ihe NBI agents would help 
speed up the investigation which is cur. 
iy being bandied bythe cal police 

Confidence 

Brig. Gen. Edilbeno Adan, spokes- 
person ortbe Armed Forces, expressed 
onfldence that the end oí the Abu 
pes osm 

“Our operations wil continue until 
the (AFP) has achieved a sralegie vic- 
tory. meaning de neutralization of tbe 
Al Sayyaf. td dismantled is capabil- 
yo Condor lays ale sd Sere 
operations" he sad. 

Adan sud Ue miliary was not op- 
erating with a specific ime frame 

We don't want to ive a deadline, but 
we are doing our best- he said. Wii re- 
ports from Carlto Pablo tn Manila; 
Jonathan F. Ma, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Aussie probers focus on time of massacre 


(From page A1) 


Police are still trying to determine 
the significance of a racial slur scrawled 
on the wall, the Times said. 

Both reports quoted Inspector Detec- 
tive Geoff Leonard of Strike Force 
Tawas, the team set up to investigate the 
murders of Teddy, his wife Mary 
Josephine Lowiva and their daughter 
Clodine, 18, who were found stabbed 
to death in their middle-class. home. 
Both women’s throats had been cut. 


Leonard told the Canberra Times that 
the women were apparently killed some 
time before Mr. Gonzales, who made a 
habit of leaving work around 6 p.m. and 
arriving home around 7 pm., came. 

He said Lowiva left her husband's 
law office shortly around 5 p.m. 

Leonard also said police had estab- 
lished that Clodine had been at home 
during the day, but were unsure of her 
late-afiernoon movements. 

The police, according to the reports, 
are expected to confirm the exact time 


Of the deaths very soon. 

Detectives earlier said that Mr. 
Gonzales was probably killed after he 
disturbed the killers of his wife and 
daughter. 

‘The two newspapers also reported 
how an elderly neighbor of the 
Gonzaleses" recalled how Sef had run. 
1o him for help after discovering the 
murders. 

“He was out of his head, the poor 
boy. He was saying, ‘John help me, 
please help me, " John Atamian, 64, was. 


quoted as saying. 
“I said "what's wrong?” and he 
started to drag me across the street. 
“He said, "Come and have a look 
what they've done to my parents, my 
family,” but 1 couldn't go into the 
house,” Atamian said. 
ippine Ambassador to Australia. 
Delia Domingo-Albert Canberra faxed 
the news clippings along with a copy 
of her letter to Sef expressing her "sin- 
cere condolences” and promising to 
"extend any assistance you may need." 


Bentains want to exhume 
5 more bodies in Pampanga 


By CHRISTIAN V. 
ESGUERRA 


THE FAMILY and lawyers of ca- 
sino employee Edgar Bentain want 
to exhume the bodies of five more 
“salvage” victims that authorities 
had found'in Lubao, Pampanga, to- 
gether with the remains of a man 
Stuffed in a steel drum. 

Bentain’s brother Edcel yester- 
day said he and his family were not 
giving up on their search for 
Bentan's body even if the remains 
that they dug up last Friday belonged 
to mother victim. 

"We were told that Lubao is a 
graveyard for ‘salvage’ victims, One 
of the five bodies could be of 
Edgar's," lawyer Leonardo de Vera 

will not leave any stone 
unturned, We're looking for a miss- 
ing man and right now, we are on 


the right track.” 

De Vera heads a seven-man legal 
panel that would prosecute Bentain's 
abductors and suspected killers. 

‘Angelo Mawanay alias Ador, who 
identified himself s an ex-civilian agent 
of the defunct Presidential Anti-Org: 
nized Crime Task Force, had claimed 
that PAOCT agents poured concrete 
on the body of Bentain while he was in 
a steel drum. 

Mawanay said Bentain was ter bur- 
ied alive in lahar near a bridge in 
Bacolor, Pampanga on Jan. 16, 1999. 

Mawanay claimed Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson had ordered Bentain’s abduction 
and murder of Bentain for releasing a 
videotape showing then presidential 
candidate Joseph Estrada playing 
baccarat in a hotel casino. 

He said he was part of the sixeman 
team, led by Superintendents Cesar 
Mancao and Michael Ray Aquino, that 
carried out the "operation." 


A protégé of Estrada, Lacson con- 
currently headed the Philippine National 
Police and the PAOCTF. 

"The Bentains were told by authori- 
lies that there were five other bodies of 
"salvage" victims that were buried in the 
Sio Domingo Cemetery in Lubao, t0- 
gether with the remains of a man in a 
green steel drum repostedly found in 
1997. 

Quoting police investigators in 
Lubao, Edcel said the bodies were re- 
Covered in separate occasions in Lubao 
and nearby areas. They were “reck- 
lessly" buried in worn-out concrete 
tombs in Sto. Domingo, he said. 

“My brother could be one of the five 
bodies. We want everything exhumed.” 

‘Accompanied by agents of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation, Edcel, De 
Vera and Dante Jimenez of the Volun- 
teers Against Crime and Corruption dug. 
up the remains found in a steel drum to 
determine if these belonged to Bentain. 


The skull and bones were brought 
to the NBI crime laboratory in Ma- 
nila for forensic and DNA tests. 

De Vera described Friday's ex- 
humation as a "breakthrough" since 
it confirmed that people were killed, 
stuffed in steel drums and thrown 
into lahar dunes in Pampanga. “We 
have validated some of the points 
raised by Ador.” 

Edcel yesterday said he wanted 
an independent team of forensics and 
DNA experts to examine the remains 
found in the steel drum. 

He criticized NBI agents and 
members of the Lubao police force 
for their alleged “sloppy” exbuma- 
tion of the remains last Friday. 

He said he could have easily as- 
ccertained if the remains were that of 
his brother's if not for a missing jaw. 
He said Bentain had a metal jacket 
planted on his jaw after he met an 
accident. 


For Loi, up front 
and personal 


By CATHY YAMSUAN 


SENATOR Luisa "Loi" Estrada would 
like to sit in the first row, directly in. 
front of President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo when she delivers her State of 
ihe Nation Address before Congress 
next week. 

Estrada would not reveal the reason 
except to say that she wants lo observe 
the President's "body language and fa- 
cial expressions” during her speech. 

“I understand that legislators are 
treated on a first come, first served ba- 

is so I want to be there early. [ want to 
sit in the front row if I can get a seat 
there,” Estrada said in Filipino. 

By tradition, the President delivers. 
a SONA on the fourth Monday of July 
to signal the opening of the regular ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Even if she arrives late, she would 
still be in the front.row. Senators get 
front row seats in this annual event. 

But senators are seated alphabeti- 
cally. Though Estrada may get a front 
seat, she would not be directly in front 
of the woman who replaced her hus- 
band. 

Alphabetically, the sitting arrange- 
ment would place Estrada at the ninth 
desk from the left in the front row. So, 
she will be seated slightly left of center 
of the podium when viewed from the 
gallery. 

The seating arrangement of senators 
willbe as follows: Sen. Edgardo Angara 
on the extreme left, followed by Senatos 
Teresa Aquino-Oreta, Joker Arroyo, 
Robert Barbers, Rodolfo Biazon. 
Renato Cayetano, Noli de Castro, 


Loi’s phone 


(From page A1) 


cence with the Senate reporters. 

The subjects covered yesterday 
ranged from her husband's court cases 
to where she would want to sit in Con- 
gress (Story on Page A12 ) when Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo delivers her 
State of the Nation Address (Sona) at 
the opening of Congress on July 23. 

Suddenly, her cell phone rang—to 
the tune of "Gloria Labandera.” 

With its vulgar lyrics, it had been the 
theme song of the pro-Estrada multi- 
tudes last April during their five-day 
‘occupation of the Edsa Shrine billed as 
Edsa lll. 

‘The sound of the familiar ring tone 
startled the reporters. One noted, 
“Ma'am, that's "Gloria Labandera. ™ 

The lady senator Estrada beamed a 
wide, mischievous smile. 

Rather than hitting back at ber sing- 
ing detractors, President Macapagal had 
seized on the jingle to proclaim her af- 
finity for labanderas (laundrywomen). 

Proudly, she proclaimed that she 
was, in fact, the granddaughter of a laun- 
drywoman. Her supporters started a 
movement of laundrywomen called 
"Alerta Labandera” which seeks to im- 
prove the lives of about a hundred 
barangays in Metro Manila. 

Ironically, while the President has 
rallied laundrywomen to her side, they 


Jesuits say . 


(From page A1) 


Caluag seid he immediately sought 
permission from his superiors to provide 
Mawanay's family safe havens. He dis- 
closed that it was Fr. Romeo Intengan, 
Jesuit provincial, who gave him the g0 
signal. 

~I immediately made arrangements 
and was able to ind them several safe 
places to stay in. They were moving 
Ground from the evening of June 26 10 
the moming of June 30," Caluig said. 

did not ask who would be implicated 
in what crimes because the les know, 
the better” i 

Out of compassion 

Asked what convinced him and 
Intengan to help Mawanay, Calung said: 
“What moved me was Ador's two kids. 
Whether the allegations of Ador were 
true or not, out of compassion and for 
humanitarian reasons, the kids must be 
secured.” 

The stand of my superiors was that 
if Ador's testimony is really vital, for 
the good of the country, lt us provide. 
the Safe house. Tell the government to 
get material evidence and we have tobe 
Very fair,” Caluag sti. 

Caluag disclosed that the Jes 
moved Mawanay's family twice. 

"Within that week, Caluag said, they 
only leamed from Mawanay about a 
destabilization plot allegedly hatched by 
Lacson against the Macapagal admin- 
istration and the inclusion of 15 indi- 
viduals in a supposed "hit list” 

During the entire week, Mawanay 
appeared depressed, anxious and fear- 
ful, according to the priest. "He even 
asked me if he did the right thing. 
Gunilid ang luha niva hanggang baba 
(His tears tickled down to his chin). I 
Said “mahirap yata magpanggap kung 
nagpapanggap lang ito (i's hard to pre- 
tend if he's lying). 

‘Caluag said he contacted an official 
of a civil society group on June 29 "to. 
ask if it would be possible for them to 
make arrangements for the temporary 
inclusion of Mawanay and his family in 
the group of witnesses for the cases 
against (deposed President) Joseph 
Estrada.” 

"The priest said that at that time he 
did not know the people responsible for 
the crimes as he was avoiding the sub- 
ject that Mawanay would eventually tell 
the world 


had 


Drilon and Estrada. 

"I want to see everything. Being in 
the front row would mean I will be very 
attentive. Besides, I might fall asleep if 
Tam at the back row. In front, I wili not. 
get distracted,” Estrada said. 

Estrada stressed she will not feel 
awkward in Ms Macapagal's presence, 
but would not know if the President 
‘would be comfortable seeing her in the 
front row while delivering her first 
SONA. 

“L recall during the day the senators 
were proclaimed, Noli (de Castro) 
pulled me toward the President. I didn't 
feel awkward even when I was next to 
her. I only noted that when it was time 
for her to raise our hands, she trans- 
ferred to another spot,” Estrada recalled. 

“I don't know if that meant she felt 
awkward. I would not really know if the 
President would not be comfortable in 
my presence,” Estrada added. 

Estrada said she has no plans of ask- 
ing fora special permitto allow her hus- 
band to attend the SONA like all past 
presidents. 

“We will not make that request, 
Anyway, we know that the authorities. 
will not allow him to attend anyway, 
despite his status so why bother,” 
Estrada said, 

‘At one point in her news conference, 
Estrada said she found Ms. Macapagal's 
supposed plan to commute a death sen- 
ence against her husband as “uncalled 
for.” It was like she herself was already 
convicting my husband. h's like saying 
that a death sentence is what she wants 
for my husband,” Estrada complained. 
(Story on Page Al.) 


rings... 


will be among those who will take a mass 
leave on July 23 to join protest rallies 
against her.at the opening of Congress. 

‘The laundrywomen will be among 
the thousands of women which the mili- 
tant group Gabriela said it would mobi- 
lize to support the P125 wage hike de- 
mand and protest the Macapagal 
administration's alleged failure to pro~ 
vide health services and other basic so- 
cial services for women and their chil- 
dren, (See related story on Page AL) 

Gabriela said women workers will be 
supponing the Kilusang Mayo Uno's call 
t0 go on a mass leave on the day of the 
‘Sona despite threats by big companies to 
terminate workers who will join the rallies. 

The women will stage a 
Jaundrywashing skit mocking the "anti 
poor policies" of the President. 

“Women are very much disap- 
pointed that this woman-led government. 
is causing more distress to Filipino 
women." said Emmi De Jesus, Gabriela 
deputy secretary general 

De Jesus said Ms Macapagal had 
practically endorsed the continued 
fering of the Filipino people by her 
lence in the face of increases in the 
prices of goods, petroleum products and 
water rates,” 

“At the same time, she continues to 
deny workers decent wages that will 
help us cope with the crisis," De Jesus 
said 


Sin of confession 

"We have what we call the ‘sin of 
confession. If took Ador's confession, 
would be barred from discussing Ador 
in public,” Caluag said, 

"The priest said he was aware that the 
witnesses in the cases filed against 
Estrada had security arrangements be- 
cause he had earlier helped organize a 
Mass for them and the prosecutors. 

Caluag said that on June 29 
Mawanay expressed to him his concern 
that his family had no protection save 
for the fact that they were in hiding. 
“This was what prompted me to make 
the call for possible protection, and this 
was the only time my contact, who led 
us to Corpus, knew of Mawanay," the 
priest said. 

"The member of the civil society con- 
acted Corpus, who immediately inter- 
viewed Mawanay, according to the 
priest. Corpus agreed to take the 
‘whistle-blower in his custody. 

Best chance 

“When I later told Mawanay that it 
was Corpus who was willing to talk to 
him, he asked me if we could trust him. 
‘Though I did not personally know Cor- 
pus, I simply said that Corpus seemed 
to be our best chance for protection at 
that point. My faith and trust in Corpus 
were based purely on the word of my 
contact and on what I had heard about 
Corpus from other friends," Calung suid. 

“It was only the week after I tumed 
over Mawanay to Corpus that 1 finally 
{got to meet the colonel in person," the 
priest narrated. 

twas on June 30 that Mawanay fi- 
nally agreed to be transferred to lsafp, 
Caluag said. 

‘The priest distributed copies of his 
letter to Lacson, along with his narra- 
tion of the events from June 26 to June 
30. 

I respectfully share with you a state- 
ment Vam releasing to the media today 
with regard to how Angelo Ador’ 
Mawanay and his family eventually 
were placed in the custody of Col. Vic- 
tor Corpus of Isafp. 1 hope this simple 
narration of the events from June 26 to 
June 30, 2001 will put to rest the con- 
fusion over the ‘source’ of Mawanay. 
My statement contains further details,” 
Caluag told Lacson in the letter. 

Mawanay, Clavio and a battery of 
Inwyers joined Caluag in the press con- 
ference 


Ani to press death penalty for Erap 


(From page A1) 


to life imprisonment” in keeping with 
her stand against capital punishment. 

Presidential — spokesperson 

berto Tiglao said Ms Macapagal 
was “not bothered” by the subsequent 
angry reaction of Estrada, who accused 
her of “conditioning the mind of the 
people that I will be convicted.” 

"She was very frank in the inter- 
view with the Japanese journalists and 
she's taking ihe blows, rolling with 
the punches,” Tiglao said. 

"The President is entitled to her 
‘own opinion,” he added 

He said she was in no way attempt- 
ing to influence the Sandiganbayan, 
which is trying Estrada’s case. 

"She didn't and she doesn't want 
to influence the Sandiganbayan,” he 
said, "The fact that a sitting President 
thinks she would commute if ever Mr. 
Estrada is convicted doesn’t affect any 
decision of the Sandiganbayan." 

The Ombudsman said Ms 
Macapagal's comments on the case 
had no bearing on the prosecution of 
Estrada, but Former Justice Secretary 
Serafin Cuevas accused the President 
of indirectly influencing the 
Sandiganbayan. 

‘Cuevas, who joined Estrada's legal 
team last week, noted there had been 
instances when the impartiality of the 
justices hearing Estrada's case had 
been questioned and they could rule 
"in favor of what the President would 
Jike.” 

"It is not definite that it (Ms 
Macapagal’s comment) will influence 
them, but the message is there," 
Cuevas said in a television interview. 

Volatile 

He warned that Ms Macapagal's 
statement did not sit well with 
Estrada's many followers. "The issue 
of Estrada in connection with this plun- 
der case is highly volatile,” he stressed. 

“Would it not have been better for 
the President to state ‘let us not dis- 
cuss that matter because they've not 
even started trying the case ?""* 

‘Another Estrada lawyer, Rene 
Saguisag, issued a statement on the 
President's remarks on the case. 

“Maybe she meant well but it is far 
from clear that she was being fair,” he 
said, 

“She should be cautioned not to 
speak in a manner that would indicate 
prejudgment of the case against one 
presumed to be innocent,” Saguisag 
added. 

He also said that Ms Macapagal 
had abstained from voting on the death 
penalty law when she was a senator. 
She said that the death penalty was 
against her conscience, but added that 
her constituents were for it, according 
to Saguisag. 


Palace tells . 


(From page A1) 


have the force, they should lobby the 
wage and productivity boards to ac- 
cept their position,” Tiglao said of the 
labor groups. 

"The provincial or regional wage and 

ductivity boards are empowered to 
issue orders for wage adjustments. But 
they have yet to meet to respond to 
demands for wage increases, accord- 
ing to Tiglao. 

‘Workers are threatening to mount a 
large protest rally on Monday while 
she delivers her first State of the Na- 
tion Address (Sona) at the opening of 
the 12th Congress 

To fine-tune her Sona, the Presi- 
dent has been holding a series of spe- 
cial Cabinet meetings since last week. 

Tiglao said Ms Macapagal's Sona 
would be different from that of her 
predecessor, deposed President Joseph 
Estrada, in two ways. 

Ms Macapagal is forging a "con- 
sensus in vision” with her Cabinet 
members. And instead of issuing 
“motherhood statements,” Ms 
Macapagal will present detailed action 
plans, according to Tiglao. 

He cited the instructions given to 
‘Agrarian Secretary Hernani Braganza 
to distribute 200,000 hectares of pri- 
vate and public agricultural lands 
within the year 

Moving forward 

"Tiglao disclosed that "moving for- 
ward" was the theme of the President's 
Sona in addition to her "healing presi- 
dency.” 

But militant groups that played key 
roles in People Power Il do not feel 
that the President was moving for- 
ward. 

"They announced that they would give 
the President a grade of 65 percent. 

The Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) 
and the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan) said the grade was based on 
her indifference to the proposed wage 
increase, human rights abuses in 
Mindanao, rising cost of oil prices, kid 
glove treatment of Estrada, never-end- 
ing courtship of the military, demoli- 
tions and tuition increases. 

“We are very disappointed withthe 
President's performance so far so she 
barely passed in our grading sheet,” 
Teddy Casito, Bayan secretary gen- 
eral, said. 

“Her performance is no different 
from that of ihe Estrada administra- 
tion. Her assumption to power was 
radical but she remains passive to the 
people's legitimate concerns up to this 
moment," Casio said. 

He said protesters were preparing. 
an effigy of the President that "will 
show her failure to live up to the ex- 
pectations of People Power IL" 

AL the height of the anti-Estrada 
protest actions, militant groups used a 
huge image of an octopus to represent 
the former President and his cronies, 


He quoted then Senator Macapagal 
as saying she was "torn between con- 
science and constituency" and would 
thus abstain from entering a vote on 
Senate Bill No. 891. 

Desierto, however, said "it is the 
prerogative of the President" to choose 
Whether or not to grant pardons and 
‘commutations, and that he would not 
pass judgment on her statement. 

"jt is not within our province to 
interfere with the exercise of discre- 
tion of the Chief Executive," he said. 
But, he added, “the prosecution will 
pursue the case aggressively.” 

For her part, Marilyn Quirrez, 
Bayan Munt-Quezon chair, joined 
other militants in assailing the Presi- 
dent, saying: “We would like to re- 
ind Ms Macapagal that she is the 
President of the Republic... . The Fili 
pino people are crying for Mr. 
Estrada's blood." 

Live media coverage 

In another feature of Estrada’s case, 
the Department of Justice has formally 
asked the Supreme Cour to reconsider 
its decision banning live media cover- 
age of Estrada's trial in the 
Sandiganbayan 

int 23-page motion for reconsid- 
eration, the government rebutted point 
for point the grounds cited by the high 
court in dismissing the original peti- 
tion of the justice department, the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa 
Pilipinas and other petitioners. 

Importantly, the DOJ and the other 
petitioners are now amenable to pool 
Coverage using a “single fixed cam- 
tra” and tape recorder to record the 
tial, as proposed by SC Justice 
‘Artemio Panganiban. 

"Our (motion) seeks to satisfy the 
need of people to know what's hap- 
pening in the trial subject to the limit 
tions of space at the Sandiganbayan,” 
Justice Secretary Hernando Perez said 
ina press briefing yesterday. 

On July 29, the Supreme Cour, 
voting 8-6. denied the petition seeking 
live TV and radio coverage. 

Motion to go home 

In the Sandiganbayan, the Estrada 
lawyers will argue today their motion 
asking the court to allow Estrada and 
his co-accused son Jinggoy to go home 
to their Polk Street mansion in 
Greenhills to "prepare for trial and pre- 
tral” in the perjury case. 

Estrada is accused of perjury for 
allegedly misdeclaring his wealth. He 
is also accused of illegally using an 
alias to hide his alleged secret bank 
accounts. 

"His lawyers filed their motion with 
the Sandiganbayan's first division, 
which is hearing the perjury case, but 
the first division referred it to the third 
division, which is hearing the plunder 
case and has already denied a similar 


and a giant "Erapzilla;" à la Godzilla, 
that stood for Estrada's alleged abuses. 

Protesters, however, will not burn 
Ms Macapagal's effigy. "We will fo- 
cus on issues,” Casio said. 

"Monday's protest is payback time. 
There's no blanket condemnation yet 
(ef Ms Macapagal). But it should serve. 
às a challenge. She should fulfill the 
promises she made when she came to 
power,” he said. 

People’s summit 

Bayan and other militant groups 
will hold a People's Summit on Thurs- 
day to identify “urgent and doabl 
steps on such concerns as the Estrada 
plunder case and the pursuit of truth 
tnd justice; immediate economic relief 
and other anti-poverty measures: pri- 
vatization and globalization; and hu- 
man rights and peace. 

"The results will be presented to the 
President on Monday. 

“Basically, we are asking her to 
make a choice. Will she favor the 
workers and small entrepreneurs over 
big businesses and foreign monopo- 


lords ... social services over the mili- 

-.. Rational interest over Estrada 
and his cronies?" Casiño said in a press 
statement. 

‘The KMU said the Macapagal 
presidency was an “utter failure” the 
past six months. 

"Arroyo has so far done nothing to 
change the lives of the poor. Her pri- 
orities have been to rally the military 
and the business sectors to her side, 
and to convince the IMF and World 
Bank that they have a steady ally in 
her government,” KMU spokesperson 
‘Sammy Malunes said. 

"Barely a week into her term, Ms 
Macapagal flunked the people's limus 
test when she announced the bigger 
allocations for the military while to- 
tally ignoring the people's clamor for 
improved wages and salaries,” the 
KMU spokesperson said. 

The Partido Manggagawa (PM) is 
proposing a four-point formula to 
break the deadlock on the proposed 
PI25-wage increase. 

The formula includes a nominal 
wage increase; exemption from with- 
holding taxes for those earning below 
the cost of living; subsidy to those 
living below the poverty line when 
they pay GSIS/SSS, PhilHealth and 
Pag-Ibig contributions, and price dis- 
counts on the most basic goods and 

"They must reduce the prices of 
basic goods and increase the take- 
home pay of workers if they do not 
‘want to grant a big wage hike. In other 
words, reduce the cost of rice and cut 
withholding taxes,” PM's Renato 
‘Magtubo said. 

He said attracting investors and 
‘making business competitive should 
not be done at the expense of cheaply 
paid workers, 


petition for house arrest. 

Presiding Justice — Francis 
Garchitorena of the first division said 
he had no reason to object to the mo- 
tion because the perjury case is a bail- 
able offense. 

‘The pre-trial of the perjury case is 
set for Aug. 2, when both the defense 
and the prosecution will start holding 
‘meetings to agree on certain facts of 
the case. 

But Desierto said he would vigor- 
ously oppose the motion during a hear- 
ing today at the anti-graft court. 

“ft is a motion for house arrest in 
disguise, a matter which has already been. 
finally resolved by the court,” he said. 


stressed. 


Desierto added that it was the first 
time that he had encountered a motion 
"to go home to prepare for trial" 
“Why will he be allowed to go 
home? To prepare for trial? For what . 
to get evidence?” he asked. 
"The law is very clear—the accused 
should be in jail. Period,” he 


In Malacaang, Tiglao said there 
was no decision yet on whether Estrada 
should be allowed to attend Ms 
Macapagal’s State of the Nation Ad- 
dress at he joint opening of the 12th 
‘Congress on July 23. 

"Loi may not post bail’ 
In a letter to Perez, Saguisag 


statements that 


asked the justice secretary to caution. 
Deputy Ombudsman Margarito 
Gervacio “to go slow" in issuing 

might have a 
"destabilizing effect" on the politi- 
cal and economic situation. 

Gervacio had earlier said that the 
Sandiganbayan had not favored a pros- 
ecution motion to withdraw a graft 
complaint against former first lady 
Sen. Loi Estrada, and that state pros- 
‘eculors would have to present evidence 
against her if the court required it. 

In a letter to Perez dated July 13, 
Saguisag said Joseph Estrada "told me 
yesterday his wife might not be in- 
lined to post bal if arrested." 


“Three Estradas in detention (are) 
all the market needs," Saguisag wrote. 
“They should study the implications 
of three Estradas in jail" 

The defense also filed a manifestation 
to question Perez on his position that 
Cuevas’ pension as a retired justice of the 
Court of Appeals should be forfeited be- 
‘cause he is lawyering for Estrada, 

Since the law bars retired judicial 
officers receiving state pensions from 
representing public officials in cases 
against the government, Saguisag ar- 
gued that Cuevas was representing a 
Private citizen. With reports from 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr., PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau; AFP 


GMA meets secretly with opposition senators 


(Frompage A1) 


He said that he had dinner with the President last 
Friday, and that a "common friend" whom he re- 
fused to name had arranged the meeting. 

te was not upon my initiative. A common friend 
approached me and broached the idea (of the meet- 
ing)" Lacson told reporters 

He said it was easy for him to agree. "I have no 
fight withthe President. We have been friends since 
she was vice president,” he pointed out. 

An INQUIRER source said the President also had 
Angara as dinner guest last month at her home in 
Forbes Park. 

“Tiglao said there was as yet no “specific plans" 
fora meeting with Sen. Luisa Ejercito, wife of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada 

Licson, Angara and Ejercito are among the new 
senators most identified with Estrada, who is await- 
ing tral for plunder. 

Reaching out 

Tiglao said a distinction should be made between 
“criminal cases and the pursuit of justice” on one 
hand, and "Ihe need for the President of the republic 
to reach out to senators" on the other. 

He said the government would pursue charges 
against Lacson, one of the opposition figures sus- 
pected of fomenting the pro-Estrada rebellion that 
culminated in the May 1 siege of Malacañang. 

“Definitely, this government will sll pursue all 
charges that Lacson has been involved in criminal 
activities" Tiglao said. 

He said the Department of Justice and the PNP 
were "pursuing all their leads.” Nevertheless, he said, 
"ihe President as head of stale, would have to talk to 
a senator of the republic whatever the crime he has 
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been charged with." 

As President, she has to “deal with duly elected 
figures.” Tiglao said, adding: 

“A second aspect of the presidency, of course, is 
to enforce the law. 

"The source who disclosed Angara's meeting last 
month with the President said she asked Angara to 
"help" her in her legislative program. 

Ms Macapagal also reportedly promised Angara 
that she would keep her hands off the battle for 
Senate president. 

But Angara, the lone opposition aspirant for Sen- 
ate president, is angry that the President has appar- 
ently broken her word, the source sai 

"She has been calling the senators. She's actively 
campaigning and meddling in the affairs of the Sen- 
te," the source said. 

"The President is said to favor Sen. Franklin Drilon for 
the top post in the Senate. Asked last week whether she 
hod expressed support for him, she said: "Not in public.” 

No commitments 

Tiglao said the meeting between the President 
and Lacson was cordial. 

'And no specific commitments (were made), but 
asignal from incoming Senator Lacson that he won't 
be obstructionist,” Tiglao said. 

Lacson told reporters that he took the opportu- 
nity to assure Ms Macapagal that he was not in- 
volved in any plot to destabilize her administration. 

“I said that if ever there is a destabilization plot, 
it would not come from my side,” he said. 

n the pro-Estrada rallies last April at Edsa, 
Lacson was one of the senatorial candidates of the 
Puwersa ng Masa who harangued the crowd. 

‘On May I. the Estrada supporters marched from 
Edsa and stormed Malacañang in an attempt to physi- 


low fares in the air 


cally remove Ms Macapagal from the seat of power. 
“T told (the President) about my (non-involve- 
ment) to quell any apprehension she might have 
about a supposed destabilization plot," Lacson said 
Tiglao said the President had asked law enforce- 
ment agencies to look into a statement by the mili- 
tary's intelligence chief, Col. Victor Corpus, that 
Lacson was a "big national security threat." 
“Colonel Corpus must have very solid reasons to 
‘make statements like that," Tiglao said. "He is known 
to be a man of integrity, and is very experienced in 
his work." With a report from Cathy C. Yamsuan 
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RP team to KL 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


EFREN "Bata" Reyes will banner a contingent of. 

300-plus in the Kuala Lumpur Southeast Asian 

Games in September and is expected to win two 
gold medals in billiards and snooker. 

Joaquin De Tagle, president of the Billiards and 
Snookers Congress of the Philippines, yesterday con- 
firmed the participation of Reyes, who is tipped to 
compete in the 8-ball and |5-ball rotation. 

Included in the BSCP's final lineup are Warren 
Kiameo, Antonio Lining, Reynaldo Grandea, James 
‘Ortega, Vivencio Tanio, Lee Van Corteza, Benjamin 
Guevarra Jr. and Marlon Manalo, reigning Asian 
‘snooker champion. 

Like Reyes, Lining and Kiameo are presently com- 
peting in the World Pool Championships in Cardiff, 
Wales. + 


Briton upsets 


GREAT Britain's Gary Ponting finally barged into 
the winner's circle Sunday when he upset Filipino 
Francisco ‘Django Bustamante in the Admiral World 
Pool Championship in Cardiff, Wales. 

The 26-year-old Ponting, a snooker pro, routed 
Bustamante, 5-1, after losing his previous three 
matches. 

With three matches left to play, Ponting, who came 
through on a reserve list after failing to qualify in Bristol, 
still has a chance to get into the last 64 knock-out 
stages. 


Efren "Bata" Reyes will face George San Souci of 
the United States today in a Group 8 match. ESPN 
wwil'tart airing the matches at 9 tonight. 

* Said Ponting: “ I've really played well in all my 
matches but this isthe first one where it's all gone 
right Francisco missed a couple and I dished up but T 
feel I played the same here as I did in the others. 

* Tve played four and the three I've Jost have been 
5- 4's and 5~3°s so my rack difference will be good 
and that means 1 need two wins from my last three 
matches to give myself a chance. Beating such an ex- 
cellent player though has given me so much confi- 
dence.” 

In other upsets, improving young Polish player 
Radoslaw Babica from Poznan, came from 4 - I down 


“With this lineup, we are at least guaranteed of 
three gold medals out of 10 events,” said De Tagle, 
who submitted the final composition of his team yes- 
terday to the POC office in Vito Cruz, Manila. 

Francisco “Django” Bustamante, a shoo-in to the 
SEAG delegation, begged off as he opted to spend 
time with his family in Germany. 

‘The field is expected to increase as aspirants from 
pencak silat, judo, wushu, men's volleyball, cycling 
are in the thick of their qualifying events. 

Tn another development, Amel Querimit finished 
second in the 138-kilometer open individual road race 
in the 21st Asian Cycling championships in Taichung 
country, Taiwan. 

Querimit, 22, clocked 3:03:33.14, placing second 
to 1997 Marlboro Tour champion Wong Kampo of 
Hong Kong, who crossed the tape in 30331.18. A 
Japanese won the bronze. 


‘Django’, 5-1 


against fancied American Corey Deue! to give himself 
four wins out of four and cement his place in the last 
64. 

Babica, who upset American ace Shannon Daulton 
at last year's tournament, could prove to be a real 
threat after today's eliminations. 

Another player to take his tally to four wins 
from four matches is Australian all-rounder Quinten 
Hann, who beat defending champion Fong Pang Chao 
5-1 

Hann, who is sporting a neat Elvis retro-look, 
ways looked in control as he limited Chao's table vis 
its and cashed in on his errors. 

‘Said Quinten: “I really haven't played 9-ball since. 
Cardiff last year and I really didn't expect to-win. 
Chao missed a few balls and it wasn't a great match. 
Evéryone's just warming up at the moment and look- 
ing to do just enough to get through. I'm playing well 
enough although my break isn't so good. As I'm through 
to the last 64 I'l spend the next couple of days work- 


"The event has drawn 128 players from 44 coun- 
tries, with $300,000 at stake. The event is being 
beamed on ESPN to over 60 countries around the world 

Tables for the World Championship are provided 
by Brunswick, clothed by Simonis. The balls are by 
Saluc and racks by Lou Sardo Products. The event's 
official bookmaker is Stan James. 


ing on that break. * Í 
H 
t 


their race-to-33 encounter recently in Manila. 


———— 


REYES displays lethal form against American Far Strickland during 
memoro 


Dayrit hails Rogge election as IOC head 


‘The doctor will boost anti-doping campaign in sports’ 


‘THE PHILIPPINES hailed yesterday the clec- 
tion of Belgian surgeon Jacques Rogge as presi- 
dent of the International Olympic Committee 
(OC), saying it would boost anti-doping cam- 
paigns. 

"Rogge's election should give fresh impe- 
tus to the battle against drugs in sport,” Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee president Celso 
Dayrit told AFP shortly after the results of the. 
Moscow vote were announced. 


Maruyama 
wins, makes 
golf history 


MILWAUKEE—Early in his career, 
Shigeki Maruyama made regular appear- 
ances on a Japanese variety show called 
Yume-ga-MoriMori, which means 
"Lots of Dreams." 

He fulfilled one of them Sunday 
when he became the first Japanese player 
to win a PGA Tour event on the main- 
land, beating Charles Howell If in a play- 


“We believe that Mr. Jacques Rogge is very 
much qualified to succeed Mr. Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. He's a very experienced IOC of 
cial and he's proven to have the same vision as 
Don Juan Antonio Samaranch.” 

Dayrit said the spread of illicit perfor. 
mance-enhancing drugs was “one of the 
more important concerns of the IOC, dop- 
ing not only in the Games but also doping 
in sports. 


Temecula. 
entries this year play- 
13-14 


endary Billy Casper as guest of honor. 

Two of the players—Tonlit Asistio 
and Jayvie Agojo—won their respec- 
tive events last week at nearby 


Asistio, playing in the boys Class 
C, and Agojo, seeing action in girls Class. 
B, won in convincing fashion. for 
Asistio won his division by four 
strokes over Tony Hu of China while 
 Agojo led a 1-2 finish for the RP bets 


He added: "Being a medical practitioner, we. 
expect Dr. Rogge to give more impetus in try- 
ing to curb this particular menace to society. 

Asked about Rogge’ campaign to downsize 
the Games, Dayrit said there were "good points 
and bad points in doing that" 

He said: "is true that it has become so big 
Jately but for as long as the host country can 
still manage to do it, then I don't see any reason 
why not.” 


Gonzales. 


with her six-shot romp over Katrina 


Except for Agojo, who was still play- 
ing in the Optimist International in 
Florida up to yesterday and will fly 
straight to San Diego from there, every- 
body in the team has been accounted 


"We're really happy with the victó- 
ries of Tonlit and Jayvie. It bolsters our 
belief that what we have sent here is one 


Nevertheless, he said there have been "radi- 
cal changes” in the Games in the past 20 years, 
including the entry of professional athletes, as 
well as the commercialization and marketing of 
the Games. 

“Just the same, the world welcomed all these. 
changes. They were good for the athletes, good 
for the Games and good for sport overall. We 
Ss expense tec cee ate oe 
future." AFP 


ippines. 


Vill. 


of the niost prepared delegations in 
years." said Amalia Montecillo, chairof 
the Junior Golf Foundation of the Phil- 


Former national amateur champion 
 Artemio Murakami leads the delegation 
that also includes circuit standouts 
Gerileen Handog, Xandrea Dizon, Miko 
Alejandro, IG Gutierrez, John Kier 
Abdon, Douie Ardina and Debbie De 


off in the Greater Milwaukee Open. 

And whats his ilext vision? 

Maruyama didn't need his interpreter 
„t0 ansiver that one, 

"Beat Tiger Woods!" he bellowed, 
flashing his ever-present smile a litte 
wider than usual after imitating Tiger's 
trademark uppercut and jaw-dropping 
shout 

“Shigeki is a great player,” Howell 
said. "He's probably one of the nicest 
guys out Here, He's always smiling. But 
now he's obviously got a reason to 
smile.” 

Maruyama sank a 1.35-meter (4.5- 
foot) birdie putt on the first extra hole 
after Howell missed a 2. l-meter (7-foo0) 
putt for par on the 18th at Brown Deer 
Park. AP 


Goosen by 3 


LOCH LOMOND, Scotland—Retiet 
Goosen made a few mistakes at the end, 
only this time it didn't matter as the US 
Open champion cruised to a three-stroke. 
Victory Sunday in the Scottish Open. 
‘A month after he botched the 72nd 
hole at Southern Hills only to come back 
and win the 18-hole playoff for his first 
major championship, Goosen went wire- 
to-Wwire at Loch Lomond and was never 
challenged. AP 


The overall standings afier six rounds: 

1. Pastor (Shell-Team TEC) 
97 points; 2. R. Hermoso (Standard in- 
Surance-KACE-Petron) 79; 3. K. 
Arambulo (Kart 1)63; 4. J. Tuason (Stan- 
dard Insurance KACE) 48; 5. E. Carpio 
(She) 32; 6. C. Anton (Shell 29; 7. J. 
Roluya (Shell) 25; 8-3 M, Sy, (Kart 
Plaza), J. Garcia (Kart 1) 18; 1 
Borja Shell) 16. 


ROSARIO, Batangas—Enzo Pastor of 
Shell-Team TEC dominated the sixth 


round of the Formula Toyota Cup, one 
of the featured events at the Batangas 
Racing Circuit here Sunday. 

Pastor, who seems to get better ev- 
ery race, submitted a fast time of 
21:29.466 in the 14-lap race at the 
sprawling 2.9 kilometer long and 15- 
meter wide racetrack. His fastest lap time 
was 1:17.717 in the second lap. 

Pastor's winning time was only 
slightly slower than the time of Jojo 
Silverio, who topped the equally-excit- 


d 


WINNERS ALL 


Champion Nelson Tang (Strato Vector car) is flanked by third placer Jonathan Zaguirre (left) and runnerup Danny Mendoza di 
awarding ceremonies of the Tom's Sports Mini 4WD Challenger 2001. 


and Zaguirre (Bracken car) P1,000. The event was supported by Bench, Alabang Town Center, Norkis Yamaha, Channel V, Joey92.3 
FM and KC393FM. 


Shell’s Pastor dominates Formula Toyota Cup 


ing Asian Formula 3 Challenge. 

‘The win—the third in six races— 
enabled Pastor to keep the lead in the 
overall standings with 97points in this 
annual series sponsored by Shell, 
Norkis-Yamaha, Toyota, Kilton Mo- 
lors, Marlboro, Casino Filipino, CGU 
Insurance, Llumar, Philippine Internet 
Directory and MOF Company. 

A distant second overall was 
Hermoso, whose runner-up finish in the. 
fifth round put him in second place with + 


Án e€ 


ATIONGL CORP. 


79 points. 


Electronics, who fir 


the fifth round. 


The day's other winner was J.P. 
Tuason of Standard Insurance-KACE 


win column with a smashing victory over 
Hermoso and Kirk Arambulo of Shell in 


Tuason, son of the late car racing 
champion Arthur Tuason, clocked 
24:45.079 against Hermoso's 24:47.272 
and Arambulo's 23:47.223. 

‘The former two time karting cham- 3)?! 


pion also finished runner-up to Pastor 


in the sixth round, 


lly barged into ihe 
The results: 


Insurance-KAGE 


31.502. 


Tang pocketed P5,000 and a medal, Mendoza (Bracken car) P3,000 


The awarding of trophies was held 
immediately after the races. 


Round 5—1. J. Tuason (Standard 

Electronics) 

24:45.385; 2. A. Hermoso (Standard in- 

Surance-KACE Electronits) 24:47.272; 
8. K, Arambulo (Kart 1) 23:47 223. 

Round 6—E. Pastor (Shell-Team 

TEG) 2130.05; 3, K. Arambul (Kar 


Rubillar 
| defense 
vs Mizuno 


JUANITO — Rubillar 
stakes his World Boxing 
Council international 
lightweight title for the 
second \jme when he 
fights Japinese Takahiko 
Mizuno on July 28 at the. 
Casino Filipino in 
Parañaque. P A s 

Rubillar successfully 
defended his title witha RUBILLAR 
fifth round knockout of Fahsang Pow Pongsawang of 
‘Thailand last April 25 in Kidapawan, North Cotabato. 

Scheduled for 12 rounds, the fight is one of three 
mainers in the card dubbed "Fist of Fury sa Casino 
Filipino-Paranaque." 

t's being promoted by Gabriel "Bebot" Elorde and 
supported by Thunderbird and Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office. 

Former world flyweight king Malcolm Tuñacao 
battles international flyweight tilist Randy Mangubat 
and bantamweight champion Ricky Gayamo takes on 
Abner Cordero in the other headers. 

“I want to have another crack at the world title,“ 
said the 24-year-old Rubillar of Mati, Davao Oriental 

For ticket inquiries, call 825-7229. 


Ari gets hero’s 
welcome at Naia 


TIGER Ari arrived to a hero's welcome yesterday 
from Japan after retaining his Orient Pacific Boxing 
Federation crown in Okayama. 

‘Accompanied by his trainer, former world charh- 
pion Erbito Salavarria, Tiger Ari was welcomed at the 
Naia by his fans and international fight promoter 
Gabriel "Bebot’ Elorde. 

Tiger Ari stopped Japanese Kazunori Fujita in the 
second round Sunday night for his fifth ttle defense 
that improved his record to 56 wins, 3 losses and 3 
draws with 26 knockouts. 

A right hook followed by powerful blows to the 
Jeft upper eye of Fujita prompted ring officials to halt 
the fight and declare Tiger Ari the winner by technical 
knockout 

Fujita later collapsed in the dressing room and had 
1o be rushed to the hospital 

“We are considering a fight against WBC super- 
featherweight king Floyd Mayweather of the United 
States,” said Elorde. 


DAYRIT 


RP jungolfers ready for San Diego World Jrs 


SAN DIEGO, California—The Philip- 
pines will start its campaign in the San 
Diego World Junior Golf championship. 
tomorrow in four age-group divisions at 
four courses here. 

‘There are 
ing in the 10-and-under, 11-1 
and 15-17. 

The players, butfitted by Adidas, 
Joined the parade of teams yesterday at 
the Torrey Pines grounds, with the leg- 


De Villa's sister, Angela Erika. scored 
a hole-in-one on No. 15 of the Presidio 
Hills pitch and putt course with a 9- 
iron and a Taylor Made Inner Gel ball in 
her first practice round on Saturday. 

"The field is tough but we're confi- 
dent our kids will pull off some sur- 
prises. I's been a long summer for them. 
and this is their chance to put the icing 
on the cake.” said Merwin Mediana, 
jungolf president. 


Hakkinen 
deflects 
Schumacher 


SILVERSTONE, England—Mika 
Hakkinen finally became the topic 
of something other than retirement 
rumors by winning the British Grand 
Pri. 

‘The victory Sunday was the first 
this season for the two-time Formula 
One champion. It also prevented 
polesitter Michael Schumacher from 
tying Alain Prost's carcer record of 
51 victories. 

Hakkinen's Mercedes-powered 
McLaren passed Schumacher's Fer 
on the fifth of 60 laps on the 5.140- 
kilometer (3.194-mile) course and won 
by 33.646 seconds. Hakkinen, who 
started second on the grid, got his 19th 
career victory and his first since Aug. 
27 inthe Belgian Grand Prix. 

"t feels really good obviously after 
all these troubles that have been going 

is year," Hakkinen said. 
suppose it's a fear for every Grand. 
Prix driver who has won. You think 

» you're never going to win again. 

Until Sunday, the 31-year-old Finn 
had been busy answering questions. 
about retirement. He said over the week- 
end he would retum next season, al- 
though he didn't say it would be with 
McLaren. 

The victory was sweet in n bitter 
season in which Hakkinen's car failed 
to start three times at the beginning of 
races, battling glitches in the so-called 
launch control system. But the most. 
disappointing moment came when his. 
clutch blew while he had a whopping 
lead on the final lap ofthe Spanish Grand. 
Pri, 

‘That race April 29 became one of 
Schumacher'ssix victories this year. AP. 
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PROVISIONAL TEAM NIXED 


BAP row needs quick solution-Dayrit 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


PHILIPPINE Olympic Committee president. 
Celso Dayrit yesterday said a provisional 
lineup for basketball wouldn't be neces- 
sary as it would be of no use until the Bas- 
ketball Association of the Philippines lead- 
ership row is settled. 

"There's no need for a temporary lineup. 
What we need is a quick solution acceptable 
to both parties,” Dayrit told the Inquirer. 

Dayrit was actually reacting to the pro- 
posal of SEA Games chief of mission Freddie. 
Jalasco, who last week broached the idea of 
sending a temporary list of players to the 
Kuala Lumpur sportsfest on Sept. 9-17. 

Jalasco said the SEA Games Organiz- 


ing Committee ~ to” Puyat. 
wouldstillallow | The commit- 
an alteration of tee, to be chaired 
the list up to by PLDT bigboss 
Sept. 7 when the. Manny — Pa- 
representatives. ngilinan, will be 
from competing composed of two 
countries hold a representatives 
‘managers’ meet- each from the 
ing. warring factions 
Dayrit also of Puyat and 
said that feud- Quinteliano 
ing parties in "Tiny" Literal. 
the BAP al- “Both al- 
ready agreed on the creation of a steer- _ ready agreed on the formation of a steer- 
ing committee for the SEA Games, an of- < ing committee. In fact, Literal already 
fer proposed by the group of Gonzalo submitted his proposal to Pangilinan,” 


PUYAT LITERAL 


IT is entirely wrong to say that 


Ate Glo cares 


President Macapagal-Arroyo does 
not care about sports, particularly 
the SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur 
on Sept. 9-17. The truth is she does 
care, giving instruction to the Phil- 
ippine Sports Commission to pri- 
oritize the country's preparation for 
the biennial sports meet. 

“In fact, the President's in- 
struction was clear,” said PSC 
chair Carlos "Butch" Tuason. “It's 
the SEA Games. We believe a suc- 
cessful SEA Games campaign 
‘would reflect the condition of the 
country. Our performance in the 
SEA Games would be a good indi- 
cator of our country’s state of 
health.” However, Tuason did not 
make any prediction but he 
stressed that being a former Na- 
tional Sports Association presi- 
dent and Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee official himself, the "athletes 
will be ready and all their hard work 
will bear fruit in September." 

Underscoring a directive by 
President Macapagal, the govem- 
ment agency has coordinated 

the POC and the various 
NSAs on the preparations for the 
SEA Games to prevent commit- 
ting the mistakes of the past. A 
PSC-POC SEA Games Task Force 
has started operations as early as 
January to oversee administrative 
concerns. At present, the PSC 
has spent about P30 million on 
the training of athletes and acqui- 
sition of equipment for the 29 
NSAs that are competing in the 
SEA Games. It has also spent 
about PSO million for the foreign 
exposure of these NSAs as part 
of their tuneup for the games. 

"With enough lead time," 
Tuason added, "perhaps we would 
no longer go through such forget- 
table experiences such as when the 
shoes don't fit and the uniforms 
are either too small or too big.” 

And to make sure that our 
Kuala Lumpur-bound athletes are 
drug-free and in good shape, the 
Philippine Center for Sports Medi- 
cine has started doping tests, 
medical, dental, nutritional and 
physical fitness examinations to 
the members of the delegation. 

Be that as it may, still I would 
like to ask chairman Tuason to in- 
struct his commissioners and 
other members of his staff who 
have no personality whatsoever 
in the SEA Games to just stay 
home and conserve precious dol- 
lars. And best of all, these people 
who are going to Kuala Lumpur 
should render a public account- 
ing of how much they would be 
spending for themselves. By do- 


Manolo R. 
Tigo 


ing so, these PSC officials would 
be showing to the people that 
they are not hiding something 
from the taxpayers who are pay- 
ing for their upkeep. 


JUST ASKING. Some sectors have 
‘welcomed the active participation 
of running priest Fr. Robert Reyes 
in extending a helping hand to 
solve the problems confronting 
Philippine sports. Father Reyes last 
Friday handcarried a mean-spirited 
letter to President Macapagal de- 
nouncing the PSC for “being abu- 
sive and oppressive in dealing with 
the national athletes, coaches and 
other sports officials." 
some quarters also expressed alarm, 
raising the question: Isn't this "re- 
ligious intervention” of sorts? 
"They cited that when Baron Pierre 
de Coubertin revived the modem 
Olympic Games he prohibited "po- 
litical, religious and economic in- 
terference in sports." 


SPORTS TRIVIA. In 1950 at the 
inaugural 
Championship held at Buenos 
Aires, host Argentina won the 
title, beating the United States, 
64-50, in the final game. Argen- 
tina finished the final round un- 
defeated in five games after also 
winning over Brazil (40-35), Chile 
(62-41), France (66-41) and Egypt. 
(68-33). Second-placer United 
States, on the other hand, scored 
stirring victories over Egypt (34- 
32) and Brazil (45-42) while 
swamping Chile (44-29) and 
France (48-33). Chile, Brazil and 
Egypt wound up with similar 2-3 
win-loss records in the final 
round, with France finishing sixth 
and last with a 0-5 slate. In the 
consolation pool, Peru finished 
on top, clinching seventh spot 
with a 3-0 card. Ecuador wound 
up eighth (2-1), Spain ninth (1-2) 
and Yugoslavia 10th and last, 
losing all its games in the tourna 
ment, the last by default (to 
Spain) in the classification round. 

In the ensuing world champi- 
onships, however, Yugoslavia 
served notice of its emergence as 
a new power in basketball. It won 
the silver medal in 1963 and 1967 
and finally the gold in 1970. 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


GAMES THURSDAY (Rizal Memorial Coliseum) 
12 nn—St. Benilde vs PCU (sisrs) 
3 pm.—Letran vs San Beda (jrs/srs) 


MAPUA drubbed San Sebastian College, 70-60, be- 
fore an ecstatic crowd yesterday in the NCAA basket- 
ball tournament at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

‘Anchored by the prolific plays of Steve Marucot 
and Edsel Feliciano, the Cardinals simply coasted to 
their first victory against two consecutive setbacks. 

‘The Stags, who played pathetic ball throughout, 
were nowhere near the form that clobbered the UPHR 
Altas in double overtime last week as they tied their 
tormentors at 1-2. 

Jose Rizal University streaked to its third con- 
secutive triumph with an 80-73 beating of the Univer- 
sity of Perpetual Help-Rizal in the other seniors match. 
‘The Altas dropped to 1-2. 

Entangled in a tightly-fought contest in the first 
quarter, the Cardinals cut loose in the second canto. 
and never looked back from there. 

Marucotand Feliciano, both seasoned veterans, and 
rookie Jeffrey Martin conspired during that span that. 
paved the way for the Cards to take their biggest lead, 
64-58, only 3.59 minutes left in the game. 

Back-to-back triples by Christian Coronel kept 
match close, 66-60, but Feliciano sank a difficult 
‘undergoal stab and Marucot drained a floating jumper 
that eventually broke the hearts of the Stags. 

In juniors play, the San Sebastian Staglets tumed 
back defending champion Mapua Red Robins, 72-69, 
for their third straight victory. 

Score: 

MAPUA 70—Feliciano 22. Martin 19, Marucot 13, 
Lagar 5, Siva 3, Bangoy 3, Sta. Maria 2, Roxas 2, Dula 
1, Buyco 0, Guevara 0. 

SSC 60—Macepagal 14, Nadala 11, Coronel 8, Alad 
7, Uy S, Moore 5, Falcasantos 4, De Leon 4, Reguera 2, 
Najorda 0, Lagarde 0. 

‘Quarters: 15-17, 34-28, 54-44, 70-60 


Ateneo, Xavier 
cagers triumph 


DEFENDING champions Ateneo de Manila and 
Xavier School posted hard victories Sunday at the start 
of the Milo Best SBP and Passerelle tournament at the 
‘St. Benedict College gym in Alabang. 

The Ateneans nosed out Don Bosco Makati, 43-41, 
inan exciting SBP tussle, while Xavier trimmed Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas, 60-55, in a Passerelle contest. 

In other SBP games, host St. Benedict crushed St. 
Francis, 70-48; San Beda blasted Northfield, 94-16; 
Xavier held off Marist, 47-41; and Southridge wal- 
loped Chiang Kai Shek, 48-14, 


Bautista prevails 


NINTH-ranked. 9 Paolo Bautista of La Salle Greenhills 
downed Rommelle delos Santos of Angelicum in 33 
moves of a French defense in the fifth and final round 
to rule the Little Chess League taining tournament 
held Sunday at the Greenhills Center. 

The 13-year-old Bautista hurdled his last three 
games perfectly with a victory over Mark Tafiamor in 
the third round and an upset win over second seed 


However, 


World Basketball 


Emmanuel Emperado in the fourth round. 


THOUSANDS OF 


MACHINES 


FROM JAPAN, U.S., 
AUSTRALIA, EUROPE 
& KOREA 


* NO MINIMUM PRICE 
* ALL MUST GO 


* TAXES & DUTIES PAID 


gil Lower Mau Camp, Argonaut Hl-way, Sublc Bay 
Subic Tel: (047) 252-3333/252-7936/252-6841 * Fax: (047) 252-6840/252-1441, 


y 


http://www.asla-inti-auctioneers.com 


5 Manila Tel: (02) 531-5751/ 531-5789/531-5061 


Cardinals whip Stags; 
Bombers make it 3-0 


Dayrit said. 

Literal, however, denied this, insisting 
that the only solution to the BAP problem 
is to recognize his leadership. 

Pangilinan, chair of Puyat's BAP, of- 
fered his help to mediate between Puyat 
and Literal in an effort to lift the Interna- 
tional Basketball Federation (Fiba) suspen- 
sion levelled against the BAP. 

"The only problem now is the composi- 
tion of the committee. But in the next few 
days, I expect both camps to make a com- 
promise,” said Dayrit. 

He also confirmed that Literal has sub- 
mitted a lineup to the POC composed of 
players who captured the title in the SEABA 
meet held recently here in Manila. 


PORTS ON TV- 
Coutpiten BY LORENZO MANGUIAT 


BILLIARDS: World Professional Pool Championships 
2001, Day 3, 1st Session al 11 am. (f), 2nd Ses- 
Sion at 5 pm. (r) Day 4, tst Session at 9 p.m., 2nd 
Session tomorrow al 2'a.m. on ESPN 

GOLF: PGA Greatar Milwaukee Open, Second Round 
at Bam. (r on Star Sports 

2001 RP Open at 10 p.m. on PTV 4 

Senior PGA Bellsouth Senior Classic, First Round at 
11:30 pm. on Star Sports 

BASKETBALL: WNBA All-Star Game at 8 am. (r- 2 
p.m) on ESPN 

CYCLING: 2001 Tour De France Highlights Stage #9 
at 1:30 p.m. (r— 7:0 pm.) on ESPN 

TENNIS: ATP Miler Lite Hall of Fame Tennis, Semifi- 
nais at 12 noon (ñ on Star Sports 

HORSE RACING: Racehorse Digest at 7 p.m. (r) on 
ESPN 

SOCCER: 2001 Korean Football League Match 4 at 
10 am. (r) on Star Sports 
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LUNCH SPECIAL 
FOREST VOLUME 3 5250/4007438 


DIETHER LOVES 
THE NEW CHEESY 
CRUST PIZZA! 


Love Cheese? Try the 
new Cheesy Crust 
from Pizza Hut. lts 

fee Pe e| BOMIÜN 
with mozzarella & "MBA 
then topped with 
imported cheddar 
cheese that's baked to EE 

a crisp. You can}. (Gaiem 
choose Cheesy Crust |' gaemar oc 
with any of your 
favorite toppings. 
"For all you cheese- 
lovers out there, ifs 
the kind of pizza 
you'll truly crave for!” 
Says Diether Ocampo. 
Rush to your favorite 
Pizza Hut or call 
911-11-11. 
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THE BRIGHTEST, CLEAREST, 
LONGEST-LASTING SHINE EVER! 


(EVEN BRAND-NEW CARS GET SHINIER! SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT!) 


| 


Now you can make your car truly stand- 
Gut trom the pack! With an even shinier 
Goss than when tt was showroom new 


And with better protection against more 
eventual paint aging damage due to 
‘oxidation, sun fading, acid-rain, pitmarks, 


water bird-droppings, soaps & 
Setergants. Even from gasoline stains! 


Diamond Gloss™ is not a wax or a 
silicon polish, but uses a new 
aerospace polymeric resin material. 
With both good adhesion and when 
cured, good anti-adhesion properties. It 
‘adheres and stays longer on your paint, 
but dir, dust & grime slides-off faster. 
Making the car easier to wash & cleani 


Your car's original “clear coat" finish — 
whether stil brand-new, or "not-so-brand- 
new anymore" or already aged" —, 
‘acquires an even deeper, brighter shine. 
Plus a hard, new smoother shield. 
Reflections get sharper, clearer! 


Regardless of Its age, now you can 
koop your precious car gleaming. 
Like a brand new diamon: 


Tutte tranteabie guarantee on new or decre paint lah, Subject to inspection an 


buy. 
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UST's Lao hits back | 
at coach Del Rosario 


MADE IN USA. 
220V. GOHZ 


CLEAN 
& EASY 


Clean up in today's. 
Modern Kitchen 


has never been easier. i| 


>) GILLEST HOLDINGS, INC. 


2426 Jose Abad Santos St. Sta. Cruz, Manila 
"Tel. 254-9353/54. Fax No. 253-0579 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS: (METRO MANILA): ABENSON Alabang Tel 8002001 + 
ABRLEINES INTERNATIONAL INC. Tel 82/4663.64 - ALFREDO S ENTERPRISES 
‘fel 7322720 " AMBASSADOR APPLIANCES Tel. 2425467/81 14461 « ARRANQUE 
ASEAN LIGHTINGS Tel. 7256789 » ASIAN HOME 

5- BLOOMS & BEARS Tol. 41111950 CANADIAN 


1208 HOMEPART INC. To. 
3: LBAA KITCHENWORLD. 


ING. ALIMALL Tol, 9126613 * CAINTA Tol. 6464690 + ERMITA Tel, 5360020 > 
FAIRVIEW Tel. 03/5620 - GALLERIA Tel. 6336600 « IMUS Te. (040) 875: 
METROPOLIS Tel 6090299 * WALTERMARTHANDYMAN INC. CALAMBA Tel. (049) 
5457178 * VIOLAGO Tol. 4149503 « MAKATI Tel. 50164: 
ROQUE CORP. Tel. 2881925 + (LUZON): 
‘TONY'S LUMBER Tol. 5220605 » OLS CONSTRUC 
S CONSTRUCTION Tel. (038) 4113392 + 
£30170238 - MABUHAY HOME APPLIANCES. 
Mandaue and Lapu-lapu City LEYTE LUMBER YARD Tel. 3214055/3215262 
IMINDARAG): Al HOMES APPLIANCES Ta, 221253572212589, (62 ban 
AP Mindanao) - ROBINSON'S HANDYMAN DAVAO Tol. (082) 2243380-81 


‘WARRANTY: BIX MONTHS PARTS & LABOR (PARTS & SERVICE AVAILABLE) 


By DENNIS U. EROA 


VETERAN slotman Gilbert Lao, the 
PBL's Most Improved Player and one 
of UST's key players last year, yester- 
day lashed back at coach Arie del Rosario 
for claiming that academic deficiencies 
led to his non-inclusion in this season's 
roster of the Growling Tigers. 
"That's farthest from the truth 

20, who still has a year of playing eligibility for the 

pafia-based cagers."l have good grades in the first 
semester, but the school stripped me of my scholar- 
ship the following semester.” 

‘Aside from Lao, others who did not make it to the 
lineup were PBL slam dunk champion Cyrus Baguio, 
center Mel Latoreno and sophomore Kenneth Co. 

Aside from poor grades, Del Rosario, author of 
USTs four-peat from 1993-96 and a Mobiline assis- 

also said that Lao and company failed to 
regular practices due to their com- 
mitment with their PBL teams. 

"The UAAP board must do something regarding 
this problem, Some PBL teams prevent players from 
joining their school teams in some tournaments." Del 
Rosario told sportswriters during the formal launching 
of the UAAP last July 9."Ir's high time to teach some 
players lessons.” 

‘With a depleted lineup, UST opened its campaign 


on the wrong foot, losing to FEU, 66-39, in the opener 
fast Saturday atthe Araneta Coliseum 

Lao said Del Rosario s accusation is unfair. "I can 
bear not playing my final year or UST, Buth can't 

xar it when my parens are no longer talking tome 
upon readingahe reasons for my noinchsin, 
SE No reason was given for my failure to enrol tis 
semester T thought he school s concerned with my 
education’ 

Without Lao and company, UST isn'tranked among 
the favorites in the ih UAAP basketball 
beenceof Lio and Latren wea 
Wille Baguio i known as he Tiges 
Afir finishing ninth overal! in te M 

Lao and Latoreno ply for Montaña Jewels, 
Baguio sus up for Happee Toothpaste in the PBL 
wars, Lao is in his fith and final year as a Tiger, 

Meanwhile, there be iule fanfare as te UAAP. 
women's basketball tourmament unfuris today at the 
Mlood-prone UST Gym in Sampaloc. 

‘Ateneo challenges Adamson in the 8 am. opener, 
followed by the FEU-UE tussle a 920 am. Newly 
crowned F, Marin s Cup titleholder UP bas UST 
Fir 

"Unlike men's basketball, women basketball swan 

in attention, Bu just ike in the past, the 
cibles will delight their fans with their never 
die iude 

Action also resumés in the junior division with U 
facing NU at 1:30 pan. Adamson tackles UPat 3 pam, 


LAO: "I 
have good 
grades in 
the first 
semester. 
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FREES TYLE 


YOU REALLY ALL THAT? 


The Contest: 
IW you've seen the NIKE “Freestyle” Music Video then you know you just haye to give 
(Ap, get yaur groave on, bounce ta the beat, and bust a move yourself to the rhythm. 
funky dribbles. Well then t ucky day because NIKE is giving you 
aich the vibe, steal the spotlight, and show off your maddest freestylin', 
sachin’, ball-handlin’ skills at the NIKE "Freestyle Contest 


The Prizes: 

The top dawgs with the hattest freestylin' moves get to take home o load of NIKE 
goodies Third placers run away with P15,000 worth-of NIKE products, while second 
placeri chalk up o cool P30,000 worth of NIKE products and a NIKE Ambient Frozen 
Watch each. The smoothes! of the smooth gel a whopping P50,000 worth of NIKE 
products, a NIKE Trias 50 watch, o NIKE Basketball, and o spanking NIKE MP3 
player EACH! 


The Lowdown: 


Get on down to NIKE PARK or NIKE STADIUM stores and register your crew, limited 
10 3.5 Freestylers, ages 18 years old and above. Your b-ball moves should be 2:3 
minutes long and in-synch with the NIKE "Freestyle" soundtrack, which will be given 
Upon registration Applicants must present proof of purchase worth at least P500 of 
NIKE gear from NIKE PARK or NIKE STADIUM or must pay a registration fee of P100 
eath. Registration starts on July 9 and ends on July 15. Auditions will be from July 22 
to July 27 ot 2pm-Bpm at Strike Zone Bldg., Roxas Blvd. corner E. Rodriguez St., Pasay 
City, tel. nos. 524-1282 to 83 (look for Met Vicencio). The top 10 teams selected in 
the auditions, bassd on ball handling skills, rhythm and coordination, originality, 
presentation skills ond audience impact will sport NIKE products and will compete for 
the grand prizes during the National Finals of the NIKE 3 on 3 at SM Megamall on 
‘August 18, 2001 


Check out the NIKE "Freestyle" music video on MYX. Log on to 
www.nikebasketball.com for more freestylin' action. 


doch s relatives up 10 second. 
disqualilied Iram joining the c zes wil bo awarded 
ding P10,000. will be covered by NIK 
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Manual & Automatic KC2700 4x2/4x4 


‘Signet Las Pina: 
(infront of SM Southmall) 
Tels: 806-2235; 801-7656; 
801-7668; 802-1024 Telefax:806-2230 
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Take time off to indulge. 
yourself in total pampering 


METRO 


Louie C. CAMINO, Editor 


‘and relaxation, Reverse the 
damaging effects of stress and 
discover what it truly means to 

be beautiful and healthy. 


MW 
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At Orient Day Spa, face and 


WPD officer caught 
driving hot BPI car 


By PuiLIP C. TUBEZA 


THE CENTRAL Police District has 
arrested a Manila policeman and a 
member of the Bahala na Gang (BNG) 
who were caught in a stolen car in 
Quezon City. 

‘SPO! Femando N. Mamaril, 46, of the 
Western Police District Station 11, and 
BNG member Ramil N. Florentino, 31, of 
Sitio Payong in Barangay Matan-dang 


Old Balara, Quezon City, were caught 
while they were driving a stolen Nissan 
Sentra Saturday, according to the CPD 
director, Senior Supt. Rodolfo Tor. 

The white Nissan Sentra is owned by 
the Bank of the Philippine Islands, said 
SPO4 Eduardo Dagnalan, of the CPD 
anti-carnapping (Ancar) task force. 

The two men are also suspected of 
being involved in a gang that special- 
izes in illegal drugs and gunru 


body care professionals 
provide total healing based on 
2000 year old oriental 
teachings. Consultation with 
our life strategists offer 
traditional and alternative 
options for beauty and 
wellness, 

FOR STRESS REDUCING 
FACIAL * MASSAGE * BODY TREATMENTS 


Quezon CITY 
eleg 24 Mahusay St cornar Gordon Level, Corton Pe 
peta Rood,Magichowe St, UP Vilage Paseo de Rors, Greenbelt 
Aihorg, tile Diliman Makati 


850-9055 924-2341 813-4087 
850-8841 921-0668 813-4164 


MAKAN CITY 


Ironically, Mamaril is assigned to WPD 
Station 11's drug enforcement unit, 
Dagnalan added. 

Besides the stolen car, police also 
confiscated from the suspects a cal. 38 
revolver, acal. 9 mm., and a cal. 45 pis 
tol, plus a car plate (DFS-542), police uni 
form and several lock picks, Tor said. 

Tor said Ancar agents caught the two 
men around 11 am. in Vista Real in 

WPD/AI8 


Whatever life you lead, 
BPI gives you banking products 
that suit your needs. 


Express Teller 

For 24-hour 
2 banking anytime, 

anywhere. 

Plus — Express Phone, 

Check-Free Payments 

and EPS Shopping. 

Truly, the fulh- 

loaded banking 


Maxi-One 


The superior savin 
checking ond ATM 
account - alhin-one. 
Simple, yet powerful 

to meet your every 


Cash in a cord you 
can flash! With 
Express Cash, 

you can shop, 
dine or party 

at over 20,000 
MasterCard 
Electronic 
establishments. 


Platinum Savings 


A 2-in-1 high earning savings 
account and insurance package. 
Your platinum investment 

for a secure tomorrow. 


Plus, the most innovative, 
most convenient ways to do banking -- 
anytime, anywhere! 
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Phonebanking 


OPEN AN ACCOUNT 
NOW AND GET THESE 
STYLISH BAGS...FREE! 


Hurry! Visit your nearest BPl or 
BPI Family Bank branch today! 


MultiEarner 


A savings account that 
gives you bonus interest 
df you don't withdraw in 

a month. That's 
card! x the power to 


1. Promo is available in all BPI and BP! Family Bank branches 
ration from June 25 to July 31,2001,” 


2. To avail of the free gift tems: 


2.1 Apply for a new BPI Expreis Cash and load at least 
AEDO wo get a FREE Dok Bag 


22 Open an Express Teller, Maxi-One, Platinum or Multifarner 
Satount with the following inital deposit to avall of the. 
corresponding FREE gi 
BRAND ANIMUM INITIAL DEPOSIT] FREE GIFT 
[press Teter 10,000, Bel Bag. 
Am Parsing 50,000 Sing Bog 
Dapon Brand 


[7 Sing ie 
Soa Spree Bag 


ET 


gana Vote bag 


Loading Deposits should not be sourced from an existing BPI 
Er Panay Sank account to quil for de proma. S 


The following accounts are not included In the promo. 


4.1 Express Teller accounts opened by clents who already have a 
deposit account of any ‘ype (ny deposit product am brand, 
Sita sg ool Wh BH or 9A Famly Bane 
Shy ume during the promo period 


42 Max-One, Platinum or MultEarner accounts opened by cents 
vio aeady have an account single r ont cf the same brand 
ay time during de proms pariga (er camps s Far One 
S Muidarner er Panum accoun. n 


through 
BPI Express 
Phone 89-100. 4 


ue 
Bill Payment Ne 


3 via the. 
Express Teller ATM, 
Express Phone and 

Express Online through 
BPI Check-Free 
Payments. 
Enroll Now and 
get a chance to win back 

what you 
up to P00,000.00. 


Internet banking *, 
through your PC or X 
WAP phone with | 


BPI Express l 


And of course, 

24-hour banking with the 

BPI Express Teller ATM 

and cashless shopping with 

the widest network of EPS terminals. 


The Bank reserves the right to deduct che value of any kem 
Srarded to the exclusions in 4.1 and 42 pi 


You may choose berween blue or yellow bags (for sets, one color 
Te dde o tre Pan my provide a coor dierent (Om 
he cents preerence in case the chosen colori not salta. 


“The free gift wil be Immediately awarded to you In ase branch 
Tresor ol e kem. Curie plate alow te folowing 
delvery schedules for claiming your git 


61,15 working days for Metro Manila Branches 
DEM i ipic 


Please chaim your free ft on or before September 30.2001. 

Pas sell udcamed ser this date wil be lorleitad in favor 

f the bani wit prior approval icom DT! 

All employees of BPI Unibank, its subsidiaries, ts PR and Adverusing. 
oy ge Dimensions thé raiver up othe second degree 

SEG ingi and affinity are daquatied from Joining the promo. 


‘All account openings are subject to review and approval of BPI 
tnd SF Fay nk e 


10.In case of dispute, the decision of BPI Unibank, with the 
‘concurrence of DT, sal be considered final. 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
BPI FAMILY BANK 


For more detalls, call 89-100 (press to spesk to a phonebanker) 


or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
Par DTENCR Permit No 1894 series of 2001 


Lacson: Berroya behind 
charges in ‘open letter’ 


By Camuy C. YAMSUAN 


SEN. Panfilo Lacson yesterday blamed 
Senior Supt. Reynaldo Berroya for the 
series of articles by INQUIRER colum- 
nist Ramon Tulfo about Lacson's alleged 
involvement in human rights 

when he was still a police 

the defunct Metrocom Intelligence Se- 
curity Group. 

Lacson, former head of the Philip- 
pine National Police, said Berroya was 
also behind a white paper released “more 
than a couple of years ago” detailing ex- 
actly the same charges against him. 

Lacson said the white paper came 


‘out when he was still PNP director gen- 
eral while Berroya had just been released 
from jail following his acquittal of the 
kidnapping of Taiwanese Jack Chou. 

Berroya until recently was intelli- 
gence chief of the PNP. He has been 
reassigned to Central Luzon. 

‘Tulfo last week published in his "On 
Target" column a two-part "open letter" 
in which he accused Lacson of involve- 
‘ment in summary executions when he was 
still with the MIS. 

‘Tulfo was then a police reporter and 
was covering Lacson. 

Among Tulfo's charges were that 
Lacson wore an expensive Patek Philippe 


Cop guns down 
2 rob suspects 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


THE ODDS were just right for POL 
Eleuterio Frias of the Central Police 
District. He fought off three armed 
robbers, killing two of them and 
‘wounding the third, in a firefight in 
a Caloocan subdivision yesterday 
morning, police said. 

Frias, assigned to CPD Station 10, 
emerged unscathed from the 
gunbattle, said Senior Supt. Benjardi 
Mantele, the Caloocan police chief. 

Frias was escorting a La Suerte 
Cigar delivery van (NPZ-443) driven 
by his cousin, Domeng Frias, when 
the three men, on board a white 
Honda motorcycle (TL-6637) and a 
private jeep, blocked the van at the 
cortier of Lawaan and Malantin 
streets in Amparo Subdivision about 
10:30 a.m., Mantele said. 

‘The suspects were not aware that 
a Quezon City police officer was 
riding shotgun in the van, Mantele 
added. 


When Frias and his cousin re- 
fused to alight from the van, one of 
the suspects shot Frias but missed. 
The policeman drew his service fire- 
arm, took cover, and engaged the 
robbers in a furious exchange. 

Stunned residents and bystand- 
ers immediately called police to re- 
port the shootout. 

The suspects tried to flush out 
Frias from behind the van, but the 
policeman relentlessly fired his gun 
and forced them to flee instead, po- 
lice said. 

Frias chased and shot and killed. 
two of the suspects when he caught 
up with them a few meters from the 
van. He also managed to shoot the 
third man in the chest and arm, but 
the man managed to flee with an Uzi 
submachine gun and a .45-caliber 
pistol. 

Police recovered another 45-cali- 
ber pistol at the shootout scene. 

Mantele said the dead suspects 
were in theirearly 30s. 


Disabled man kills buddy 


A DISABLED man on Sunday alleg- 
edly stabbed dead his drinking 
buddy who challenged him to a duel 
in Valenzuela City. 

Jaime Abad, 58, of Gumamela Du- 
plex in Barangay Gen. T. de Leon, 
Valenzuela, blew his top for no ap- 
parent reason and began cursing 
Longakit "Pilay" Lucresio, 38, while 
they were drinking on Sampaguita 
Street in Barangay Marulas, said 


Witness David Arüeló told po- 
lice that Lucresio, a resident of Yel- 
low Bell Street, Barangay Potrero, 
Malabon, was quiet even while 
‘Abad was goading him to a fight. 

 Aruelo said Lucresio left without 
saying a word. He returned a few 
minutes later with a fan knife and 
stabbed Abad repeatedly. 

Abad died on the way to the 
Fatima Medical Center. Police were 


Senior Supt. Nemesio Neron, Valen- 
zuela Police chief. 


looking for Lucresio. 
Christian V. Esguerra 


‘Tuesday, July 17, 2001 
15th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: 

Gospel: 

Jesus began to denounce the cities in which he had performed 
most of his miracles, because the people there did not change their 
ways, “Alas for you Chorazin and Bethsaida! If the miracles worked in 
you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, the people there would have 
Tepented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I assure you, for Tyre 
and Sidon it will be more bearable on the day of judgment than for 
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to heaven? You will 
be thrown down to the place of the dead! For if the miracles which 
were performed in you had taken place in Sodom, it would still be there 
today! But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of 
judgment than for you.” 

Commentary 

Jesus’ message was focused on the proclamation of the kingdom 
of God and his mission was to invite the people of Israel to be part of 
this new reality. Israel was invited to a new way of thinking in order 
to assert its dignity and messianic mission as God's people: to be the 
light of the Gentiles. Through the prophets it had been prepared for 
this task. The three cities mentioned in the reading were obviously 
not interested in assuming this mission, although they had wimessed 
the signs of the new reality. Matthew makes clear, in a disturbing 
way, that Jesus’ message is by no means without obligation, espe- 
cially for God's chosen People. Jesus warns of the severe conse- 
quences from disregarding his call to conversion. 

Father, you have chosen us to be the light of the world. Grant that 
we may be sensitive to our mission to be your instruments of peace. 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Di 
Quezon City, UP P.O. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 
921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; E-mail: claret@cnLnet: Websites:http:/ 
‘(ouww.bibleclaretore (Claretian Publications Inc.) & hitp:// 
missionaries.claret.org (Claretians in the Philippines) 


[= = SUPREME COURT DOCTRINES ==} 


CRIMINAL LAW (AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES)— 
Nocturnity—From the narration of the eyewitness, it appeared that appel- 
lant took advantage of the dark for a sudden and successful attack. f not for 
the kerosene torch, the eyewitness could not have noticed appellant's pres- 
cence. When they saw the appellant, he was already in an attacking position. 
"The attack was sudden and swift. From appellant's posture, it could also be 
deduced that he deliberately or consciously adopted the means of execution. 
It was not by accident or provocation that he attacked the victim. He was 
there waiting in ambush for the said victim. It is a settled rule that nocturnity 
may not be taken as an aggravating circumstance separate and independent of 
treachery. The reason for this rule is that nighttime forms part of the peculiar 
treacherous means and manner adopted to insure the execution of the crime. 
Inasmuch as nighttime was adopted by appellant to facilitate the means of 
execution of the crime, itis absorbed by the qualifying aggravating circum- 
stance of treachery. [Citations omitted. [Justice De Leon, Jr., Second Divi- 
ion, People v. Cirilo, G.R. No. 134245, December 1, 2000] 
DIGEST By R.B. VERA 
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watch allegedly taken from a kidnapper 
killed by Lacson's subordinates, and: 
that Lacson had a hand in the death of 
bis wife's first husband. 

T smell the handiwork of Berroya;" 
Lacson, apparently irritated and speaking 
in Taglish, yesterday told Senate report- 
ers. "T've read the same (charges) more 
than a couple of years ago in a white pa- 
per. 1 don't want to discuss these any- 

"If I take them up point by point 
Lacson said, referring to the charges 
Tulfo's column, “they (his accusers) 
will only answer back. There will be no 
end to this issue." 


Lacson has always dismissed alle- 
gations by his detractors, the latest of 
‘whom are Angelo Mawanay, an alleged 
civilian agent of the defunct Presiden- 
tial Anti-Organized Crime Task Force, 
and Col. Victor Corpus of the Intell 
gence Service of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines. 

‘Corpus had called Lacson a threat to 
national security. Lacson said: “I do not 
‘want to react anymore to these charges. 
T'Il just concentrate on my job as sena- 
tor.” 

Lacson distributed white cotton 
shirts to Senate reporters following 
yesterday's news conference. A photo 


P 
LACSON 


of him smiling is print 
along with the words “Ako na naman 
(Me again)?" 

Lacson said he is not even consider- 
ing filing libel charges against his detrac- 
tors. 

"I just hope everything will come to 
pass," he said. “God will take care of 


BERROYA 


them I hope they will stop what hey 
redoing.” 

"The neophyte senator said he would. 
rather concentrate on legislation, his new 
responsibility, 

"Let them take their issues to the 
proper court" he said. “I would rather 
focus on my job. 


why did you include Ping's 
wife in your quarrel with him?" fiend 
asked me yesterday. “That was unfair 
of you. Wives and children should be 
excluded from men’s fights” 

He was referring to the second of 
a two-part article about Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson, former chief of the Philip- 
pine National Police and the defunct 
Presidential Anti-Organized Crime 
Task Force (PAOCTF). That article, 
which appeared in this space last Sat- 
urday, was in the form of an open 
letter io Ping Lacson. 

My friend was referring to that 
part wherein I said that Ms Alice 
Lacson used to be the wife of a de- 
tainee of the defunct Metrocom In- 
telligence and Security Group 
(MISO). Ping Lacson was one of the 
officers at the MISG. 

Alice, a commercia] model, was 
Ms Gil when Ping met her in 1974. 
Her husband was Reggie Gil, son 
of a prominent lawyer at the time. 
Regzie's father defended Ameri- 
can tobacco tycoon Harry 
Stonehill, who was charged with 
tax evasion by the government in 
the early 1960s. The American 
was eventually deported. 

Reggie Gil was a problem child. 
He had frequent brushes with the 
law. But he never went to jail be- 
fore martial law because of his 

father’s influen: z 
During martial law, however, 
the influence of Reggie's father 
waned. Reggie was arrested for vari- 
ous offenses. The MISG, the most 
dreaded military unit during mar- 
tial law, took Reggie into custody. 

During one of Alice's visits to her 
husband, Ping Lacson, a handsome, 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


dashing officer who graduated from the. 
Philippine Military Academy (PMA) 
three years earlier, saw her. 

Lacson followed Alice after she came 
‘out of the MISG headquarters inside 
Camp Crame. My sources said he in- 
vited her to a nearby restaurant. 

Not long after, Ping and Alice were 
having an affair. The husband didn't 
have any idea what was going on right 
under his very nose. Alice kept on visit- 
ing him, but this time she had a different. 
reason—to have a tryst with her lover 
boy. 

Ping and Alice met at a "safehouse" 
provided by Set. Norie Cruz, one of the 
oldtimers at the MISG. Cruz allegedly 
collected tong from Metro Manila’s 
gambling lords at the time. 


My sources said that Reggie Gil 
was detained for one year at the 
MISG jail and another jail, after 
which he was released. 

A few months after he came out 
“af jail, Reggie was ran over by a truck 
‘on his way to his car. The truck driver 
deliberately ran over him, according 
to my sources. 

Former MISG members told this 
writer they were surprised to know 
that Lacson was already living with 
Alice. Their union has given them 
two children, one of whom entered 
the PMA but was kicked out. Lacson 


Was I unfair in including Ping’s 


has adopted Alice’s child by Reggie. 


Why did I include Alice in my sup- 
posed quarrel with Ping Lacson? 

t's not in my nature to engage in 
tsismis, although what you've read above 
may look and sound like one. 

T believe that the story about Ping 
and Alice must be told to give you an 
insight into the character of the man who 
is adored by millions. Those millions of 
Filipinos have sent him to the Senate. 

ing Lacson, the savior of many kid- 
nap victims, has his dark side. Very 
dark. If you hear more about his dark 
side, you'll puke. 

Read more about him inthis space in 
the coming days. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has 
shown that she could be decisive 
when the situation called for it when 
she ordered a crackdown against sup- 
porters and sympathizers of the Abu 
Sayyaf. 

"The bandit group now realizes 
that it doesn't pay to mock the gov- 
ernment which can summon all the 
resources at its command. As they say 
you'll lose when you fight city hall. 

Bereft of moral and material sup- 
port, the Abu Sayyaf will wither on 
the vine, so to speak. Its days are 
numbered. 

As Brig. Gen. Edilberto Adan, 
military spokesman, put it: “We're 
draining the pond that supports the 
terrorist fish." 

Well said, General. 

Extreme situations call for extreme 
measures. 

Ifthe government really wants to save 
the lives of the hostages, two of whom. 
are American missionaries (the third 
‘American has reportedly been executed 


wife? 


by the kidnappers), it should under- 
take unorthodox measures. 

Kt can, for example, have a vigi- 
ante group or the military's “lost 
command" abduet close relatives of 
the kidnappers. By now, | suppose, 
the relatives of Abu Sayyaf leaders 
are known, 

The relatives—wives, children, 
brothers, sisters, parents, uncles, 
aunts—of the kidnappers could be- 
come bargaining chips. 

Ifthe kidnappers continued to kill 
their hostages, the vigilante group or 
the "lost command" could do the 
same to their kin. 

‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth. That's the language those 
Moros understand. 

A couple of years ago, a friend 
of mine, a prominent resident of 
‘Zamboanga City, did the unthink- 
able to the kidnappers of his 
brother-in-law. 

‘The brother-in-law was 
mapped by Moro bandits and taken. 
to Tonkil, an island in Sulu, They 
demanded ransom from my friend. 

Instead of giving in to the kid- 
nappers" demand, my friend went 
to the Southern Command, told 
its leaders that he would shoulder 
the cost of the operations against 
the kidnappers. This included the 
rewards of the soldiers. 

“The soldiers raided Tonkil and 
killed all the kidnappers. My 
friend's brother-in-law was re- 
eased unharmed. 

‘Moral of the story? If the rela- 
tives of kidnap victims would co- 
operate with the government, 
chances are the victims would be 
saved and the kidnappers arrested 
or killed. 


ABOLITION PARADE 


‘Students of the Far Eastern Universit 


hold a torch parade on the Don Chino Roces (Mendiola) Bridge 


as part of their call for the abolition of the Reserve Officers Training Corps program. The Sunday night 
protest followed another boycott of the training program and the setting up of human barricades on several 


campuses. 


ROGER MARGALLO. 


ROTC con man charged with extortion 


Bv AGNES E. DONATO 


CHARGES of robbery-extortion were 
filed yesterday against a jobless man 
who allegedly extorted P750 each from 
three students of the Rizal Technologi- 
cal University in exchange fora passing. 
grade or an exemption from the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps (ROTC) pro- 


gum. 

RTU president Jose Macaballug 
also ordered the investigation of the 
operation of suspect Lauro Dulawan, 


23, in the school and vowed that 
school insiders found involved in the 
corrupt practices in the ROTC would 
be punished. 

Às of yesterday afternoon, Dulawan 
had yet io post the P100,000 bail set 
for his temporary release, said Supt. 
John Sosito, Pasig City police chief. 
Dulawan was still detained at the Pasig 
police station. 

Sosito said Dulawan insisted on wait- 
ing for his lawyer before giving any 
statement to the authorities. 


Maceballug admitted he leamed about 
the alleged illegal transactions in the 
school only from newspaper reports. 

“We would not let matters like this 
happen in this school," said Macaballug. 

He said Dulawan, who was arrested 
by the Pasig City police during an en- 
trapment operation on Friday, was not 
a personnel of the state university. 

Dulawan was arrested after receiv- 
ing marked money from RTU students 
Lemor Patulot, 17, Rodivir Magana, 21, 
and Joseph Magistrado, 17. 


2 Palawan-bound drug suspects caught 


By JEROME ANING 


WESTERN Police District agents last 
week seized about 300 grams of shabu 
from wo Palawan-bound suspected drug 
couriers they arrested at the Manila 
North Harbor. 

‘The suspects, presented to news- 
men by Mayor Lito Atienza yesterday, 
were identified as Bocary Daud, 25, 
married and a resident of the 
Mohagdines Muslim compound along 
Roxas Boulevard in Baclaran, Parafiaque 
City; and Cairodan Sadic, 23, single, of 
the Islamic Center in Quiapo, Manila. 


Supt. Napoleon Tans, WPD-Special 
Operations Group commander, said an 
informant tipped his office about the 
two men’s trip to Puerto Princesa City, 
late Friday afternoon. 

‘The informant said the suspects 
were waiting to receive a package of 
illegal drugs from their contacts at 
the pier. 

‘A seven-man SOG team led by Toas" 
deputy, Chief Insp. Arturo Paglinawan. 
Jr., went to Pier 4 at the North Harbor 
21545 p.m. Friday. The informant inter 
pointed to the suspects, who were car- 
rying travelling bags. 


Paglinawan said they monitored the 
two men's movements for about an 
hour to see if the contacis would ap- 
pear. The suspects suddenly went out 
Of the pier gate, but only to walk to the 
concrete wall to urinate. 

‘The policemen arrested the two men 
initially for violation of a city ordinance 
prohibiting urination in public places. 

The policemen claimed that they 
found in Daud's bag three small plastic 
packets each containing 100 grams of 
shabu. Also found were two Palawan- 
way tickets from Aboitiz Shipping 

ines, the policemen sai 


Trickster 
nabbed in 
Loi’s house 


SEN. Luisa "Loi" Ejercito almost fell 
victim to a man who allegedly posed as 
a member of the staff of Quezon City 
Rep. Reynaldo Calalay and tried to so- 
licit donation from the former first lady 
for a fictitious group. 

The suspect was identified as 
Demetrio Lorenzana, 32, a physical 
therapist from Barangay Real in 
Calamba, Laguna. 

Lorenzana was arrested in the 
Ejercito residence in Greenhills, San 
Juan, but was released later for 
tarian reasons" after Ejercito, 
of jailed President Joseph Estrada, took 
pity on him, according to Chief Insp. 
Tomasito Clet, chief of the San Juan 
police Criminal Investigation Division. 

Police said Lorenzana called up the 
Ejercito residence at No. 1 Polk Street 
in North Greenhills around 11 a.m. on 
Sunday. He spoke to Nenette Tanyag. 
42, Bjercito's chief for operations, about 
soliciting donations for a medical mis 
sion of a foundation, 

Chief Inspector Clet said police had 
to release Lorenzana on the orders of 
Ejercito, who decided not to press 
charges against him. Agnes E. Donato 


WPD... 


(From page A17) 


Barangay Batasan Hills 

‘A Vista Real security guard called 
up police after he saw the white Sentra. 
which had no license plates, enter the 
subdivision. 

"The guard said Mamaril “acted su 
piciously" and identified himself as a 
Manila policeman, 

Ancar agents responded and waited 
for the two men to go out of the subdi- 
vision. After an hour, the two men did 
drive out of Vista Real 

Policemen blocked the Nissan 
Sentra's path and told the two men ts 
surrender, A brief scuffle ensued after 
the two men also drew handguns. 

Ancar agents overpowered the twv 
men and brought them to the CPD hend- 
quarters in Camp Karingal at Sikatuna 
Village in Quezon City R 

"The CPD also conducted follow-up 
operations on Sunday morning and con- 
fiscated a 750-cc Yamaha big bike in 
Florentino's home. Ancar agents are stil 
trying to find out if the mótoroycle yas 
also stolen, Tor said. 3 
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Filipino actors make their mark in New York 


AFTER 12 years, the Fil-Ameri- Wild Party,” “Romeo and Julie" = E (13 words). Neither is it 
can Ma-Yi Theater Company in “As You Like It^ and "Macbeth" VIEWFINDER Poor Dad, Mom's Hung You 
New York City has made a name (as Lady Macbeth opposite F. - Closet and I'm Feeling So Sad" 
for itself as "one of the most im- Murray Abraham):—~"~ words). 
portant incubators of Asian Off-Broadway groups Ching has The five longest film titles are: 
‘American theater in the country" acted for include Mabou Mines, 1. "The Persecution and Assas- 
(A-Magazine) and “One of New Pan-Asia Repertory; New Federal $S]  sination of Jean-Paul Marat as Per- 
York's emerging theaters to Theater, The Foundry and La Nestor U. Torre. formed by the Inmates of the Asy- 
watch” (New York Times). Mama. At the Public Theater, she ——  — — —  — — — —- lum of Charenton Under the Direc- 
True enough, its productions has just appeared in "The ers,"“Inand Out," “Race the Sun,” tionofthe Marquis de Sade" (1966). 
have won plaudits, and its actors  Dogeaters," for which she gota “Simply Irresistible” and “White (25 words) 
have gotten glowing reviews and Lucille Lortelle nomination for Fang 2." And he's in three movies, "Why Do I Believe You When 
special recognition. Topping telist Best Featured Actress. that have yet tobe released: “Swim. YOu Tell Me That You Love Me, 
is Ching Valdez-Aran. She moved Ching has also been very active ming,” “Saturn” and “Harvest.” When I know You've Been a Liar 
to New York from the Philippines in regional theater, with perfor- "Anthony is also active on televi- All Your Life?” (1983). (23 words) 
in 1967 and first found work asa mancesat Yale Repertory, Actor's sion. He has appeared in “Law and , 3- “Those Magnificent Men in 
dancer before she decided to con- Theater of Louisville, Cincinnati “Order” and in “All My Children.” Their Flying Machines: Or, How I 
centrate on acting. Playhouse, Arena Stage and La Currently, he plays Carlos Nicto in Flew fromLondonto Parisin25 Hours 
However, there were few roles Jolla Playhouse. In fact, she’s one NBC's award-winning show, 3d 11 minutes." (1965). (21 words) 
for Asian Women in those days, so of the busiest stage actors in New “Third Watch,” which has gamered _ 4- "Cafeteria or How Are You 
Ching had to act in “color-blind” York. Last year alone, she per- him a Best Asian American Actor Going to Keep Her Down on the 
productions. She often had to work formed on Broadway in "Thé Wild ina Drama Series nominati Farm After She's Seen Paris 
‘without pay, but the experience she Party,” in Central Park in "Julius ^ As you can see, Ching Valdes- Twice.” (1973). (18 words) 
got was invaluable. . Caesar,” in NAATCO's “The Aran and Anthony Ruivivar have 5. “The Saga of the Viking 
When Ma-Yi and the National House of Bernarda Alba,” and in, made their mark on the New York Women and Their Voyage to the 
Asian-American Theater Company Ma-Yi's “Middle Finger” and “The stage, as well as on TV and film. Waters of the Great Sea Serpent 
became active, therefore, Ching was Watcher!” They've competed against the best (1957). (17 words) 
more than ready to play lead roles For his part, Anthony Ruivivar talents from many countries, and ‘Charades, anyone? 
in their productions. She has done has worked with the Public Theater have stood out. It’s taken a lot of TV notes 
six plays for Ma-Yi, including and the Manhattan Theater Club, tee butthishas NATIONAL Geographic Channel 
"Mother Courage,” "Middle Fin- and is a member of Circle East (for. . only made success even more mean- extraordinary adventu s de 
gen" “Flipzoids” and "The metly Circle Rep) His recent e ingful for these outstanding Fil- Goring the rainy season in the new ANTHONY Ruivivar (ight with Orlando Pabotoy in "The Watcher: 
Watcher.” Her biggest triumph was include "The Watcher,” “When American theater talents. weekly program, “Next Wave,” covers a range of active outdoor his sanity in the thriller, “Living in 
in “Flipzoids,” where she won an Cuba Opens Up" and “Balm in Longest film titles which airs every Wednesday,9 p.m. adventure, from classic National Peril” which ‘also stars James 
Obie Award for her performance, Gilead.” NO, the longest film title isnot “Dr. starting July 25. The series willend Geographic Channel explorers to Belushi and Dean Stockwell. It airs 
Aside from Ma-Yi, Ching has His film credits: “High and Art”  Strangeloue, Or How I Leamed to Oct. 17. everyday adventurers. July 19, 2:30 a.m. and 11 p.m., with 
also acted on Broadway in “The with Ally Sheedy, “Starship Troop- Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb” Meanwhile, “Adventure One” On Star TV, Rob Lowe fights for replays on July 29 and 31. 


Who's for divorce, who's not 


THEMORTALITY rate = of divorce. It will just 
of show biz mar- Poy simply give or fortify 
riages is on an all- reasons for couples to 
time high. The same separate. Konting pro- 
goes for the immoral- blema lang mai-isipan 


ity rate, huh? nang mag-give up and 
Morality, immoral- Dolly Anne 
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ity. They rhyme. Con- Carvajal [ 4 easy way out. I 

sidering such a sce- stongly believe what 

üsHG, You Would think givorce bill sayabouttheissue: the Bible says that 

thal stars would be im. Notexactly.Seewhat Cesar Montano: What God has put to- Mr 

favor of the pending some celebrities have to “I'm against the idea gether no man should MONTANO 
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wies). n |m iE Sexy Date Movie Begins Tomorrow! 


Introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng tree- 
> - wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 
F 3 kung hindi maka-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 
on ORIGINAL Nagpustahan ang barkada - sino ang huling 
i barako na di patatali sa pag-aasawa? 
CDs & Music Matapos ang ilang’ taon, sina Michael (Jerry 

Cassettes A " 1 O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 

E Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
es natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with super-seductive Natalie (Shannon | put asunder.” 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). Dina Bonnevie: 
Nguni" di niya inaasahan na matiniab din pala siya | “I'm for divorce but it 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siya sa pusta, | must have stringent 
maglalaho naman ang true love niya! rules. Itshould only be 

Silipin din se hilarious sexy comedy from | resorted to if there's 
Columbia Pictures sina Playboy playmates Julia | domestic violence, in- 


3 2 fidelity, sterility, impo- 
Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. Seien, latio) er 


tion or sexually-trans- 
ed sind === mitted disease. Di- 
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4% economic growth seen in 2nd half 


THE ECONOMY should grow 4 “Our projections arereally based telecommunications, retailing and  belowtheprogrammedamount,he planned to raise its overnight rates pece and order situation in the 
percent in the second half of this on a significant pick-up in the sec- wholesaling. Agriculture, I think, said, without giving details. to counter the weakness of the peso. country is resolved soon. 
year, enabling the government to ond semester of this year.” will emerge consistent with the The deficit stood at P58.33 bil- The bank's ovemight borrowing “We are still saying it will be 50 
Inet its full-year targetof a 3.3-3.8 GDP grew 4 percent last year forecast we made,” Canlas said. lion in the five months to May, be- rate is currently at 9 percent and its by yearend. Of course, that is on the 
percent expansion, Economic Plan- and by 2.5 percent in the three “We expect some recovery in low the targeted level of P61.7bil- ovemightlending ate at 11.25percent. assumption that the US economy 
hing Secretary Dante Canlas said months to March. Canlas estimated construction and also some slight lion for the period. Buenaventura also told Reuters will recover and we are also assum- 
yesterday. last week the economy grew by be- gains in manufacturing,” he added. Meantime, the Bangko Sentral by phone the central bank did not ing that we will solve our peace and 
‘Growth in the services and farm tween 2.8 and 3 percent in the three Canlas said he did notexpect the ng Pilipinas said it has no plans to intervene in the local foreign cx- order problem. I don’t think this is 
sectors, as well as slim gains in months to June. emerging debt crisis in Argentina to raise its key overnight rates to help change market yesterday. He said permanent, the peace and order 
manufacturing, should ead to gross ^ — A-percentexpansioninthesec- affect the Philippines adversely, the peso, which fell toa six-month the peso tracked the weakness of problem,” Buenaventura said in an 
domestic product (GDP) growth of ond half would allow the govem- specially the government's fiscal low of 53.56 to the dollar in early other regional currencies interview with local dz MM radio. 
“about 4 percent” for the six months ment to hit the lower end of its full deficit target. trade yesterday. Buenaventura added that he saw ^ — Headded analysts from banks and 
to December compared with the year growth target. “So far within the six months of Bangko Sentral Governor the peso recovering to 50 per dollar fund managers expect an improve- 
second half of last year,hesaidina “We're seeing continuous the year, we have been successful Rafael Buenaventura told reporters by year's end assuming that the US ment in the dollar/peso on a six- to 
television interview. growth in the services, particularly in keeping the actual budget deficit when asked if the central bank economy recovers quickly and the 12-month basis. AFP, Reuters 


Budget gap target 
remains at P145B 


‘THE BUDGET deficit target for 2001 still remains 
at P145 billion. 

“We are sticking to the P145-billion deficit tar- 
get. At worst, we may exceed the target by P10 bil- 
Tion," Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho said 
yesterday. 

He described as “outrageous” reports that a higher 
deficit of P180 billion was being considered by the 


Aquino administration. * 
Camacho said the inter-agency Development 
‘Budget Coordinating Council had decided to stick to 
a 


the P145-billion deficit target even as it brought 
down the full-year collection target of the BIR by 
P20 billion to P388 billion. o WW n 

Tax earnings fell short of target by P12.6 billion. 
in the first five months of the year but Camacho noted. 
that the January-May level was 7.8 percent higher 
compared to the BIR collection last year. 

‘The total revenue target this year was revised to 
P558.2 billion or P10 billion lower than the original 
target, the finance chief said. 

"He said items like non-tax earnings as well as 
privatization proceeds should help offset the BIR's 
lower take. The sale of the government's remaining 
10-percent stake in Meralco should also bring 
privatization revenue up to P10 billion, he said. 

Earnings from government fees were also ex- 
pected to hit P2 billion more this year to P21 billion. 
While income of the Bureau of Treasury was seen to 
exceed the target by PS billion at P25 billion 

‘Camacho said the government had also identified 

romising real estate assets" to sell even if the 
market remained in a slump. t doesn’t matter, we 
need the money,” he noted. 
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‘The 30-company Philippine Stock Exchange 
Index rose 1.31 points to 1397.61 alter dacining 


3.12 points Friday to 1396.30. 

‘The broader All Shares index gained 2.23 
points to 799.63 after advancing 3.26 points to 
797.40 Fri 


Volume fatto 234 milion shares but value rose 
to P377 millon compared with 514 shares worth 
P207 mion waded on ray. 

lowever, deciners outnumbered gainers 4010 
30, as worries over the weakening peso and lin- YOUR WORLD OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 
‘geting security and economic concerns continue 
fo dampen investor interest. There were 35 esuos. 
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MRT-3: 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 
(Second of three parts) 


‘THIS month, the Macapagal administration will have 
to search its meager pockets for about P1.99 billion 
to pay the creditors of Metro Rail Transit Corp. It was 
only on Feb. 8—just 18 days after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo took her oath—that the govern- 
ment shelled out the first P1.99 billion to cover for 
Metro Rail Transit's debts. 

Ms Macapagal's fiscal managers were as surprised 
as their predecessors at the obligations that they must. 
pay in behalf of the Metro Rail consortium. The con- 
sortium, led by Fil-Estate Management Inc., consists 
of Ayala Land Inc., Anglo-Philippine Holdings Corp., 
Greenfield Development Corp., Ramcar Inc., Allante 
Realty and Development Inc. and DBH Inc. 

"This "sovereign burden” actually began a year ago 
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and would continue until Metro Rail Transit could 
fil its coaches with enough passengers so it could 
pay its way out of its debts. 

"While many have grown to appreciate using the. 
Metro Rail system or MRT-3 for the comfort and 
speed it brings, still more continue to ignore it for 
reason like out-of-the-way stations and poor access 
to trains. 

"MRT-3 did not tum out to 
be what the public had expected, 
and this is affecting ridership. 
Maybe the government should 
have made sure first that the quality of the transport 
system was good before it agreed to throw in all those. 
guarantees," a former finance secretary, who re- 
quested anonymity. told the InquiteR 

‘Guaranteed profit 

Under the 25-year build-lease-transfer agreement 
between Metro Rail Transit and the Ramos admin- 
istration, the government will guarantee a 15-per- 
cent return on the Metro Rail consortium's $190- 
million investment. The deal committed the govem- 
ment into ensuring a private group's profitability 

Persons familiar with the situation said MRT-3 
was a build-operate-transfer project that became a 
BLT deal at the last minute. This made billions worth 
of difference. Had MRT-3 been carried out ona BOT 
arrangement, Metro Rail Transit not the govem- 
‘ment—would shoulder losses that might arise. It 
would have been the private group's responsibility. 
to make the railway profitable. 

Apart from agreeing to guarantee a 15-percent re- 
turn-on-investment, the Ramos administration also 
allowed Metro Rail Transit to use passenger volume 
as a measure of profitability. For the consortium to 
break even, its railway must move 440,000 passen- 
gers a day, with each paying an average P34. AS of 
today, only 250,000 passengers use the ransport sys- 
tem daily and they pay about P12 each. The govem- 
ment—and, ultimately, the taxpayer—is, in effec, 
paying for the fare of 210,000 people who don’t even 
use the Metro Rail coaches when going to and retum- 
ing from work or wherever it is they are going. 

Debt burden 

Under its contract with the Metro Rail Transit 
consortium, the government will lease MRT-3 for 
25 years, upon which the railway system will be- 
‘come state property. 

‘A former finance undersecretary. who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, says the rent is composed of 
two pars. There is an "equity portion" that the govem- 
ment must pay monthly to Fil-Estate and all the other. 
members of the consortium that built MT-3 anda "debt- 
servicing component" that goes to the creditors. 

"To finance the construction of is railway system, 
Metro Rail Transit borrowed around S646 million. 
from Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, Japan Export-Im- 
port Bank, Postal Bank of the Czech Republic, Czech 
Export Credit Agency and a group of local banks. 

"The Department of Transportation and Commu- 
nications is supposed to pay a monthly rent to Mero 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


319 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue Ext, Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 840-30-78; 843-78-31; 618-94-11 to 29 


E ees 
ESSERE EE 


& CORAZON. DE LOS SANTOS 
M  SVP-Controiiership Group ass 


‘SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me tia 120 day a, 
Cio. emana sanam to me Pai No 
ren ebay 


T. TE 
lana Ron. Conon No. 00373584 sun 


MARGARITOR. 
Presgent and CEO 


2001 n Mant 


2 


PECIAE REPOR 


SUBSCREED AND SWORN o before me is 120 day of. 
rusa ecg ma rennes Coton Ne 
Eten febre) 2 200" end t Catone Na. 09373003 


A railroaded deal? 


Rail Transi out ofthe railway's earnings Since there aren't 

enough passengers, however, te railway isn't making 

enough money to pay forse. So the government—and, 

‘imately, the taxpayer —is et footing the bill. 
Questions 

The Commission on Audit is looking into this ap- 

parently onerous deal. "The commission is asking why 

the government has to pay the 
debts of a private company.” one 
finance official told the gure. 

Among the projects that carry 
government guarantees, only 
Metro Rail Transit has been able to clinch a guarantee 
on its earn 

Stilt may be premature to judge the Ramos ad- 

istration. 

“tis difficult to judge because the Ramos admin- 
istration worked under a different condition,” the 
nance official stressed. “But it is really rare to hear 
about a government tying to guarantee the earnings 
of a private company when eamings—or losses, for 
that ater. are risks that the proponent most take.” 

"The Metro Rail consortium has asked the gov- 
ernment to allow it to build a S-kilometer extension 
of is railway from North Edsa to Monumento to im- 
prove its passenger load. The extension will link up 
MRT-3 with the Light Rail Transit system that runs. 
from Baclaran to Monumento using the western por- 
tion of Metro Manila 

"The problem with this proposal, however, is that 
the consortium wants the government to provide the 
same guarantees for the -kilometer extension as it 
did for the existing system. 

Efforts to change 

There were efons by the Deparment of Finance un- 
der Jose Pardo o bring down Metro Rail Transit's guar- 
anteed retum-on-investments from 15 to 10 percent and 
even restucture the entire deal. These plans, however, 
‘were derailed by a political isis that forced Pardo's boss, 
then President Joseph Estrada, o step down. 

‘Finance undersecretaries who were holdovers from 
Pardo's tenure tried to push for a renegotiation of the 
MRT-3 deal. They believed that with the audit com- 
mission coming into the picture, there was a chance 
io change the whole thing into a build-ransfer-own 
deal. Transfering ownership of MRT- to the state 
would make it easier for the government to find the 
budget to pay Metro Rail Transits creditors. 

À finance official privy to this mater said the pri- 
vate groups were willing to sell MRT-3 to the govem- 
ment 1 even thought they were willing to tke a cut in 
the minimum from 15 percent to something lower. Back 
then, we were planning to pay them for their unrecov- 
ered equity and ROE with government securities and it 
seems they were open to he arrangement,” he said. 

Changes initiated by the Macapagal administration, 
however, have again waylaid these efforts 

For now, the government is trying to estimate the 
extent of the damage that former President Ramos’ 
so-called legacies have lft behind 

(To be continued) 
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-$500-M bond deal 
with CSFB stays 


BY CLARISSA S. BATINO 
AND GIL C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday said 
there would be no renegotiation of 
the terms of a $500-million bond is- 
sue to be handled by Credit Suisse 
First Boston even with a worsening 
spread against emerging market bor- 
rowings. 

fe are not discussing any renego- 
tiation of the terms,” Finance Secretary 
Jose Isidro Camacho said yesterday. 

‘The financial market had been 
abuzz with talks that Credit Suisse 
was trying to re-negotiate the terms, 
particularly the pricing of the bond 
issue, 

‘The US-based investment bank has 
reportedly committed to "firmly under- 
write” the $500 million, 10-year glo- 
bal bond issue of the Philippine gov- 
ernment with a yield of 5.1 percentage 
points over 10-year US Treasury bond 
rate. 

"The local capital market is rife with 
speculation that Credit Suisse First. 
Boston would be compelled to seek for 
a reworking of the terms of the bond 
float. 

The INQUIRER sent a query 
through e-mail to Carsten Stoehr, 
CSFB managing director for Asian 
debt capital market, asking whether. 
CSFB would renegotiate the terms 
of the IOU and whether the under- 


writing agreement was on a firm or 
best effort basis. 

Tn his reply, Stoehr declined com- 
ment, "Due to he US distribution an- 
ticipated on the transaction I am not 
able to comment. This is a regulatory 
matter with which we must strictly 
comply.” 

Rumors that CSFB would ask the 
government for an adjustment of the 
terms of the underwriting agreement 
were triggered by widespread concern 
over Argentina's financial turmoil, 
which has unnerved investors in 
emerging markets like the Philip- 
pines. Shortly after CSFB won the 
contract, investors were shocked by 
Argentina's decision to borrow 
money at the highest interest rate in 5 
years. 

But a top investment banker said 
that CSFB should be more transparent 
in the implementation of the deal and 
stand by its offer since it obtained the 
contract through a competitive bid- 
ding. 
Camacho, however, announced 
yesterday that the roadshow that was 
Set by the economic team from late 
July to early August would be post- 
poned to a later date. 

This is to give way to another bond 
issue that the government has sched- 
uled late this month. Camacho said it 
‘was awkward to have two banks work- 
ing on different issues. 
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Write Small, Read Clearly 


The newly developed Bio-Polymer Ink 
prevents feathering and provides 
the smoothest writing every time. 


Allows extremely 
micro fine and ultra-fine writing 
With a stroke with 

O 0.15/0.2mm. 


Philippine Exclusivo Distributor: 


COSMOS BAZAR, INC. 
PO. BOK 160 Tou: 243-012 1a 14 Far 242-3671 


STOCK SLUMP 


BNP Paribas to close RP unit 


Bv Donis C. DUMLAO 


ANOTHER foreign brokerage house—BNP Paribas 
Peregrine—is shutting down its Philippine opera- 
tions following the poor stock market conditions 
the country. 

Well-placed sources yesterday said the French 
brokerage house would suspend operations within 
the next few days due to continuing losses arising 
from thin market volumes here. 

‘During the first six months of the year, BNP 
Paribas which résulted from the merger of BNP and 
Paribas Securities last year—ranked as the country's 
39th top broker in terms of market volume. 

Th a separate interview yesterday, PSE president 
Ramon T. Garcia said he had yet to receive a formal 
notice of voluntary suspension from BNP Paribas. 

‘At this point, Garcia said there was nothing the 
PSE could do to stop the spate of closures among 
foreign brokerage houses except to hope for a tum- 
around in the country's business conditions very 

"As far as the foreign brokerage houses are con- 
‘cerned, if there is not enough business in the Philip- 


panceug 
Other copiers. 


Don’t be 


pines and if they are not geting the proper reum, 
ey will not find it viable to maintain operations, 
Garcia said. Ls 

"But Garcia said hé PSE would overcome the cur- 
rent drought in the market and noted iat the environ- 
tment might improve by the fourth quarter of the yer. 

He said he was banking on the influx of new im- 
vestments to the country as well as the start of com- 
mercial operations of the Malampaya gas field to 
boost investor confidence. Should economic condi- 
tions improve, he said the PSE members, which had 
earlier decided o suspend their Philippine opera- 
"ons, might resume doing busines 

"The PSE president also said he hoped that the 
forbeoming demutuslization of the lei bourse by 

ug. 8 this year would present new opportunities 0 

member-brokers. į = 

Since the siart of the yer, there were five other 
foreign brokerage houses, which had folded up due 
to the dearth of trading opportunites: Securities 
000, UOB Securities, Nomura Securities, Orion 
Squire Capital Inc. and OCBC Securities. A local 
brokerage ouse, All Asia Securities, has likew 
shutdown operations recently. 
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Purely Digital 


WER AL SET B4 DEDLINE, 


t| SHARP DIGITAL COPIER 


423 


Most companies are now shifting from analog to digital- 
it's the latest trend. For Clarity, Creativity, and 
Connectivity, think of its long-term benefits . Don't be 
left out by old technology. 


Think Ahead. 


Sharp Copiers, Purely Digital. 


Ba sharp Digital Copiers are networkable. 


a date € Sheen 


SOLUD OUR DILEMA, HPECT 
CNIRACT SIGND 208¥! 


ay di 


E Sharp Digital Copiers” 


left behind. 


DATACOM SYSTEMS CORP. 


a Aye Makati Chy 


ww aharpeopier.com.gh 


SHARP 


PILOT CORPORATION 


Tokyo, Japan 


MITSU MACHINE PHILS., INC. 


CAMANAYA Branch: 
Tels. 291328: 291-7334 


lenzaclo City 
as 


Sharp Minds, Sharp Products. 
E 


You'don't have to put up with baldness if you're really not comfortable with i 
Come to Svenson International and regain the hair you once had. Cosmetic 
Transdermal Reconstruction (CTR) is the most advanced non-surgical hair replacement 
technology ever developed for baldness. I's not only a perfect match to your real 
hair's color and texture but it also looks, moves, and feels as natural as your own! 


Itis seamless, invisible, and totally convincing as your own hair even to a conscious 
probing touch. With CTR, you can do vigorous activities and no one will detect i. 
It becomes a natural part of you and looks as real as the hair you were born with 
Call or visit Svenson now and get the natural look of having real hair againi 


MAKATI QUEZON CY 

‘Sond Mis Bldg. dsla Rosa St Cedar Execute Bg. 

817-2260 * 817-2194 Timog Avenue 
3728631- 372-0632. 
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YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 
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R Z manageren sipeencs 
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» * "tenda loam of business managers o nae, buld and maintain 
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OBITUARIES 


RATE 
7230 per column centimeter 

(All prices excsive of VAT) 

DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


Au obituary with a 
picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved ome. 
Always caring. 


INQuIRER OBITUARIES 


For the needs of your departed 
Loved Ones the following 
establishments can help you. 
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Severiano “Sev” Tabios, 68 


Knee eMe 
E TUA 
1896, He was a faculty member of the Ateneo de Manila 
resents 
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“My soul finds rest to God alone; 
‘from Him comes my salvation.” 
Psalms 62:2 


SERGIO S. TRINILLA, SR. 


(World War TI Veteran) 
1920-2001 
Peacefully joined our Lord on 13 July 2001 
at the age of 81. 

His bereaved wife Luz; children Marilou and Cornelio 
Ochon, Jocelyn and George Sherrill, Cora and Sergio, Jr. (t), 
Pacita and Sergio Cadiente; grandchildren, nephews, 
nieces, relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at the family residence at 
2419 Hen. Belarmino Street, Bangkal, Makati City. 

Interment will be on Sunday, 22 July 2001 at the Manila 
South Cemetery at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 


= 


Consolacion Tanquilut 
Vda. Chincuanco 


of Florida Blanca, Pampanga 


Died in the Grace of our Lord on July 15, 2001 
at the age of 94. 


She is survived by her loving children Alberto and 
Eloisa Yap, Joaquin and Eduardo; grandchildren 
Alvin, Alain, Aldwin and Mariglograce; sister-in-law 
Natividad; nephews and nieces. 


Her family requests relatives, friends and pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. Her 
remains lie in state at St. Joseph Parish Church, Florida 
Blanca, Pampanga. 

Interment will be on July 18, 2001 at the Florida 


Blanca, Pampanga Catholic Cemetery after the 2:00 p.m. 
Holy Mass. 
Lo 
ame LL j 
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MANUEL A. ALBIS, SR. 


January 1, 1921 — July 12,2001 

His loving wife Elena Cabanela: children Manuel Jr. & Cecile. Ernesto & 
‘Linda, Doris & Ramon, Susan & Nestor, Edna: brothers and sisters, relatives and 
Tends request he pious readers to pray forthe etemal repose of his soul 

His remains le in sute atthe Sta. Veronica Chapel, Third Foor of the Haly 
Trinity Memorial Chapels, De A. Saatos Avenue. Parafaque Cry. 

Interment will be on Wednesday Jly 18, 2001 at the Manila Memorial Park 
‘Suet, Paraaque City, ight afer the 1:00 pam. Mass athe Holy Trinisy Memorial 
Chapels. 
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i Sn behalfand in memory of my dearest husband 


Giovanni A. Ceballos 


November 4, 1972 - July 11, 2001 
who lived a life fall of love 
hank you to my Daddy Freddie, Mommy Lux, 
Bos DEE ELLER ne gas 
Gita Nie; Dad and Mom, Lach, c Justin, and Psi fon showing 
pides voti eae Gor all Lo strength and usppont 


during his last days, F like lo express my gratitude to ald oun frionds. 
love you fon being hors... for him. 


Love, 
Cherny Enrile- Ceballos 
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Our Dearly Beloved 


ROSARIO SALGADO-JOSE, 


wife of Democrito Martinez Jose (1), peacefully joined our 
Creator on July 16, 2001 at the age of 91. 

We, her children, Herminia and Gregorio Tayco (1), Eugenio 
and Marietta Alday, Lourdes and Manuel Tamase (1), Sarah 
and Marciano Lopez, grandchildren and relatives request prayers 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 

Her remains lie in state at the family residence in Cuyapo, Nueva 
Ecija. Interment will be announced later. 
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“Lam the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will 


ve, 
‘even though he dies; and whoever believes in Me will never die” Iha naste + 


The members of 
THE PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF SWINE PRACTITIONERS 


‘Extend their heartfelt sympathy lo CYNTHIA & ZOILO LAPUS and family, 
for the untimely demise of their father, 


DR. FRANCISCO R. REYES, SR. 


{Former Mayor, Guagua, Pampanga) 
on july 15, 2001 


His remains ie in siale at the Church of he Risen Lord (CRL) UP Campus, Dinan, Quan City 
from July 15, 8001 to July 17, 2001 


His body will be transferred to the rome United Medel Cr Quo, Pang m My 10. 


Interment will follow at THE LORD'S GARDEN, Ascomo, Guagua, Pampanga 
‘on Saturday, July 21, 2001 afer the necrological services. 
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INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Aurora branch is now. open 
to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 
For inquiries, please call 
421-1420 or 421-0343. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


CLASSIFIEDS: 


E-COMMERCE:S YSTEMS 


@ RISE NUM 


THENCE TE FLAN COU, 
WE WILL GO GLOBAL IMMEDIATELY 


nnounces the opening of our new Corporate 
PHILIPPINE HEADQUARTERS 

aI  ortisee Complex, Queen City asa 

ye oom 


"n Tel, Wos.: (02) 687-4311/687-1737/687-0941 Website: rise-eccemerce.con 
CP $ 0917-6181516 / 0919-2123230 / 0919-5924258 


E GRAND LAUNCHINGS 


Contact / visit the following business centers for regular business orientation scelte, 


GLOBAL CONSUME! 
Global sharing 
RS GROUP 


CONTRIBUTING & SHARING 
| consumers REWARDS TO 
1 | FILIPINO CONSUMERS 


|é RISE Excel-Pangasinan 
Mr. Manuel G. Valdez / s. Jho Valdez 
Nancayasan, Urdaneta City, Pangasinan 
Tel. Nos. (075) 568-51 16/C? # 0917-4473280 


RISE lilio (every Saturday 3:0 PM. Bus. Orientation) 
‘Amigo Tarraco Hotei, lolo City 

Tel No (038) 397 0052. 

CP. 10917141369 /0919-8528190 


ING 9991s 


uly 17,2001 ‘Time: 3:00 PM 


|e RISE E-Commerce Marikina 
Ms. Erlinda C. Sernadilla 

Rim 302 #51 Bayanbayan Ave., Marikina Heights, 
Markina City Tel. No, (02) 834-7784 

CP # 0919-3949151 


lo 


july 18, 2001 


Time: 3:00 PM 
RISE CHIT-PANDACAN 


RISE KAIZER (PTY) LTD. 
MR. REITZE KAIZER 


P.O.B. 12252, Chloorkop, Johannesburg, RSA 


RISE BOTSWANA (KAIZER PTY LTD. 
P/B 00177, GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
Telefax 09267308468 


Ms, Necita D. Salivio 
1944 A. Sampaguta St, Pandacan, Manila 
Tel. No. (02) 551-5605 


[July 19, 2001 Time: 3:00 PM 


|© RISE Commonwealth Group 
Ms. Ofelia J. Ballesta 

628 Grapes St., Commonwealth Ave., Quezon Cily 
Tel. Nos.: (02) 832-2490 / 428-0840 


July 20, 2001 Time: 3:00 PM 


le RISE Global City Taguig 
Ms. Regina C. Velasco 
355 B-8 GHQ Zone 1-C Signal, Taguig, 
Mato Manila Tel Nos.: (02) 838-7883 
CP # 0919-4339797 / 0919-8990289 


[July 21, 2001 Time: 3:00 PM 

lé RISE E-Novaliches 

Ms. Emma C. Daniel 

418 Sta. Rosa St, Vila Magdalena 2, Camarin Rd., 
Novaliches, Caloocan Cily Tel. # (02) 883.0346 
(GP # 0919-3082387 


ISOON TO LAUNCH... 
|© RISE Tagbilaran City, Bohol 
Tel. No.: (038) 235-3853 
|© RISE Project 8, Quezon City 
Ms. Rosario E. Ranoa 
306-8 Rd. 20, Project 8, Quezon City 


guly 25, 2001 Time: 3:00 PM 


lo RISELAGUNA 
“Timmy Gabriel (contact person) 

Bray. Tubigan Ben, Laguna. 

"Tel No: (49) 839-1196 CP #0910-8195600 


Tel No. (02) 456-6955/453.8280 / CP # 0917-3502595 
Fax (02) 927-2314 Emai: reds @paciic net ph 

FISE DAGUPAN 

Mr.Generoso BcrnolalMs. Imeida Sarmeinto(coniact persons) 
45 Perez Bhd. Dagupan Cty Tel (075) 515-755 


CP 4 0917-3654775 / 09196849784 


Accepting Business Center Operations (BCO) APPLICATIONS FOR KEY CITIES/AREAS 
in Metro Manila, Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao, Hongkong, etc... 


WE'VE JUST STARTED IN THE PHILIPPINES FOR THE SAKE OF THE FILIPINO 


CONSUMERS AND WE WILL GO GLOBAL IMMEDIATELY TO HELP THE 
FILIPINOS 


Telefax 011-9764164 


RISE LAGOS CO. LTD 

MR. KRYSTEIN KOKO USENI 

No. 176 Abayomi St, Ikoyi, Lagos, Nigeria 
Telefax 232-12630923 


RISE ACCRA, GHANA 

MR. CYRILE ELLIOT 

2 Approtech St., Darkuman, Accra, Ghanna 
Telefax 233-24323337 


RISE U.K. (QUALVEG CO. LTD. 
MS. RUSLANE PORTMAN 


391 Hawthorne, Cresent St., Dodworth near Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire, United Kingdom $753JZ 
Telefax 44-1226288761 


BE A PART OF OUR GLOBAL CORPORATE FAMILY AS A BUSINESS 
CENTER OPERATOR (BCO) or SUB-CENTER OPERATOR (SCO); ENJOY 
A PROFITABLE SERVICE & ALLIED BUSINESSES AND AT THE SAME 
TIME HELP UPLIFT THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE FILIPINO 
CONSUMERS. VISIT OR CALL RISE GROUP OF COMPANIES AT 
OUR CORPORATE ADDRESS OR CONTACT THE BUSINESS 
CENTERS NEAREST YOU.... 


| Website: rise-ecommerce.com 


[Email Address: serviceGrise-ecommerce.com | 


140 Des Boeux Rd., Central Hongkong 
Tel. No. 852-28544462 / 852-61518459 


A Filipino finishes CJ at UC 


MELCHOR C. de Guzman of 
Mangaldan, Pangasinan was con- 
ferred Doctor of Philosophy in 
Criminal Justice (CJ) by the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati (UC) in 
Ohio, United States last June 8. 
Back in his postgraduate days, 
De Guzman was a recipient of 
two university scholarships both 
for MS and Ph.D. programs: the 
UGS (University Graduate 
Scholarship), a competitive 
scholarship granted to students 
and the GA (Graduate Assistant- 
ship), a prestigious scholarship 
that provides stipend to recipi- 
ents. He was the only Filipino 


ficiency and 


who enrolled in the Criminal Jus- 
tice program in 1990 and the only 
Filipino who finished an MS in 
Criminal Justice in 1992 from the 
same university. 

De Guzman's dissertation 
titled "Integrity, Legitimacy, Ef- 


These Matter in the Civilian Re- 
view Board of the Police?" aims 
to evaluate the People's Law En- 
forcement Board (PLEB) in the 
Philippines that will lead to 
policy formulation for the board. 

At present, he is the director 
of the office of student affairs of 
Adamson University. Before as- 


suming his present position, he 
was a faculty member of the Phil- 
ippine Christian University, 
Manila, a committee secretary of 
the Senate Committee on Na- 
tional Defense, Senate of the 
Philippines, an academic advi 
sor at the College of Education 
of the University of Cincinnati 
and an advisor at the Interna- 
tional Student Office of the 
University of Cincinnati. 

Throughout his stay in the 
United States, his foster parents, 
spouses Herbert and Elvira Sun 
of Batesville, Indiana, supported 
him. 


Impact: Do All 


More free fuel 
with Shell-Citibank MasterCArd 


GET more mileage from your purchases as Shell Citibank 
MasterCard gives you more free fuel in celebration of its 
third anniversary. Cardholders get not just 2 percent but a 
4-percent rebate every time they gas up at Shell stations. 
‘This means that for P500 worth of Shell gasoline charged 
on your card, you will get a P20 rebate on your next Shell 
fuel transaction, Load up at over 140 Sheli stations in key 
cities nationwide until July 20 and get twice your free fuel 
with Shell Citibank MasterCard Today. If you don't have 
a Shell-Citibank MasterCard, now is a good time to go 
out and get one. Apart from the double rebate offer, you 
will also receive a welcome gift of a Ferrari model card 
upon your application's approval. For inquiries, call the 
24-hour Citiphone Banking at 995-999. 


Librarians’ seminar 


THE PHILIPPINE Society of Librarians and Informa- 
tion Specialists will conduct a three-day 
seminar-workshop on “Emerging Technologies, Trends 
and Issues on Library and Archival Management” at 
‘Tagaytay Country Hotel, E. Aguinaldo Highway, 
Tagaytay City. The seminar, which was initially sched- 
uled for July 4 to 6, was moved to July 30 to August 1. 
For reservations call Medy at 897-8808 local 329/330, 
Juven at 527-9672 and Lily at 929-9180. 


Beta Sigma 
Fraternity holds 
medical mission 


LAST July 16, the Beta Sigma Fraternity, NCR 
Assembly held a medical mission for barangays in 
the UP Diliman Area, Residents of Pook Dagohoy, 
Palaris and Ricarte were given free consultation 
and medicine as part of the socio-civic project. 
The fraternity’s NCR Assembly president John 
Aclaro, a batch 68" member of the Silliman Univer- 
sity chapter, spearheaded the event together with 
15 practicing medical doctors belonging to the 
group. This was also done in tribute to their late 
brods, Giancarlo Leung and Noe Espino. 


Knights of Columbus LICC 
8451 19th installation 


THE KNIGHTS of Columbus, La Immaculada 
Concepcion Council No. 8451 District I — 36, will be 
having their 19th Installation of Officers and Directors 
on Saturday, July 21, 5 p.m. at Max's Restaurant, 
Dasmarifias, Cavite. Elected Grand Knight, Sir Knight 
Tolentino C. Mantillas, together with the other incom- 
ing officers and directors will be inducted by District 
Deputy Sir Macario Tomas Javier Jr. 


^ 


GTAAA GETS FUJITSU SUPPORT 

Information processing systems company Fujitsu Philippines Inc. expressed its support as one of the major 
sponsors in the 6th Globe Telecom Academic Achievement Awards (GTAAA). GTAAA is Globe's core social 
responsibility program aimed at promoting student excellence in telecommunications and information 
technology. Now on its sixth year, the GTAAA has included in its area of implementation the Visayas region. 
‘The nationwide search has selected a total of 16 qualifiers for the college level and 430 qualifiers forthe high 
school level. The GTAAA is the only industry-academe linkage program in the telecoms and IT industries. 
Signing the agreement are (fromleft) Globe Telecom AVP for public relations Jones Campos, Globe Telecom 
SVP for corporate and regulatory affairs Rodolfo Salalima, Fujitsu Phils. executive vice presidentand general 
manager Yasuhiro Hara and Fujitsu Phils. director for switching system Satoshi Takakura. 


DINERS CLUB SPONSORS AYALA CENTER’S MIDNIGHT MADNESS 

DINERS Club, the world's first credit card, recently inked an agreement with Ayala Land, Inc. (ALI), under 
which Diners Club will be one of the major corporate sponsors of the seasonal Midnight Madness sale 
popularized by Ayala shopping malis. Diners Club application booths will also be set up in Glorietta, attended 
by iriendly and helpful DC! representatives, making it doubly easierfor mall-goers to apply for and avail ofthe. 
unique features and better benefits of a Diners Club Card. Shown are (from left) Patrick Carios, assistant 
vice president for business development of Security International Card Corporation (SICC), issuer of Diner's 
Club cards in the Philippines; Ronald Bibonia, vice president for business development of SICC; Cathy 
Bengzon, advertising and promotions manager of ALI's Commercial Centers Group (ALI-CCG) and Thez 
Garcia, advertising and promotions assistant of (ALI-CCG). This contract further strengthens the relationship 
between the country's leaders in property development and quality credit card service. 
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Celebrating RP history 


by ‘restoring’ century-old book 


IT may well be the most defini- 
tive book on Philippine history. 
We are talking about Emma Blair 
and James Robertson's "The 
Philippine Islands, 1493-1898." 
Made up of 55 volumes and 
20,000 pages, the work (also af- 
fectionately known as Blair and 
Robertson) is the product of a 
five-year research around the 
world from 1902 to 1907. 

The authors visited archives, 
libraries and museums, gathered, 
translated and annotated manu- 
scripts. Philippine history, in 
Blair and Robertson's research, 
begins prior to Ferdinand 
Magellan's discovery of the Phil- 
ippines in 1521 

nally meant to help the 
Americans assess and understand 
their new colony in the Far East 
at the turn of the century, Blair 
and Robertson's work consists of 
chronicles, letters, official re- 
ports, narratives, royal decrees, 
ecclesiastical documents and 
travel accounts. It even includes 


the Papal Bulls of Pope 
Alexander VI in 1493 urging 
Spain and Portugal to expand 
their territories in the name of 
the Catholic faith. 

Through the years, Blair and 
Robertson threatened to disappear 
from public consciousness. Its re- 
maining copies were destroyed at 
the height of the second World 
War. Its prohibitive price — P800 
in the early 1900s--was also a fac- 
tor. Copies of its limited run in 
1973 was quickly secured by schol- 
ars and collectors. Only a handful 
of educational institutions man- 
aged to keep their own copies in 
their libraries 

The work's importance as a 
source of information on Philip- 
pine history makes it more 
valuable with age. Filipino stu- 
dents vill find it extremely useful 
in understanding their country's 
past, present and future. 

Reproducing the entire work 
may still seem as prohibitive as 
it was decades ago. In its 150th 


possible. 
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PLDT, SMART, PAPTELCO AGREEMENT 


în a landmark development for provincial telephone operators, telecom leaders PLDT and Smart 
signed recently two separate agreements with the Philippine Association of Private Telephone 
Companies (Paptelco). Under these agreements, which were mediated by the National 
Telecommunications Commission, provincial operators were given a bigger share of the revenues 
generatedby calis from Paptelco networksto Smart cellphone users. Atthe same time, the callcharges 
Were reduced. PLDT also lowered NDD toll charges from Paptelco subscribers. These measures are 
expected to boost call traffic between Paptelco subscribers on the one hand, and Smart cellphone 
users and PLDT landline phones on the other. Shown in photo were (from left) Roger V. Quevedo, 
head of Smart's legal and carrier relations department; NTC commissioner Eliseo M. Rio, Jr., Ramon 
S. Santiago, PLDT vice president for Interconnection services; Enrico L. delos Reyes, Paptelco 
president; and NTC deputy commissioner Armijanes S. Roa-Borje. 


COOL AIR DROP 


Wrigley Philippines Inc., maker of chewing gums Juicy Fruit Gum and Doublemint launched 
recently its newest chewing gum brand called Cool Air. Cool Air has wave after wave of super 
cool menthol and eucalyptus flavor that helps one breathe easier, longer than any other menthol 
candies, Cool Air's launch in Metro Manila was highlighted by a helicopter paper drop event 
held simultaneously at SM City Carpark, Araneta Center Cubao, and Ever Gotesco Mall 
Carpark. The event which tled-up with radio station YesFM gave away cash prizes for every 
winning Cool Air tickets that the lucky winners were able to catch. Shown is the crowd catching 
Cool Air tickets being showered from the Coo! Air helicopter. 


ROTARY GOLF WINNERS 


The Rotary Club of Makati Ayala led by president Paul K. Chuatico (third from left) emerged as the 
overall team champion In the recently concluded eighth leg of District 3830 Governor's Cup at the 
Langer Course of the Rivera In Sllang, Cavite. The tournament, participated In by more than 100 
Rotarians, was hosted by members of the Rotary Club of Makati Central and its president Eugene C. 
‘Yu steam right) who handed out the trophies to the winners. 


anniversary this year, the Bank 
of the Philippine Islands (BPI), 
through modern technology, has 
devised a way to give Blair and 
Robertson a new lease on life 
and to further its reach to as 
many Filipino schoolchildren as 


T Akies B. ESPINOSA, Assistant Editor 
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Enter the CD-Rom version of 
Blair and Robertson. All 55 vol- 
‘umes of it are now spread in two 
discs and make up 1.3 gigabytes 
of historical data. The BPI-spon- 
sored CD-Rom edition is now 
much lighter and more practical 
and easier to carry — 

for it to reach more Filipinos that 
want to go beyond classroom. 
handouts and textbooks. 

As part of its anniversary cel- 
ebrations, BPI donated sets of the 
CD-Rom at the Filipinas Heritage 
Library in Makati City. “The Phil- 
ippine Islands" will be 
to public schools and libraries na- 
tionwide through Department of 
Education, Culture and Sports 
(DECS) Secretary Raul Roco. 
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Danish Connection 
hits the spot 


APPROACHING the Danish Connection Vi- 
king Café, you are reminded of a European 
quaint café tucked away. The ambience theme 
setting is for the matured thinking persons 
that need a perfect place to relax and enjoy 
great food. 

The interior brings a moody atmosphere 
from the woodcarvings to mural paintings. 
The reddish Vigan tile floor showcases the 
oak chairs and tables. A Viking ship is hang- 
ing over the ceiling with various designs of 
shields that echoes all around the corner. 


The bar is shaped like a real Viking ship 


iil & dragon’s head on its pole and sur- 
rounded by cushioned bar stools. A medley 
of various music, from the collections of 
classic artists like the Blues Brothers, B.B. 
King, Frank Sinatra, Van Morisson, George 
Benson, Eric Clapton and just about every 
thing that reminds of swing, jazz and rock 
"n roll days is piped in to sooth your imagi- 
nation. 

When you say service, staff are well 
trained and very attentive to your needs. Dan- 
ish Connection upholds its reputation for 
fine dining with a range of traditional and 
contemporary European dishes called the 
“Simply Classic Cuisine.” 

‘The “Valhalla” (heaven) rear room can 
cater up to 50 guests and is ideal for busi- 
ness, association or private meetings and 
parties. Our resident chef will ensure your 
functions a total success. 

The concept of a country style European 
Inn with a Viking theme has an impact 
mostly on expatriates. However, nationals 
are increasingly appreciating the unique 
style. They recognize a home away from 
home, where everyone is treated with re- 
spect. Guests identify with the warm 
ambience and service and the characteristics 
are well known as synonymous with good 
food and good value. 

‘The cozy pub atmosphere associated with 
blue and white country-inn crockery, Italian 
silverware, excellent classic European cuisine 
and friendly service is an equation of contrasts 
that blend so well together at Danish. The fea- 
ture of a bar in the center does not break up but. 
rather enhances the relaxed homey atmosphere. 


Guaranteed cool pick: 
Chili’s Bar and grill 


CHILI'S grills like no place else. Chilli's Bar 
and Grill began in 1975 as a simple burger 
and chili restaurant in Dallas, Texas where 
people liked to hang out and have fun with 
friends. Since then, Chili's has blossomed to 
over 637 fun neighborhood hangout spots in 
over 20 countries worldwide. 

OF course, Chili's does not only mean fun and 
laughter. Chili's has one of the hottest menus in 
towa. For starters, ty the famous Chili's Awe- 
some Blossom, a moundful of fresh whole 
deep-fried onions served ever crispy and crunchy. 
Feast over sizzling Fajitas and Big Mouth Burgers 
that are guaranteed to capture your attention from 
the kitchen all the way to the table. For the more 
faint-hearted diners, Chili's Guiltless Grills fea- 
ture select low-fat dishes that do not scrimp on 
taste, But beware, the desserts are far from guilt- 
free, Cap your meal with a glass of Chili's Margarita 
Presidente that's hand-shaken to perfection, 

Have the ultimate fun at three Chili's restau- 
rants — in Greenbelt, Greenhills and Tomas 
Morato. Fast ‘til you drop, but remember to 
keep your breath cool and fresh with Astring-O- 
Sol Ice ready-to-use mouthwash, 

Watch out for the next Astring-O-Sol Ico Guar- 
anteed Cool Restaurant feature for the latest 
"updates on the coolest dining spots in Manila. 


BANCNET AWARDS PAYMENT GATEWAY PROJECT TO FUJITSU 

BancNet has recently signed the contract with Fujitsu Phils. Inc., awarding them the development of the BancNet 
Multi-Channel Payment Gateway. Fujitsu, one ofthe country's leading IT system integrators, won this multi-milion 
peso project and passed the stringent selection criteria of BancNet. Designed to ensure the highest security in all 
transactions, the BancNet Payment Gateway shall enable BancNet's 4 million cardholders to pay for purchases. 
and bills over the Internet. This BancNet project is another worthwhile endeavor for the ultimate benefit and 
convenience ofits member banks, theircustomers and facilities. Shown during the signing were (fromleft) Yolanda 
Arbis, Fujitsu director for financial services systems; Felipe Manalang, president of Fujitsu Phils. Inc.; Jose F. 
Santos, BancNet chair and RCBC executive vice president; and Angelito M. Villanueva, BancNet president and 
Metrobank senior executive vice president. Standing (from lefi) were Fe Ordoño, Fujitsu account manager, Aristeo 
P. Zafra, Jr., BancNet senior vice president and chief operating officer, Monchito Ibrahim, Fujitsu director, and 
Francisco Caparros, Jr. BancNet Payment Gateway committee chair and Asia United Bank senior vice president. 


MILO SPORTING WORLD TOUR RAFFLE DRAW 

Milo Sporting World Show hosts (from left} Paolo Trillo and Janelle So pick 
‘winning entries forthe Milo Sporting Word Tour Raffle promotion. Assisting 
them are (from right) BFAD representative Clony Bonaobra, Publicis-AMA 
senior account executive Cathy Arguelles and Milo brand manager Juan 
Miguel Alvarez. The Milo Sporting World Tour Raffle is a nationwide promo. 
thatis giving away vacation trips fortwoto various sports events worldwide. 
Winners are drawn during the Milo Sporting World Show every week. 


DISTRICT GOVERNORS SUPPORT 

District Governor Johnny T. Co Jr. (center) of District 301-D2 raises. 
the hands of the lion candidates for district governor and vice district 
governor of District 301-D2 for Lion Year 2001-2002. At the left is Lion 
candidate for vice governor Susan V. Brizuela and at right is Lion 
‘candidate for District Governor Alejo M. Dumrique. The occasion was 
done during the filing of candidacy at the District 301-D2 headquarters. 
in Bernardo Park, Quezon City. 


DELTA PROJECT LINE 

Delta Faucet recently launched Its new expanded Delta Project Line 
at the Worldbex 2001. The new model of the Delta Project Line was 
created in response to the needs of the Asian market, Photo shows 
Delta Faucet national sales manager engineer Billy Francisco showing 
the new faucet styles. 
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Loans to informal settlers 
reach P155M in first half 


LOW-COST housing loans granted to 
informal settlers to assure their land 
tenure and housing security under the 
government's community mortgage 
program (CMP) have reached a total of 
P155.35 million during the first semester 
of the year, according to the National 
Home Mortgage Finance Corp. 

Lawyer Angelico T. Salud, NHMFC 
president, said the CMP loan availments 
are equivalent to 124 percent of the 
average semestral loan levels attained 
during tlie 12 and a half years of CMP 
implementation by the NHMFC. 

Salud said the NHMFC is currently 
processing the CMP loan applications 


with a total loan value of P557.56 million, 
cluding P55.59 million vouchered 
accounts in the payment process; 
P240.75 million with funding commitment: 
lines; and P261.22 million whose 
documentary requirements are still for 
completion by the borrower-community 
associations of informal settlers. 

These loans in proce 
124 urban poor housing sites for a cor- 
responding 14,063 family beneficiaries. 

"The semestral loan availments bring 
to P3.12 billion the cumulative loans 
granted to informal dwellers belonging 
to the lowest 30 percent of the income 
population, for a corresponding total of 


in June. 
will finance 


874 housing sites financed and some 
109,791 family beneficiaries. 

The CMP loans granted during the 
first six months include P19.38 million in 
January; P18.67 million, February; P40.82 
million, March; P11.10 million, April; 
P17.23 million, May; and P48.14 million 


"The scaled up implementation of the 
CMP is an integral part of President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo's poverty alleviation 
thrusts, which are aimed at redistributing 
physical resources to the marginalized 
sector through affordable financing to 
assure the sector's security of land tenure 
and access to decent shelter. 


FBDC TOPS OFF PHASE 1 OF BONIFACIO RIDGE 

The Fort Bonifacio Development Corp. holds the topping-out rites for phase one of Bonifacio 
Ridge, its first residential project. From left are Lee Meng Kong, chair, LAM Maxco; Carlos S. 
Rufino, senior vice president, commercial operations 1, FBDC; architect Rogelio Vilarosa; Ricardo 
S. Pascua; Taguig Mayor Sigfido Tinga; Andrew J. Freeman, president and general manager, 
Bonifacio Construction Management Corp. and Amanda G. Santos, vice president, FBDC. 


Palms Country Club: PES crowning gem De Venecia backs 


FILINVEST'S presence in Alabang, now gaining 
prominence as the new metropolis of the south, is 
well on its way toward a total development mode. 

"The master-planning envisioned forthe Filinvest 
Corporate City provided fora balance of commerce. 
and the community's quest for an enhanced quality 
ofliving. 

Having scored the landscape of this new city 
and analyzed the potential for supplying the need 
for a family-oriented “resort-within-a-city” the vi- 
sion of The Palms Country Club emerged. 

Residential communities gravitating toward 
Alabang to conduct their household needs (super- 
market and retail shopping) and seek to feed tired 
bodies and refresh weary souls find satisfaction in 
the growing number of alternatives available in the 
south. 

World-class retreat 

‘The Filinvest mission for The Palms Country 
Club is anchored on this growing realty: a need to 
provide a world-class retreat serving as a social hub 
for family, business associates and friends not far 
away from one’s residence. 

From this, the concept of a country club mem- 
bership evolved. 

‘The Palms Country Club incorporates the frills 
and perks of an exclusive membership club but 
more cognizant of the family as a whole, and as 
individuals making up the whole. 

Compared to golf-driven country clubs which 
focus on the golfers’ needs, The Palms will cater to 
the interests of the different age groups within a 


family unit. 
Facilities 
‘The recreational and sports facilities will include 
a gym with cardio-theater and aerobics, badminton 
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Your Total Solution to any 
Waterproofing Problem 


FLEXSEAL" 


Elastomerie Paint 
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THIS is 5 the scale model of The "Palms Country Club, , which wil open in May next year. 


courts, air-conditioned squash courts, basketball 
court, 8-lane bowling alley, a sports bar with dance 
floorand KTV. 

Women will delight in The Palms’ full spa facilities 
and services: sauna, steam baths, plunge pools, mas- 
sage, body and facial treatments, hair and beauty salon 

‘A “Coco Club” is envisioned for the teens, 
preteens and toddlers” set. 

Dining pleasures 

‘The Palms Country Club will also indulge the 
members’ appetites for dining pleasures. There will 
be a Japanese and Continental restaurant plus a 
family coffee shop. Four themed bar and snack 
outlets for the younger generations are also planned. 
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AVAILABLE THROUGH DEALERS NATIONWIDE 


ALL BRANCHES OPEN ON SUNDAYS 
8:30 AM TO 5:30 PM 


CLUB advisory board chair Vicente Aylon, left, 
looks over Palms scale model with Edilberto 
Bravo and Jose Sandejas. 


For private dining and business meetings, there 
will be nine function rooms plus a ballroom to ac- 
commodate 260 guests. 

‘An elegant Library Lounge and an Intemet-tinked 
business center work as an extension to members" 
offices after hours. 

To protect the integrity of the club, membership 
is by invitation of referral. 

international Leisure Consultants, a country club 
‘management company, will provide the marketing 
and club management expertise to ensure that the 
members’ expectations of a world-class country 
club are met. 

The Palms Country Club, a gem of a family 
oriented membership club, is scheduled to open its 
doors to a bright new lifestyle for residents of the 


‘south by 2002. 
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Creba’s total 
housing approach 


BY CHARLIE V. GOYARES 
National president 
Chamber of Real Estate 

and Builders Associations 


Pump-priming impact. 

Obviously, the Creba-recommended 
measures fit rather well into De 
Venecia's broad but sharp vision, 
especially encompassing the plight of 
the low- income and the underprivi- 
leged sector. 

There is an equally important reason 
for supporting Creba's total approach, 
which De Venecia must have in mind. It 
is this—while it is specifically focused 
on the needs of millions of homeless 
families, a working and effective housing 
program wields a pump-priming impact 
in terms of generating employment and 
income opportunities forthe unemployed 
and underemployed, catalyzing business 
activity for 63 other industries, and 
generating millions of revenues for the 
government. 

“That De Venecia is the incoming House 
Speaker will all the more auger well for 
the country's prospects of effectively 
coping with the housing problem. 

Sphere of influence 

For then, De Venecia won't be just 
one of a number of pro-housing 
advocates in the chamber, but he will 
be an effective go-getter, a sincere 
pro-people politician, and a House 
Speaker to boot. To be sure, De Vene- 
cia's sphere of influence won't be 
confined to the halls of Congress, but 
just as effectively outside, in interacting. 
with housing agency executives, the 
bureaucracy and the industry for them 
to join and help the cause of housing 
the Filipino, In fact, even before 
meeting with Creba, he had secured the 
‘commitment of the Bankers Association 
of the Philippines to support his 
proposal to mobilize P270 billion in 
nonperforming assets of private com- 
mercial banks in joint ventures with 
private developers for the housing 
program. Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Gov. Rafael Buenaventura is supporting. 
the project. 

De Venecia is no stranger to this 
kind of work. In the past, also as 
House Speaker, he demonstrated poli- 
tical will and helped galvanize the 
chamber into passing what at the time 
were deemed vital pieces of legislation 
for the public's welfare and national 
development. No doubt about it, he 
will be an invaluable asset to the 
Macapagal administration, 

"We, therefore, have the highest hopes 
that, before long, the government will 
Finally be mounting, with the all-out 
support of the private sector, a com- 
prehensive and integrated program that 
will systematically, continually and 
successfully respond to the housing crisis 
forthe sake of our homeless Filipinos and 
the entire nation. 


Camella Homes RFO 
units now available 


counts of up to P50,000 
await buyers. 

"With this, we are 
reinvigorating the basic 
tenet that was laid down 
by our founder, that of 
having a roof over every 
Filipino's head," said 
Camella Homes chief 
executive officer Marce- 
lino C. Mendoza. 

‘Mendoza said Camella 
Homes is presenting a 
better alternative than 
merely renting every 
‘month and with virtually 
almost the same rates, 
Camella Homes’ houses 
and lots can be considered 
as something like a rent- 
to-own scheme. 

“As the name 
implies, the units are 
ready to be lived in and 
with the payment of 
the down payment 
and some paperwork, 
buyers can imme- 
diately move in to 


RIGHT off, we can't help but exclaim 
“Hurrah!” and execute a hearty salute 
10 Rep. Jose de Venecia. The country 
has found in Representative De Venecia. 
a true champion in the provision of 
housing who is expected to push with 
all the might at his command for a 
sustainable program, aimed at aggres- 
sively responding to the nation's crisis 
‘of homelessness, 

For the great news is that JDV, as 
some friends call him, has come out in 
strong support of the Creba package 
of housing program reforms under a 
proposed Omnibus Housing and 
Urban Development Act that will 
address the critical housing problem 
in its totality 

Essential measures 

‘The omnibus measure provides for 
essential measures dealing with four 
major aspects of housing and land 
development—finance, production, 
regulation and administrative struc- 
tures. Thus, the measure seeks to 
establish a centralized homebuyer 
financing program as a permanent vinble 
scheme, the necessary administrative 
infrastructure through a Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, a 
land access policy to resolve land jur- 
isdiction issues that affect housing and 
monagricultural projects, and the 
provision for regulatory functions being 
lodged in a specific agency under the 
DHUD. The lack of a broad perspective 
and therefore, a comprehensive ap- 
proach, according to De Venecia him- 
Self, have been mainly to blame for the 
helter- skelter kind of approach to the. 
problem. 

The occasion for De Venecia's 
expression of support for Creba's hou- 
sing scheme was a meeting called by De 
Venecia with Creba officers led by lawyer 
Manuel M. Serrano and myself and joined 
in by a group of representatives, including 
Ed Zialcita, Raul Gonzales, Joey S. 
Salceda, Rodolfo Albano and Robert A. 
S. Barbers. 

‘A few days before, the experienced 
House leader had bees speaking of the 
pressing need for a well-planned sus- 
tainable housing program with active 
private sector participation that would 
have the capacity of producing 400,000 
units yearly for the next 20 years. This 
program is a vital component of what 
he called "7-4-7" Action Plan which 
seeks to propel a 7 percent yearly rate 
of economic growth for the next seven 


their new home," 
Mendoza said. 

‘Available. for the 
rom are several house 
Models in ihe following 
Subdivisions: Nonhvind, 
Woodbridge, Carissa 
Homes Nott and Carissa 
Homes East. These houses 
are Amirah, Criselda, 
Kristine, Clare, Royale 
td Francesa wi teas 
fanging lom 60 square 
meters io 20 sq; m: 

"There are financial 
schemes that will suit 
your budget. With a 
5,000 reservation fee, 
you can choose from 
Silber he down-payment 
or no-down- payment 
Schemes at easy on the 
pocket installment that 
Sireches to 10 year. 

REO units are 
avalible t San Jose De 
Mone and Pani bath in 
Bulacan, and Teresa, 
Rizal. 


CAMELLA Homes has 
sade owning a home even 
‘easier with its RFO (ready 
for occupancy) promo for 
four of its subdivisions 
near northern Metro 
Manila where outright dis- 
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Exercising for your body type and shape 


People come in four shapes based on skeletal structure: Spoon, cone, ruler and hourglass 


EVERYONE'S body i 


can be categorized into 2 - " ee 
three body types or 

variations of them— : = 

endomorph (soft, 

Founded, bulky, easly s a» 

puts on weight), meso- y 2 


DIETHER LOVES 


PARiS 
€ Beauty Festival 


Love Cheese? Try the 
mew Cheesy Crust 
from Pizza Hut. Its 
‘outer crust is stuffed 
with mozzarella & 
i then topped with 
Tina " fused. cheddar 
Aboitiz Juan cheese that's baked to 
———— [s crisp. You can 
choose Cheesy Crust 
morph (athletic-look- | with any of your 
ing, muscular, main- | favorite toppings. 
tains weight easily) | "For all you cheese- 
and ectomorph (long, | lovers out there, it's 
lean, lanky, does not | the kind of pizza 
put on weight easily). — | you'll truly erave for!" 

These three body | seys Diether Ocampo. 


scan come in four | Rush to your favorite 
= Pizza Hut or call 
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Care Corner 


On the road, never 
exceed the legal 
speed limit. Traveling [srubic And. : f Z wm 
within the speed limit P | 
not only ensures your 
safety, but also gives 
you more mileage By- 
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New shades with free Plenitude Facial Wash 


| 
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Refill for only P75 


ku 
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PLUS! Win a NOKIA 3310 and other fabulous prizes when you buy a L'Oreal product! 
You can also take advantage of the following promos: 
© Buy any L'OREAL Foundation and get 25% off on any lipstick. e Get Plenitude White Perfect Instant Clear at P50 off. 


Exclusively at 


Healthy Beaut 
Customer Care Unit Tel. No. (632) 849-0849 Y 
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ISSUE A CHECK AND SEE DOUBLE. ^ Vue 
CALL 878-8787 NOW! 225 nk 


tional Exchanee Bank 
Introducing & ae 
ACHECK Tre checking account from iBank with carbonized checks for error-free recording. 
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MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM 


ANIMAL CRACKER 


BY MIKE PETERS 


A. LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA: 


KAILANGAN MAG 
PAGAWA AKO A) 


NG SONA SPEECH 
MO SA WIKANG 
PILIPINO? 


TUNTUNGAN SA 
PODIUM PARA 
SA SONA 


OHE LIKE TO WATCH 


SHERMAN'S LAGOON 


BY P.M, JUNIOR 
ALITE Love Way! |" 
jERYEODY NEEDS 


Penny FORA 
Ps ARANY Day! 


www.b 1gang.com. ph 
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HOROSCOP 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Donald Sutherland, Diahann Carroll, Peter Schickele, David Hasselhoff, Phyllis 
Diller, Art Linkletter, Camilla Parker Bowles 


Happy Birthd: 


i have to put your talents to work for you this year. Opportunities will open up if you are confident, 


steadfast and a bit pushy. I's time to move into the express lane and fulfill your hopes and dreams. The possibilities are 
endless if you believe in yourself wholeheartedly. Your numbers: 9, 13, 27, 34, 41, 46 


ARIES (March 21- 
e April 19): Travel or get- 

ting out with friends will 
be your best bet. You 
may want to pick up some new out- 
fits to project the right image for 
the goals you've set. 


[4gn,| TAURUS (April 20-May 
LY e 
m TA 
Sm 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Exaggeration will get 
you in hot water today. A 
loved one will cause your 
emotions to flutter. Be more observant 
and less demanding. Don't make irre- 
versible decisions. 


CANCER (June 21-July 
22): If you take part in be- 
hind-the-scenes activities, 
you will discover there is 
more to learn than you first thought. 
Pick up books that will prepare you 
more thoroughly. 
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ACROSS 
1 Velvaly plant 


FT 


5 Places for 


By Francos Burton 
Summervilie, GA 


5 Laundered 


additonal 9 Winter sphere 
revisions 10 Discolorations. 
43 Outgoing 11 Nut cake 
12 Aquatic 


13 People of equal 
status 

21 Morimont 

22 Stood up 


24 Sports fig. 
28 Woodland way 
55 Compet 27 


tent re 
56 Birch or maple . 28 Financial 
examination 
29 Appearance 
31 No longer. 
present 
32 Spar alone? 
61 Toaminayoke 33 Pueblo people 
34 Right on maps 
DOWN 36 Discalored by 
1 Created age 
2 Khayyam 37 Shed tears 
3 Theatrical gue 39 Kerouacs 
4 Dratt lears generation 


40 Mint or sage 


46 Employer. 
48 Briet ofice 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Take part in activities in- 
volving self-improvement 
and physical enhancement. 

You should consider spending time 

building new friendships that will en- 

lighten you. 


Ri] VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.. 

| 22): Someone you work 

(EI) wit wil disappoint you. 

Be careful how you treat 

colleagues and what you say. Look at 
your goals and decide who can help. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Your high energy 
must be put to good use. 
Sports activities will not 

only help you eliminate stress and ten- 

sion, but bring you in contact with ro- 
mantic partners. So get busy. 


[gi SCORPIO (Oct. 23: 
| 21): New methods and 

novative technology wil 

make your job casier ihan 
you anticipated. Don't be t00 quick to 
Judge your position or surroundings at 
work. The situation may not be as it 
appears. 


[Ap] SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21): A commitment 
is in order, and your mate 
expects to hear it. Be pre- 
pared to make compromises and prom- 
ises. However, be sure to be honest 
with yourself as well as your partner. 


TN] CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
o) Jan. 19): You will be more. 
[| conscientious, introspec- 

iie and cantons wana 
ting with your pofetinal od 
or financial manere You cam accom- 
plish a loti you don"t rely on others 


S] AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 
O 18): Don't take unneces- 
P| sary risks. Situations may 

out of hand if you disa- 
gres with someone you are close to. I's 
E good idea o work on your own 
pec and doreged adco pronior. 


O sins 
PERD 


Birthday Baby: You are curious, in- 
ventive and always looking for adven- 
ture. You have a strong sense of who 
you are and what you want as well as 
the need to nurtare and care for loved 
‘ones and those Jess fortunate, 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


UTTS PoETRYCLUB 
How Do I wuy 


HI AND LOIS 


z 1 CANT GET THROUGH ON 
AMER UNÉ-.WE'LL JUST 
Vy HAVE TO CALL A CAB! 


Z 
OS 
z 


FROME 


‘THIS IS WHY WE 
NEE? A CELL. 
PHONE | 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


RAW MO BAJA, SABI NI 


WALANG PRAYERS Ko ANG 
PINAKINEGAN Ne Diyos? KASH 
NACKU-KIDERTIHA LANG SIAS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LIFESTYLE 


Exercising for your body type and shape 


(From page C1) 


body shapes based on skeletal structure—spoon 
(narrow shoulders, wide hips), cone (wide 
shoulders, narrow hips), ruler (same measure- 
ment for shoulders and hips, thick waist), hour- 
glass (only for women, proportioned shoulders 
and hips, narrow waist). 
Endomorphs 

Since male and female endomorphs put on fat 
easily, they need to add more cardiovascular or 
aerobics workouts to their exercise routine to 
keep the fat at bay. Male endomorphs usually 
have no problem achieving muscle mass, so once 
they do, their weights programs should have more 
repetitions (15-20) and lighter poundage if they 
want to achieve a more chiseled and defined 
look. Female endomorphs may or may not be 
naturally prone to big muscles, If they are, the 


SENSN 


Prone 


Tightens and tones the buttocks and the 
hamstrings (back of the thighs). 


Equipment: 
None or ankle weights 


Exercise technique: 

1. Lie face down with your hands under- 
neath your forehead. 

2. Lift your right leg a few inches off the 
floor by squeezing your buttocks. 

3. Holding the lifted position, bend your 
knee at a 90-degree angle. 

4. This is considered one repetition. Do the 
desired number of repetitions without lowering 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


hip extension and curl 


lighter weights/more reps program will work for 
them, too. However, many female endomorphs 
havea double whammy against them — not much 
muscle with a tendency to get fat quickly. In this 
case, moderate to heavy poundage with less rep- 
etitions (8-12) will help the battle of the bulge 
because more muscle mass means more calories 
bumed even while the body is at rest. 
Mesomorphs 

Lucky mesomorphs, they have the best of 
both worlds. They build muscle quickly and can 
maintain their weight easily. The average car- 
diovascular and weights program usually does 
the trick for them. This means three times a 
week of 30-minute aerobic sessions (walking, 
running, cycling, dancing, etc.) and 30 minutes 
of weight training (one to three sets of one exer- 
cise per body part, moderate poundage at 12-15 
reps). 


your leg to the floor. Rest. Do the other leg- 


Performing tips: 

1. Keep both your hipbones on the floor 
and do not allow your body to be tilted side- 
‘ways as you do the exercise. 

2. "Lengthen and elongate" the exercising 
leg away from you when it is straight and 
toward the ceiling when you bend the knee. 

3. Keep the buttocks contracted throughout. 
the exercise. 


Repetitions: 


Do 10-15 repetitions per leg. Rest. Do 
another set if you want to. 


Do things exist only in our minds? 


A READER named Dennis e-mailed me the 
following thought-provoking question: 

"T watched Discovery Channel's program on 
"Science Frontiers’ where an experiment was 
shown. Test subjects lay on the bed with helmets 
and wires connected to their heads. Weak elec- 
trical impulses were then sent through these 
wires. The subjects didn’t know what they were 
being tested for. 

"After the sessions, each of them was asked 
what they experienced. The result, one saw a 
bright light, a tunnel or something. Some saw 
either their loved ones, others saw God, ghosts, 
etc. Still others felt they were in a bottomless pit. 

"What the program was really trying to say is 
that ‘all these are only in the mind. We see 
things because of electrical impulses in the brain. 
‘What one sees differ from others only because of 
their culture, personal background and belief. 

“What do you think?” 

Not necessarily merely a product of the mind. 
‘The electrical impulses introduced into the brain 
can put a person in a meditative state or alpha level 
where such experiences can take place. It does not 
follow therefore that visions of spirits, whether hu- 
man or divine, under those laboratory conditions 
are merely products of electrical impulses. 

«. But what you are really raising is a very pro- 
found metaphysical and epistemological ques- 
tion, something that has been debated and argued 
about for thousands of years by philosophers, 
neuroscientists and thinkers. 

Nature of reality 

Essentially what you are asking is, “What is 
the nature of reality? What is the nature of 
knowledge? How do we know that what we know 
has objective reality or only a product of our 
mind, our imagination? Is there really such a 
thing as objective reality?” 

Wow! These questions bring back memories 
my philosophy days in college. And 1 can only 
‘vaguely remember now the answers given at the 
time. If I recall correctly there were several an- 
swers advanced by various philosophers. 

The early Greek philosophers said, yes, there's. 
such a thing as objective reality and it is possible 
to know it, while a modern philosopher, Imma- 
nuel Kant, says, our mind is incapable of know- 
ing objective reality (which he calls the "nou- 
mena"), only subjective reality (which he calls 
phenomena"). Quantum physics further compli- 
cated the issue by saying that the observer affects 
the object being observed and it changes in ac- 
cordance with our perception of it. 

With the advent of high-tech computerized 
‘equipment, with its ability to simulate physical 
activity simply by mental stimulation, the so-called 
virtual reality, the distinction between objective 
and subjective becomes even more blurred. Today 
one can experience virtual space travel, and even 


Jaime T. 
Licauco 


virtual sex, as if it were the real thing. This is 
essentially ihe question explored in the blockbuster 
movie "The Matrix," starring Keanu Reeves. 

This reminds me about what the great Chinese 
Taoist philosopher, Chuang Tse, said when asked 
the same question and the nature of reality. He 
said: "One day I dreamt I was a butterfly. As a 
butterfly I was happy to fly from flower to flower. 
I was convinced | was a butterfly. Then I woke 
up and realized that, No, I'm not a butterfly, but 
Chuang Tse, the philosopher, dreaming he is a 
butterfly." After a while, I said to myself, "Wait a 
minute. How do I know that I am not really a 
butterfly dreaming that he is Chuang Tse?” 

So, what ultimately is real and what is not? I 
don't know how Democritus, Plato, Epictetus, or 
Aristotle will answer this question if they were 
living in today's modern, technologically ad- 
vanced world. They may go crazy trying to fig- 
ure out the correct answer, if there is one. 

T remember my college philosophy professor 
tried to answer this problem by saying, “Why 
don't you ask them to slam their head against a 
solid wall. If they feel pain and get a lump on 
their head, then that wall is real enough." 

sae 

Note: To several readers who have requested 
me to interpret their dreams, I do not and cannot 
interpret dreams of people whose backgrounds 
and personal issues I do not know. The dreamer 
is the best person who can interpret his own 
dream, because he will know the meaning of the 
symbols that appear in the dream. Unless | ask 
101 questions from each of you, I will have no 
basis for interpreting your dreams. 

‘Beware of people who interpret at the drop of a 
hat without asking about your current issues in 
life, your hopes, fears, desires, frustrations, for 
each dream symbol pertains to you personally. 
That's why most dream dictionaries are useless. 
Each dream symbolism is highly personal end 
there are very few universal symbols applicable to 
everybody. Thus the utter difficulty of interpreting 
another person's dream out of context. 


Write to 308 Prince Plaza 1, 106 Legaspi St, 
Greenbelt, Makati City or e-mail jlicauco® 
geocities.com Visit my website at wiw.angelfire. 
com/journalílicauco. Listen to my dzMM radio 
Program every Sunday, 6-8 p.m. 


Ectomorphs 

Ectomorphs can also get away with the mini- 
mum for aerobics (20-30 minutes three times a 
week) just to maintain muscle mass and strength 
because that is their weak spot. This means that 
ectomorphs have to lift moderate to heavy 
weights at lower reps (8-12). Of course, this has 
to be done gradually and safely. 

In summary, endomorphs have to concentrate 
more on cardiovascular workouts, ectomorphs 
more on weights, and mesomorphs can equally 
divide their exercise program between aerobics 
and weights. “Concentrate more on” does not 
‘mean to neglect the other aspects of fitness. For 
example, just because endomorphs have to focus 
more on aerobic exercise does not mean they 
should not lift weights or do stretching exercises. 

Changing your shape 

If you want to change your shape, there are 
specific ways that you can work out to accentuate 
the positive and minintize the negative. Keep in 
mind, though, that | am only talking about the 
aesthetic side of exercise not the athletic or health 
side of things. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, 
your own or the person looking at you. What is 
beautiful to you may not be só attractive to someone 
else. My suggestion is do what you think makes 
you look good. To heck with everyone else. If you 
think your shape is attractive, more power to you. 

Your shape is determined by your skeletal 
structure, your specific fat distribution pattern 
and your muscular mass pattern. Obviously, you 
cannot reshape your bones but you can do 
something about the fat and muscles. However, 
any change you achieve will not be permanent. 
You can only maintain your results for so long 
as you exercise and eat properly because the 
reversibility principle of fitness states that you 
will revert back to your original fitness level 
and shape when you stop exercising regularly. 

Ideally, you want to add muscle mass to nar- 
rower areas of your body and lose fat from the 
wider areas so you can change your shape. Un- 
fortunately, you cannot always manipulate the 
body exactly the way you want to. It has been 
observed that it is easier to “spot build” than it is 
to "spot reduce.” In other words, it is easier to 
make muscles bigger at specific spots than it is 
to reduce fat at specific spots. 

Cone 

‘Overweight cones store fat mostly in the upper 
body (this is when they are also called "apples"). 
The good news is that when they lose weight, they 
tend to become more proportioned because they 
lose fat mostly from the upper body and abdomen. 
Normal weight cones that want a more symmetri- 
cal look need to make their leg muscles bigger to 
balance out their wider shoulders. This is achieved 
with a weight-training program designed for mus- 
cle mass (translation: heavy weights). 

Spoon 

‘Overnight spoons (or “pears”) have bad news 
because when they lose weight, their shape doesn't 
‘change. They just go from being big spoons to 
small spoons. They lose fat all over instead of 
only in the lower body. However, a spoon can 
change her shape (this is mostly a woman's 


mh 


ILLUSTRATION ALBERT RODRIGUEZ 


problem) by building muscle mass in her upper 
body (chest, shoulders, arms, upper back). Suc- 
cessful spoons can achieve an hourglass shape. 
Ruler 

Overweight rulers store fat mostly around 
the abdomen. Lucky for them the fat stored 
there have more beta or fat-releasing receptors 
that respond well to diet and exercise. Male 
rulers who want to look more cone-like or female 
rulers who want to look more like hourglasses 
have to focus on making the muscles of their 
"wings" or sides.of the upper back (latissimus 
dorsi) more prominent so the waist looks smaller. 

Hourglass 

An overweight hourglass is simply a bigger 
hourglass. The proportions tend to stay the same, 
just bigger. An endomorphic hourglass needs to 
‘concentrate on keeping weight at a normal level 
and muscles toned and tight. Ectomorphic hour- 
glasses may want to make muscles bigger so 
they don’t look so thin. 


The Association of Fitness Professionals of 
the Phils. will be holding a Red Cross CPR 
Certification on July 21 at the Bahay ng Alum- 
nae, UP Diliman Campus. CPR certification is a 
requirement for those taking the American Coun- 
cil on Exercise Examinations on Oct. 27. Call 
Loma Pinzon at 842-0567. 


For past articles and exercises, visit my web- 
site at www.tinajuanfitness.com. 


Take Charge Doc! 


Nicky S. Montoya, M.D. 


DIETHER LOVES 
THE NEW CHEESY 
CRUST PIZZA! 


Love Cheese? Try the 
new Cheesy Crust 
fom Pizza Hut. Its 
outer crust is stuffed 
with mozzarella & 
then topped with 
imported cheddar 
cheese that's baked to 
a crisp. You can 
choose Cheesy Crust 
with any of your 
favorite toppings. 
"For all you cheese- 
lovers out there, its 
the kind of pizza 
you'll truly crave for!" 
says Diether Ocampo. 
Rush to your favorite 
Pizza Hut or call 


911-11-11. 


Looking to learn more about your benefits under your MEDICard coverage? Do you want to be clear on the 
procedures, which allow you to avail of MEDICard's services? Get your information straight from MEDICard's Medical 
Director, DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA every Tuesday. 


FAQs (frequently asked questions) 


What is ISO 9002 and how is this associated with MEDICard? 
ISO 9002 is a quality assurance model made up of quality system requirements. ISO expects organizations to apply 
this model, and to meet these requirements, by developing a quality system. MEDICard is ISO 9002 certified. 
Over the years, we have developed a system or systems to efficiently manage organizational procedure and 
protocol. These procedures, documented in quality manuals are strictly complied with. In effect, all organizational 
Concems and transactions pass through strict quality assurance. The end result—the unsurpassed quality in 
healthcare service that we have been known for since 1987. 


Meet your MEDICard Team 


Dr. Adriel E. Guerrero is one of the most recently accredited MEDICard medical service 
providers based in Medical City General Hospital (MCGH). Dr. Guerrero, is a Medicine 
graduate from UST with specialty training in Internal Medicine from UP-PGH. He also sub- 
specializes in Cardiology. He is a Diplomate and Fellow of the Philippine College of Physicians, 
an Associate Fellow of the Philippine College of Cardiology and member to the Philippine 
Society of Hypertension. Doc Adriel spends most of his free time with his wife Marie and their 
three kids, and occasionally playing tennis. For consultations, you may visit Doc Guerrero at 
MCGH, room 207 of the Medico Bldg. from 9 AM to 12 noon every Mondays, Wednesdays and 


Fridays. 


Dr. Myra M. Manalang is also one of our recent additions to MEDICard's medical service team. 
Doc Myra to most of her patients, specializes in General Surgery and is based in Medical City 
General Hospital (MCGH). She is a Fellow to the Philippine College of Surgeons and Philippine 


Society of General Surgeons. On her free days, 
‘watching TV and surfing the Internet. For consultations, you may visit Doc Myra 


to Saturdays, 10 AM to 2 PM at room 402 of the Medico Bldg. 


doktora” enjoys playing computer games, 


from Mondays 


MEDiCard accredited doctor at De La Salle University Medical Center (DLSUMC) is Dr. Maria 
Esperanza Uy. Dr. Uy is a Doctor of Medicine graduate from the Cebu Institute of Medicine. 
She specializes in Internal Medicine where she received residency training from DLSUMC. She 


also subspecializes in Diabetology. She is a member of the Pt 
has been practicing her specialization since 1997. You may visit Doc Esperanza at the DLSUMC 
every Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:30 AM to 4 PM for your consultations, 


Ea 


pine College of Physicians and 


We encourage all MEDICard members to voice out their concerns and issues at hand. BE HEARD AND BE READ. 
You can write DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA at 9/F Sagittarius Bldg. HV Dela Costa St, Salcedo Village, Makati City or e-mail 
him at inquiry Gmedicardphils.com. For membership inquiries, please call 818-2161 and look for Ms. Joy Mendiola, TEXT 
MEDICard for your queries: 0917-7518365 (Globe) or 0919-2476240 (Smart). Please don't forget to include your 
‘complete name and landline number where MEDICard could reach you. Log on to www.medicardphils.com 


MEDICard is the first and only HMO in the Philippines and the whole 
Asian region to be ISO 9002 certified. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


E 


Healing by high-tech heating 


By MARGE C. ENRIQUEZ 


PACITA Borbon was a feeble 70-year-old who 
badly needed a pacemaker, For two years, she 
suffered from irregular heartbeat and poor cir- 
culation. Because of her weakness, she was of- 
ten bedridden and needed someone to assist her 
in walking to keep her from collapsing, Depres- 
sion and insomnia further dampened her condi- 
tion, 

Borbon tried the Bio-Mat 2000 MX system, 
a high-tech negative ion and infrared ray treat- 
ment system. This mat is composed of 17 layers 
of high-tech materials, such as silicon urethane, 
thermal insulation layers and fiberglass. These 
layers are combined with natural jade, which is 
known to produce infrared rays that revitalize 
the biological function of the cells. 

Borbon laid in the Bio-Mat for an hour three 
to four times a week. In less than a month, her 
heartbeat has increased from 40 to 58 beats per 
minute, After two months, it went up to nearly 
70 and she got rid of her medication. Now she 
can walk by herself and doesn’t tire easily. Her 
low back pain and arthritis have been relieved. 
She sleeps as soon as her head hits the pillow. 

Beneficial 

‘The Bio-Mat is just one of the many treat- 
ments that use far infrared rays or radiant heat. 
Far infrared or FIR, is a form of energy that 

jects directly. Invisibility, linearity, re- 
ity and reflectivity characterize FIR. When 
other objects absorb it, it has the ability to gen- 
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BIO-MAT is relaxing in the first session, and curative after several sessions PHOTO:JESSYUSON 


The far infrared rays from the Bio-Mat 
augment the body temperature and stimulate 
the cardiovascular function; there are claims 

the treatment helps to remove the build-up 
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À by Marie-France 


In less than 2 months, Evelyn 
lost 20 Ibs. and regained the 
confidence of being sexy once 
again. 


You, too, can achieve a slimmer shape 
effortlessly and effectively at Marie-France! 
Our non-invasive, non-strenuous slimming 

«ae. programme can easily melt away excess 

rfatflgm up flab, reduce cellulite, and re- 


$, sh pe your body the way you want it. 
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of carcinogenic heavy metals, alcohol, 
nicotine, sodium, sulfuric acid 
and cholesterol 


erate warmth and synthesize the natural life force 
discharged by the human body to enhance ab- 
sorption. 

‘The sun produces most of its energy, and it is 
touted as the most beneficial among the rays. 
Any warm object gives off infrared rays due to 
the heat. Human beings and warm-blooded crea- 
tures emit more thermal radiation than their en- 
vironment. 

Far infrared permeates organic substances and 
water in a uniform way. Our skin radiates far 
infrared waves that are close to the frequency of 
a water molecule. This explains why the body is 
70 percent water. 

In the last 25 years, researchers have disco- 
vered the health benefits of far infrared. There 
are hundreds of infrared thermal systems that 
are used for physical therapy and cardiovascular 
conditioning. People who use the infrared sauna 
get the same gains as those who do exercise 
conditioning. Because infrared rays deeply pen- 
etrate the body, there is an absorbent heating 


effect in the muscle tissue and internal organs. 
The body reacts to this heat as the heart volume 
and rate increase. 

Approved by the US Food and Drug Admin- 
istration, Bio-Mat 2000 MX applies FIR tech- 
nology. The far infrared rays from the 17 layers 
of high-tech materials and jade augment the 
body temperature and stimulate the cardiovas- 
cular function. The increased blood circulation 
incites the sweat glands. As the body naturally 
cools itself through sweating, it gets rid of tox- 
ins and wastes. There are claims that the treat- 
ment helps remove the build-up of carcinogenic 
heavy metals, alcohol, nicotine, sodium, sulfuric 
acid and cholesterol. 

The energy from the Bio-Mat 2000 MX pene- 
trates the body six inches deeper than the ordi- 
nary heating pad. It enables the peripheral blood 
vessels to expand, bringing ease to muscle and 
soft tissue injuries. The increased blood flow 
eliminates metabolic waste products and trans- 
mits oxygen-rich blood to the muscles to heal 
faster. 

Tt also helps you lose water if you're bloated. 

No surgery 
way Pacific International, the distributor 
of Bio-Mat 2000 MX, has several testimonies. 

Bernie Haw experienced severe pain on her 
left leg not only during her period but also while 
driving or standing for long hours. Her varicose 
veins started to bulge. In August, she attended a 
seminar conducted by Richway and tried the 
Bio-Mat for 30 minutes. The next day she no 
longer felt the pain and her varicose veins grew 
smaller, After using the Bio-Mat more often, the 
veins were gone and she’s pain-free. 

Bie Chua's doctor suggested surgery to cure 
her congenital scoliosis. She couldn't afford the 
operation and went on with her life, experiencing 
numbness, insomnia, migraine and backache. 
She tried alternative treatments but they didn’t 
work. 

Last year, she bought herself a Bio-Mat, Af- 
ter several sessions, not only has the treatment 
cared her backache, she can now sleep. Her skin 
has improved, her hair has grown thicker and 
her sinusitis has disappeared, 

Faye Love was experiencing hair loss, hypo- 
pigmentation, anemia and urinary tract infec- 
tion. After 10 sessions of being wrapped under 
the Bio-Mat, her hair started to grow and her 
skin became rosy and more even-toned, Her 
pains were relieved. 

Elouhim A. Lining was diagnosed with rheu- 
matic heart disease with severe rheumatoid ar- 
thritis. He took steroids for three years but they 
weren't of much help. Last February, he tried 
the Bio-Mat, Now he claims to be pain-free. 

Marlyn Falcon had kidney disorder and under- 
went hemodialysis twice a week to cleanse the 
blood and to facilitate waste elimination. How- 
ever, every dialysis session was uncomfortable. 
‘She became dizzy and nauseous and she couldn't 
stand up until the next day. 

‘After using the Bio-Mat, the side effects dis- 
appeared and she could easily get up after dialy- 
sis. Her hospital visits were reduced. Another 
bonus of the Bio-Mat treatment was the relief 
from hemorrhoids. 

For details on the Bio-Mat, call the Westin 
"Health Spa at 551-5555 or Richway Pacific Inter- 
national Inc. at Suite 1, 11/F Agustin I Building 
Emerald Avenue, Ortigas, Pasig City. Call 633- 
4607 or 634-4389. 


FINALLY, the new Oakley Eye-Jacket 2.0 is 
now available in the Philippines. The inno- 
vative design inspired by the Time Bomb 
wristwatch (also by Oakley) includes flush- 
‘mounted lens and segmented ear stems. 

Science fiction becomes science fact 
through the latest technological advances 
utilized in the creation of Eye-Jacket 2.0. 
Using the aid of computers in designing, 
actual tests were performed to ensure the 
durability and performance of the sunglasses. 

Oakley also adapted Computer Numeric 
Controlled edging that creates an exact fit 
between the lens and frame for any facial 
type. This means that the Eye-Jacket 2.0 can 
look as good on Asians as it does on Cauca- 
sians or African-Americans. 

Oakley's other technological develop- 
ments include the patented XYZ Optics, 
which make the lenses of the Eye-Jacket 2.0 
prevent visual warping. This innovation al- 
lows the wearer to see stuff in its unadulter- 
ated form. Plutonite lenses provide the Eye- 
Jacket 2.0 with unsurpassed impact protec- 
tion by blocking 100 percent of all UVA, 
UVB, UVC and harmful blue light. 

Aside from their ultra-chic and distinctive. 
sunglasses, Oakley also offers fine perform- 
ance footwear, apparel, accessories, watches 


EYE-JACKET 2.0 with plutonite lenses 


New fitness fashion line covers | 
from eyewear to timepieces 


NAIL Mid-Top in blue/tan for skid-stopping 
action and traction climbing features moisture 
control and multiport venting, 


DI Sport Watch will benefit runners and t 
athletes with its multiple countdown timers, a 
data mode that displays lap numbers, times 
and best times, electro-luminescent backlight 
{orlow light operation, multiple time modes with 
interchangeable displays and a composite 
casing made of aramid fiber. 


and prescription eyewear to customers in more 
than 70 countries, 

Oakley products are available at the fol- 
lowing outlets: Rustan's Makati, The Depot 
(Rockwell and Robinsons Manila) and 
Dreambikes in Commonwealth. For dealer- 
ship inquiries, write to P.O. Box 1645, Ma- 
nila, Philippines, or fax 815-0331. 

To find out more about Oakley and its 
products, check out www.cakley.com. 
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BancNet turns 11 today 


SPROJECISÉINQUI 


Lita Pascual, Account Manager 


BancNet launches InterBank Fund Transfer 


ON THE OCCASION of its 11th anniversary, 
BancNet is taking electronic banking to a higher 
level with the launching of the first online InterBank 
Fund Transfer facility in the Philippines. 

BancNet's InterBank Fund Transfer facility or 
IBFT enables a BancNet Cardholder to transfer funds 
from his ATM Card to a deposit account in any 


The IBFT enables a 
BancNet cardholder to 
transfer funds from his 
ATM card to a deposit 

account in another 
BancNet member bank. 
He can now debit from 
his peso deposit and 
credit the amount to 
another account or 
accounts of other persons 
or companies through the 
convenience of over 
1,400 BancNet ATMs 
nationwide 


BancNet member bank. Cardholders of 
BancNet can now debit from their peso 
deposits and credit the amount to another 
account or to the account of other persons. 
or companies through the convenience of 
over 1,400 BancNet ATMs nationwide. 

IBFT does away with the old practice of 
issuing checks or doing over-the-counter 
withdrawals from one bank only to deposit 
the same amount in another bank. Now 
with BancNet, cardholders can do all these 
as one transaction on the ATM. And there 
is no limit with the number of times or on 
the amount per transfer done provided the 
total amount does not go beyond the 
maximum allowable withdrawal of his 
bank for the day. 

Approved for implementation by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, BancNet's 
InterBank Fund Transfer facility will 
initially be available for Citibank, 
Metrobank, Allied Bank, RCBC, Philtrust, 
PBCom, ABN-Amro and Security Bank 
depositors, Other member banks are 
expected to follow shortly. 

BancNet President Angelito 
Villanueva considers the service 
enhancement as another step towards 
expanding the conveniences offered by 


BancNet's multi-function ATMs. Villanueva adds 
that "Today's fast-paced and pressured lifestyles 
are decreasing the amount of spare time people 
have. Thus, people want more value out of 
everything, including their ATM cards.” 

BancNet also achieved economies of scale for its 
member banks since these no longer have to develop 
and invest in the required infrastructure to respond to 
the evolving demands of their depositors. 


The IBFT facility is already commonly available 
in most developed countries not only through the 
ATM, but also through personal computers, the 
Internet, Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) or 
point-of-sale terminals. With new delivery devices 
and interactive functions being launched in the field 
of remote banking, BancNet is poised to offer 


“related conveniences with the InterBank Fund 


Transfer. In the near future, Mr. Villanueva said that 
the IBFT service would be offered to other 
institutions, merchants and networks. With the 
advent of new banking technologies, the system 
will be enhanced to make transferring funds from 
one account to the other, more convenient, cost- 
efficient and highly reliable. 

BancNet is currently upgrading a comprehensive 


security infrastructure covering all components of its 
network in anticipation of IBFT's role in supporting 
E-Commerce transactions. This will pave the way 
for BancNet cardholders to purchase goods and 
services from dot-com companies and merchant 
establishments on the Internet with the ease of 
payments accepted from the buyer regardless of 
which banks they maintain their deposit accounts. 

Over the years, BancNet has pioneered in 
consortium-based innovations such as the Point of 
Sale (POS) system, EDI, Unix-based switching 
technology, ISP and now the IBFT. The InterBank 
Fund Transfer facility is BancNet's anniversary 
offering to its member banks and their cardholders to 
stay a step ahead of the emerging needs of a growing 
wired marketplace. 


THE EMERGENCE of the Internet has created 
new business opportunities in the areas of elec- 
tronic commerce. More and more organizations 
are adopting electronic service delivery as a means 
of increasing value-added services to their custom- 
ers. Organizations that fail to address the above. 
issues may eventually see their market shares. 
eroding as customers get increasingly technology- 
literate and may begin to view technology as an 
enabler to simplify business processes. 

In the highly competitive Philippine bank- 
ing industry, the bigger challenge is to retain 
retail and corporate customers who demand 
better service levels and more transacting 
flexibility. As the country’s largest ATM 
consortium, BancNet, Inc. is embarking on a 
Multi-Channel Payment Gateway (MCPG) 
project by the end of the year to provide more 
payment conveniences to its member institu- 
tions, affiliates, and customers. 

BancNet's main focus on this project is to have 
a convenient, reliable and secure delivery of 
financial and related services for member institu- 
tions, affiliates and customers locally and abroad 


BancNet to open new gateway 


through the synergy of resources and the best 
utilization of technology. 

BancNet tapped Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (FPI) 
to integrate and implement the MCPG project. 
Using BancNet's existing ATM/POS switch and 
Network Security infrastructure, FPI installs the 
MCPG to provide BancNet with the ability to 
consolidate and act as the ‘One-Stop’ Internet 
payment gateway. 

For this MCPG project, Fujitsu partnered 
with Brokat AG, a leading provider of secure, 
integrated transaction solutions for online 
application and online payments in Germany. 
Brokat has identified its product Twister, one of 
its distributed multi-channel transaction solu- 
tions for financial services companies, as the 
best product for the MCPG. 

The forthcoming MCPG is able to cater to 
all types of users. For example, direct users in 
any part of the world with an access to the 
Internet will be able to use the Web Payment 
Portal and execute real time payment transac- 
tions through the web browser. 
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BancNet to open new gateway cars 


BancNet has embarked on a Multi-Channel Payment Gateway 
(MPCG) to provide convenient, reliable and secure delivery of 
financial and related services to its member institutions, affiliates 


and customers using the synergy of resources and technology 


|: Anniversary! 
BancNet 


PCI... 


Equitable PCI Bank Towers 
Makati Avenue corner H.V. dela Costa St., 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 


Registered biller partners will also be 
able to allow their own customers to 
make bills payments to them through the. 
MCPG over the Internet on a browser 
with ease and security. 

For merchants selling goods and ser- 
vices, they will now be able to 
immediately collect their payments for 
their goods or services being delivered 
over the different delivery channels. 

And Internet or EDI service providers 
can now perform payment transactions 
electronically among themselves through 
the MCPG. 

‘The MCPG will have the capability to 
deliver its services through all the latest 
technology such as PCs, self-service 
Terminal, Mobile Phones, Telephony, 
PDA, Web TVs, etc. It will be based on an 
open standard and will conform strictly to 
the banking industry standard and security 
requirements. Moreover, it will be based 
on the N-tiers architecture and built on a 
stable and scalable platform. All these will 
ensure that the MCPG will be able to cater 
to future expansion and requirements. 

The MCPG vill provide all merchants 
with the means to streamline their collec- 
tion of bills as well as significantly 
increase their fund floats by allowing real 
time on-line payment to take place via the 
above mentioned services delivery chan- 
nel. This in turn will allow BancNet’s 
member banks to offer more value-added 
services to their consumers and at the 
same time encourage more transactions. 

With BancNet’s Payment Gateway, 
businesses and bank clients now have a 
greater opportunity to compete in the 
electronic world. Through a single tie-up 
with BancNet, they automatically gain 
connection to all BancNet member banks 
with a total client base of 4.5 million debit 
and over a million credit card holders. 
Instead of dealing with each bank sepa- 
rately, these merchants and billers prefer a 
network arrangement because it results to 
operational efficiency, consolidated 
reporting and simplified settlement. 

Through BancNet’s tie-up with 
merchants and billers, more banking 
transactions can be pushed to the banks 
through their existing link to BancNet. 
With no significant additional invest- 
ment on their part, the member banks 
can offer payment gateway services to 
their depositors. 

For banks with their own internet- 
based facility, the BancNet Payment 
Gateway will allow them to capture more 
market share. It will complement their 
facility; just like the current bill payment 
arrangement where some merchants or 
billers affiliated with BancNet are not 

A 


affiliated with certain banks. Moreover, 
interbank fund transfers require the 
interchange facility of BancNet. 

More importantly, the bank customer 
can now derive an function to his existing 
BancNet ATM card—he can now use it on 
other payment channels securely and 
conveniently. He does not need to open 
another account or transfer to another bank 
to be able to make payments on the 
Internet or mobile phone. 

As electronic commerce grows by leaps 
and bounds because of the availability of 
technologies and infrastructure Bancnet 
has decided to embark on the Multi- 
Channel Payment Gateway Project to help 
leapfrog the growth of e-commerce lo- 
cally. As an integrated payment portal on 
top of a secure infrastructure BancNet can 
now capture and process payments and 
‘manage corresponding transactions online 
via multiple channels—a testimony to 
BancNet’s responsiveness to the changing 
needs and times. 


Bancket Products 
and Services 


ATM Services 

* Balance Inquiry 

* Bills Payment 

* Cash Withdrawal 

* Checkbook Request 

* Credit Card Cash Advance 

* Fast Cash 

* Intra/interBank Fund Transfer 
* Megalink Interconnection 


Point-of-Sale Services 
* Debit Card Authorization (Sale/ 
Inquiry) 
* Credit Card Authorization (Sale) 
| * Electronic Draft Capture (EDC) 


Electronic Data Interchange 
Services (EDI) 
| * Remittance of SSS Contribution 
Internet Services 
* Website Hosting 
+ E-mail 
* Surfing 


Other Network Services 
* Automated Reconciliation 
and Claims Tracking Service 
* Electronic File Transfer 
* Management Information System 
(MIS) Reports 
* ATM/POS Directory Services 


BANCNET, the country's leadi players in the industry tium-based payment facility such as 
tronic network for financial services, is Daniel will work at examining BancNet. In a payment gateway 
holding its 4th Executive Forum today at developments in several key segments solution that brings together all the 
p.m. at the New World Renaissance of the industry to draw out some prin- players and delivery channels, Mr. 
Hotel in Makati City. The afternoon event ciples which he thinks local banksand Leopold will show the options when 
will focus on the theme of “Hamessing the payment utility players should base their business solutions outweigh technical 
Potentials of e-Commerce and e-Banking" own decisions in the e-world. considerations. 
in the Philippines. A panel made up of presidents of Two local banks will share their 
Four main platform speakers have been four of the country’s leading banks will initiatives in e-commerce and e- 
invited to share their leaming and Tiven up the discussion and theopen banking services through the persons 
proficiencies on the topic. They are forum that follows Daniel's talk. of Planters Bank's Estela and RCBC’s 
Emmanuel Daniel, managing director and Expected to participate are Isidro C. — Tumbaga. The two will present lessons 
editor-in-chief of the Asian Banker Jour- Alcantara, Jr. of PBCom, Valentin A. learned using two different strategic 
nal, Dirk Leopold, head of mobile Araneta of RCBC, Peter B. Favila of directions involving clients from retail 
commerce for Asia Pacific Brokat Asia Pte Allied Bank, and Rafael S. Simpao of to corporate customers. 
Ltd., Ismael G. Estela Jr. senior vice Security Bank. The 4th BancNet Executive Forum 
president for Planters Bank, and Allan. Leopold, on the other hand, will -is a yearly event sponsored by. BancNet 
Tumbaga, vice president of Rizal Com- present the considerations that spell and is exclusive to its member banks’ 
mercial Banking Corporation (RCBC). the success or failure of a consor- executives arid invited guests. 
‘Daniel will review the dynamics of 
what works or does not work for finan- 
cial services in Internet world. He will 
tackle the posturing of the large trad 
tional players on the payments front, 
the fallout of the dotcom companies, 
and the:small successes of the focused 


Making 

SSS payments 
easy through 
BancNet’s EDI 


BANCNET has continuously provided 
enhancements and innovations to its basic 
ATM services. Realizing the need for a 
faster, more efficient and secure mode of 
company-to-company exchange of data, it 
started offering the Electronic Data Inter- 
change System or EDI in the early part of 
1999, The electronic transmission of SSS 
contributions was the first EDI application 
to be implemented. 
The BancNet EDI System (BES) is a 
browser-based application with an 
AMTRIX Messaging engine running in 
a Unix platform. Primary users are the 
Social Security System, its depositor 
banks in the Development Bank of the 
Philippines and the Land Bank of the 
Philippines and employers who are 
clients of BancNet member Banks. The 
system was designed initially to 
complement the SSSNet Project of the 
Social Security System. s 
The BES-SSSNet basically covers the 
electronic submission by an employer to 
thè SSS of the Monthly Contribution List 
(MCL) file, and the corresponding Pay- 
ment Order message to the employer’s 
depository bank. A copy of the Payment 
Order message is also sent to SSS’ deposi- 
tory bank. The SSS, upon receipt of the 
MCL file will validate it. If there are 
errors, the SSS will send a Monthly 
Contribution Acknowledgment message 
informing the Employer that there is an 
error in the MCL file sent. The Employer 
then corrects and re-sends the MCL file. 
From its modest pilot implementation 
of 8 employers and 2 depository banks, 
BancNet's EDI client database has in- 
creased to over 400 employer clients and 9 
depository banks and is still steadily 
expanding. 
Several reasons have been attributed to 
this rapid growth. BancNet’s efficient 
delivery of EDI transactions to and from 
BancNet, the SSS and the depository 
banks through its web-based application 
have resulted in the immediate posting of 
employees’ monthly SSS contributions. 
All this is achieved with no front-end 
costs for employers since no subscription 
fee, maintenance charges, and other 
expenses are imposed. 
Member banks are now getting ready to 
bring in more of their corporate clients £ i i 
nuuc cud We won't leave your business in the dark. 
BancNet's thrust to implement the pro- 
gram over the Internet. This scheme 
should further boost its client base as 
employers from far-flung regions can " D s 
access the system without entailing long B he County's list and largest nèi internet date čentet, brings you guaranteed 
distance telephone charges as long as they continuous service for. all your outsourced internet requirements. - Specially, designed | — 
have a local ISP connection. "technology and state-of-theart features including uninterruptible power ‘Supply ¢ 
OER CREM 9500 KVA generator sets and retllable fuel for continuous operations ensure that our 
themselves of this free service may contact RPS TIN MEM MEM TR 


BancNet SVP Aris Zafra or Operations k > pu 
f the dark, call 180r /itro:epldta 
Manager Rene Natividad at tel no. 394- CO a epldt.com 


5954 or 818-3264. 
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SECURITY BANK 


Security you can bank on 


STANDING from left: Ricardo R. Chua, EVP and COO-China Bank; Jose F. Santos, EVP-RCBC; 
and Angelito M. Villanueva, SEVP-Metrobank. Seated from ett: Virgilio J. Katigbak, SVP-PBCOM; 
Francisco M. Caparros, SVP-Asia United Bank; Marilyn F. Suarez, SVP-Merchants Bank; Cecilia 
A. Irigo, FVP-United Overseas Bank; Rodora E. Bañares, SVP-Security Bank; Evelyn S. Enriquez, 
VP-Export & Industry Bank; Juan G. Coreces, BancNet corporate secretary/treasurer-director, 
Phil. Clearing House; and Anthony T. Robles, SVP-Standard Chartered Bank. Not in photo are 


FIFTY YEARS OF SECURITY 


www.securitybank.com.ph 


YOUR BANK 


Ero d 


Your Trusted Partner in Banking. (fg 
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Member: Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC). Deposit insured up to P 100,000. 


And Philippine Clearing House Corporation. 


From YOUR earliest years to old 


age 


So BANK with us 
warm and professional te 


you towards f 


FOR LIFE. 


Peter Favila, president-Allied Bank; Delfin M. Dimagiba, EVP & COO-Banco Filipino; 
Estrella, EVP-First E-Bank; Emil Yap IIl, AVP-Philtrust Bank; Robert Blas, AVP- 


and Jose Maria Valdez, FVP-Chinatrust Bank. 
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Shaping BancNet’s services 


for tomorrow’ 


FOR ELEVEN years, BancNet's marketing 
slogan of “Bahk Anytime, Everywhere” has 
captured the essence of its services. In 
today's fast-growing digital marketplace, 
people are moving towards the exchange of 
valuable information, products and services 
across a network that's fast, cost-efficient 
and secure. E-commerce is slowly moving 
from becoming an option to a requirement 
for most businesses. And true to its mission 
of being the leading electronic network for 
the delivery of financial and related ser- 
vices, BancNet has kept pace with these 
rapidly evolving technologies. 

Meet two focussed individuals who influ- 
ence BancNet's direction towards adapting to 
the shifts in consumer demands. Chairman 
Mr. Jose F. Santos, also the EVP at RCBC, 
and President Mr. Angelito M. Villanueva, 
Metrobank SEVP, share some of their thoughts 
as BancNet celebrates 11 successful years. 

What would you consider as highlights 
on BaneNet’s 11th year? 

Jose F. Santos (JFS): The impressive in- 
crease in the gross billings of our regular 
ATM switch transactions and our Point-of- 
Sale System remains to be the highlight of 
our operations. To maintain this consistency 


“We take 
pride in 
launching 
the first and 
the only 
InterBank 
Fund 
Transfer 
service 
available 
initially 
through the 
ATMs. We 
would like 
to inform the 
public that 
we have 
began 
setting up 
the Payment 
Gateway 
System. 
These 
projects are 
concrete 
steps of 
moving into 


CITYSTATE 


SAVINGS BANK 


the real 
e-commerce 
environment 
in the 
country” 


s challenges 


JOSEF. Santos, BancNet Chairman of the Board 
and EVP-RCBC; and Angelito M. Villanueva, 
BancNet President and SEVP-Metrobank 


and move on to improved efficiency and ser- 
vice levels, we are regularly monitoring and 
evaluating BancNet's measures and standards. 
to ensure that we exceed the expectations of 
our clients and member banks. Aside from 
the achievements on the regular lines of busi- 
ness like ATM and POS, we are now working 
on two major projects, the InterBank Fund 
‘Transfer and the Payment Gateway System. 

Angelito M. Villanueva (AMY): We take 
pride in launching the first and the only 
InterBank Fund Transfer service available ini- 
tially through the ATMs. And also we would 
like to inform the public that we are already 
midstream in the setting up of the Payment 
Gateway System. We consider these two 
projects as concrete steps of moving into the 
real e-commerce environment in the country. 

What advantages will the IBFT bring? 

JFS: The InterBank Fund Transfer Facil- 
ity is really a major breakthrough and 
BancNet is very happy to be the first to offer 
it in the country. The IBFT opens up an 
entirely new world of convenience to our 
depositors in terms of moving funds from 
one account to another. 

AMV: The IBFT will accelerate funds 
transfer in the Philippines because now, you 
have a real-time gross settlement transaction 
that transfers money from one BancNet mem- 
ber to another with the simplicity and ease of 
using any of BancNet's ATMs nationwide. 

What factors and organizational 
strengths do you attribute BancNet's 
growth into what it is now? 

JES: BancNet really consists of two major 
sources of strength. One is the lean but highly- 
productive management and staff of BancNet, 
which has been performing very well through 
the years. And the second integral part is 
really the member banks working together at 
different levels. We have the Board of Direc- 
tors and the Executive Committee overseeing 
the BancNet consortium in terms of setting 
policy directions and working on strategic 
issues. You also have very hardworking com- 
mittees who put into action these plans and 
programs, But I think one of the major rea- 
sons for BancNet’s success is that the different 
member banks through their representation in 
the Board or different committees have worked 
very well together achieving synergy. 

AMV: We are operating as a cooperative 
organization although our structure is more of 
a corporate type of organization. From this, 
we are able to come up with innovative and 
applicable ideas from the member banks. Ev- 
erybody is given the same voice insofar as the 
drafting and implementing the policies. 

Have the mergers and acquisitions in- 
volving some of your member banks 
affected the consortium in any way? 

JFS: When our member banks are the 
acquiring institutions, then the merger 
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Raffle promo held for BancNet banks' employees 


HERE'S the good news for all BancNet and 
BancNet member bank employees. 

BancNet and BancNet member bank em- 
ployees still have the chance to win an 
appliance or entertainment showcase through 
the ongoing BancNet Family Pamili Promo. 
With just a few swipes of their BancNet ATM 
cards when paying at accredited shopping es- 
tablishments in Metro Manila, Cavite, Laguna 
and Pampanga, they earn a chance to win 
prizes in the monthly and grand draw. 

‘Ten winners of P10,000 have been drawn 
for the May monthly draw. For June, five 
20,000 cash prizes await the winners to be 
drawn during the BancNet anniversary party 
on July 20, 2001 at the Manila Hotel. Other 
minor prizes to be given away include two home 
appliance showcases worth P50,000 each. 

For the grand prize to be drawn on August 
15, 2001, one winner will take home an enter- 


Shaping BancNet's 
(From page D4) 


works much to our advantage. We now 
have bigger member banks with a wider 
network. Of course, some of our member 
banks have also been acquired but the dis- 
advantage to this is not as great as the 
benefits M&As have brought to us. Over- 
all, I'd like to think that mergers and 
acquisitions have changed the competitive 
environment favorably for BancNet. 

AMV: I agree. Mergers and acquisitions 
have made the consortium stronger now. We 
see more stable players in the industry and the 
mergers translate into bigger and better 
“muscles” for the whole banking institution 
and in a way for the members that we serve. 

‘Which among BancNet’s current services 
hold the greatest potential in terms of in- 
creased patronage in the near future? 

JES: The ATM, which is still the bread 
and butter product, remains to bé very popu- 
lar. And I believe this has not matured yet so 
BancNet will continue to grow the business 
and explore more uses for the ATM and its 
related products. The newly launched 
InterBank Fund Transfer will have a very big 
potential in the future and our going into the 
Payment Gateway opens the door for BancNet 
to participate in the different areas of growth 
through electronic banking. 

AMV: As an ATM consortium, it is still 
the switch itself that has the greatest poten- 
tial. BancNet has to continue to facilitate 
transactions not only the ATM itself, but also 
the conveniences tied into the debit and credit 
point-of-sale, Additionally, the setting up of 
the payment gateway will be the avenue for 
settlement on e-commerce trade in the future. 

‘What opportunities in the market are 
waiting to be tapped into by BancNet? 

AMV: With the changing environment on 
e-commerce, BancNet would once again want 
to be first to take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties in this business and with the cooperation 
of our member banks, we certainly feel that 
we already have an edge over the other con- 
sortia in the market. 

JFS: More than a year ago, we already 
‘saw that there will be a lot of growth in elec- 
tronic banking anid so that early, we already 
made the strategic decision that we go into e- 
business and e-commerce. 

Ona lighter note, how do you manage to 
attend to different roles concurrent to your 
leadership at BancNet? 

JFS: While the responsibility here at 
BancNet is equally great, I think we already 
have a good working organizational set-up 
that enables us to achieve the tasks at hand, 
such that I can devote quality time for 
BancNet. This is the same management style 
I practice with my bank, which is basically a 
philosophy of empowering people and man- 
aging by objectives, 

AMV: Simply put, I practice time manage- 
ment and the setting up of priorities. This also 
allows me to have time to do a lot of reading 
and surfing the Internet to absorb the trends 
that shape the future of banking. 

What is your message on the occasion of 
BancNet's 11th anniversary? 

JFS: We thank BancNet management and 
all our member institutions because itis through 
their efforts and effective working relationship 
that we have achieved all these different mile- 
stones, But true to our slogan of “Non-Stop 
Banking Network” we will not stop there. Our 
eleven years of experience provides us the ba- 
sis to launch better products and services in the 
future. We look at each anniversary as a spring- 
board into further growth and better synergy 
among the member banks. 

AMV: We look forward to a stronger and. 
better organizational set-up. We are confident 
that a stronger BancNet will emerge in the 
future to serve not only our member banks, 
but also to be at the cutting edge of technol- 
ogy that is responsive to the expanding needs 
of our growing number of customers. Our 
organizational structure undergoes a periodic 
Teview because we know we should always 
be steps ahead of the changing environment 
of banking. For this, we extend our gratitude 
to all those who continue to support BancNet. 


tainment showcase consisting of 2 Sony 29” 
Flat TV, Sony DVD Componet, VHS player, 
Pioneer VCD Component, and Sharp Karaoke. 

‘The promo, which runs until July 31, 2001, 
is BancNet's way of encouraging its member 
banks’ employees to use the Point of Sale Sys- 
tem or POS. The POS System of BancNet is a 
complete system of credit card authorization 
and debit card facilities. Debit card facilities 
enable cardholders to use their BancNet ATM 
cards to purchase goods and services from dif- 
ferent merchants affiliated by BancNet. 

BancNet’s POS System has provided the 
added convenience for cardholders to enjoy 
cash less shopping, At the same time, the POS 
has contributed to more sales and efficient han- 
dling of payments for the accredited merchants. 

Phase Il of the promo, to be launched later on, 
will be open to all BancNet cardholders nation- 
wide with special partner prizes to the cashier! 
supervisors of the establishments who processed 
the transactions of the winning cardholders. 
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ABN-AMRO Savings Bank 
Allied Banking Corporation 
Asia United Bank Corporation 
Banco Filipino Savings and 
Mortgage Bank 

Bank of Commerce (Panasia 
Banking inc.) 

Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(Citytrust) 

Centennial Savings Bank 
China Banking Corporation 
Chinatrust (Phils.) 
Commercial Bank 
Corporation 

Citibank, N.A. — Philippines 


First E-Bank 


Bank 
Merchants Bank 


Company 


ancNet Member Banks 


Citystate Savings Bank Inc. 
Dao Heng Bank Inc. (merged © Philippine Bank of 
with Banco De Oro) 

East West Banking Corporation 
Equitable PCIB Bank 

Export and industry Bank 


Global Business Bank 
Malayan Savings and Mortgage 


Manila Banking Corporation 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust 


Orient Bank (inactive) 


* Orion Savings Bank 


Communications 

Philippine Savings Bank 
Philippine Trust Company 
Planters Development Bank 
Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corporation 

RCBC Savings Bank 
Security Bank Corporation 
‘Standard Chartered Bank 
Union Bank of the Philippines 
(Interbank) 

United Overseas Bank 
Philippines (Westmont Bank) 


For your newest baby... 


‘DOCUMENTARY STAMPS Pwo 


Access your account in over 2,800 BancNet and 
MegaLink ATMs nationwide with your Citicard. 


Ready Credit is Ready Cash 


There's nothing like the coming of a child. And there's nothing 
like being ready for it. That's why Citibank Ready Credit gives 
you ready cash anytime via a revolving credit line. With no 
collateral, deposit or guarantor required. Now, you can settle 
your hospital bills and doctors’ fees while you're waiting for 
your next bonus! After all, the best way to welcome your 
newborn is to get everything ready, while you're still on the way. 


Only from Citibank. 


Where Money Lives. 


Apply now. Call CitiPhone at 995-9999 in Metro 
Manila or 234-9999 in Metro Cebu or access our 
website at www.citibank.com.ph 


1 Please fax to 995-9065 


Yes, | want to be Ready 


|Z at ali times. 


! [7f Yes, | want to have a 

10] standby credit facility. 

1 [Off Yes, | want access to 
Instant funds In 

1 - between paychecks. 
Yes, | want to pay 
Interest charges only on 

| the amount that | use. 

1 [V Yes want to pay only 

1 DZ pio‘ss dally tor every 

1 10,000 borrowed." 

1 [JT Yes, | want to apply for 

1 VI a Citibank Ready 

1. Credit now! 


Available i ai 
ana Rey cities nationwide, 


Contact Phone Number: 


Preferred time to be called: 


"etri 10000 is berrowed& i total amount due is pal by due dte 


CITIBANSS 


People; Events Products 


TELLERPHONE 


TELLERCARD =... 


v Pay your bills 

v/ Ask about your account balance 

¥ Inquire on products and services 

v Transfer funds between your accounts 

v Change your TELLERPHONE password 


2 
v Use your TELLERCARD to pay when shoppin: 
thru BancNet payment system* 


Elsewhere in the Philippines 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-1888-5888 . : 


Your success is our business 


Member: PDIC deposits insured up to P100,000.00 


E 


The Diners Club Cards. Theres no higher step. 


For inquiries, please call 


Pfizer wins multiple honors at the Annual 
Giobal Pharmaceutical Awards 


PFIZER recently won four awards at the Global 
Pharmaceutical Awards during a ceremony held 
at the Banqueting House at the Whitehall Palace, 
Pfizer's awards were given to acknowledge 
its innovative philanthropic programs. The first 
award, the Advancement in the Cause of World 
Health was granted for the company's work with 
the Intemational Trachoma Initiative (ITI). ITI is 
a joint venture between Pfizer and Edna 
McConnell Clark Foundation. It is a comprehen- 
sive treatment and prevention program aimed at 
eliminating trachoma, the world's leading cause 
of preventable blindness. Initial results from the 
program have been outstanding, with the preva- 
ence of disease cut in half in some communities. 
‘The second program recognized with the award 
for community involvement and corporate re- 
sponsibility, was Pfizer's Brooklyn 
Redevelopment Initiative (BRI). This ongoing 
effort to revitalize the neighborhood around the 
company's manufacturing plant in Brooklyn, New 
York has resulted in new housing, a new school, 
lower crime rates, and increased employment. 
‘The Pfizer for the Living (PFL) received an 
award for the most effective customer relation- 
ship management strategy. PFL is a free direct 
‘mail and Internet program that has broken new 
ground in relationship marketing. This program 
helps cardiovascular patients age 50 and over 
live healthier by using personalized, customized 


and gender-specific information to educate them 
about various healthcare and lifestyle issues. 

The fourth award, prescription drug launch 
of the year, was awarded to Pfizer's arthritis 
medicine, Celecoxib (Celebrex). An instant suc- 
‘cess when it was launched in the United States 
in 1999, Celebrex repeated its initial success in 
European markets in 2000. 

‘Chuck Hardwick, vice president for govern- 
ment and public affairs who attended the 
ceremony, stated that Pfizer people are driven 
by the relentless pursuit of new and better solu- 
tions to the world's ills. "We are dedicated to 
using the products of research to improve the 
health and well-being of mankind. Also, our 
commitment to community involvement is an 
intrinsic part of culture. These awards reflect 
caring and compassion, which are core to who 
we are and what we do. They also reflect our 
recognition that Pfizer's success is inextricably 
linked to the quality of life and economic vi- 
brancy of our society and the communities in 
which we operate,” he added. 

Pfizer is a global, research-based pharmaceuti- 
cal company that discovers, develops and 
‘manufactures innovative medicines for humans 
and animals. It is a union between Pfizer Inc. and 
‘Wamer-Lambert, two companies that have defined 
excellence in healthcare, This year, Pfizer is in- 
vesting $5 billion for research and development. 


GLOBE'S INTERCONNECT PACT WITH PLDT, PAPTELCO 


Leading communications carrier Globe Telecom signed recently separate interconnection agreements with 
the Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) and the Philippine Association of Private Telephone 
Companies. The revised agreements simplify the revenue-sharingarrangementforlocalandnational calls 
byhaving a single charging plan. Effective July 1, PLDT hasto pay Globe P6.50 perminute for accesstoits 
cellular network. The rate will be reduced to P4 50 per minute by Jan. 1, 2002. For calls from the Globe 
mobile phone network to PLDT, the charge is P2 per minute. The two parties also agreed to pay an access 
‘charge of USS.08 per minute forinterationalcalistolandiines andforthose passing throughtheir respective 
international gateway facilities. For international traffic from PLDT to Globe's cellular network, paymentis. 
USSO.12 per minute beginning Oct. 1, 2001. For the Paptelco, Globe has made a special arrangement to 
assist the small operators and the government in providing basic telephone service in the countryside. 
‘Shown with National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) chief Eliseo M. Rio Jr. (middle) are (fromleft 
Marita B. Ramos, Paptelco VP-Luzon; lawyer Ramon S. Santiago, PLDT 1st VP for interconnection; Eric 
Ldelos Reyes, Paptelcopresident; Ami Jane Borje, NTC deputy commissioner; lawyer Rodolfo A. Salalima, 
Globe SVP for corporate and regulatory affairs; and John W. Young, Globe VP for carrer business. 
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EPLDT SIGNS MOU WITH BANCNET 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was recently signed between ePLDT and BancNet to 
collaborate on possible synergies forthe PLDT Visa Cash Card. Shown signing the MOU are (from left) 
PLDT senior vice president Claro Carmelo P. Ramirez, ePLDT co-managing director Ariel A. Roda, 
ePLDT co-managing director lawyer Ray C. Espinosa, BancNet chair Jose F. Santos, BancNet 
president Angelito M. Villanueva and BancNet senior vice president and COO Aristeo F. Zafra Jr. 


Scanning versatility the Genius ColorPage-HR6 Way 


IN TODAY'S high-tech world, traditional image 
scanning has finally evolved into a simply-press- 
a-button operation. A truly meaningful innovation, 
such facility allows desktop publishing buffs and 
professionals to produce compelling visual works 
efficiently, thus eliminating the need to master 
application commands. 

‘Graphics artists and prepress publishers will 
truly appreciate Genius ColorPage-HRÓ's in- 
novative features. As a high-performance color 
flatbed scanner, it comes with fast, five-but- 
ton operation for easy scanning, copying, 
faxing, recognizing and sending emails. Pro- 
viding a 600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution 
with up to 19,200 software interpolation, im- 
ages are crisp and vibrant in colors with sharp 
details and contrast. 

For an even more cost-effective and versatile 
solution, ColorPage-HR6 comes with a Trans- 
parency Media Adapter (TMA) for scanning 


35mm slides or negatives. 

With its 216mm x 297mm scanning bed size, 
ColorPage-HR6 allows easy scanning of full 
A4 materials or even multiple 35mm slides or 
film negatives through its TMA. 

‘And with Xerox's TextBridge OCR (optical 
character recognition) software, content creation 
and management is definitely a breeze as users 
can instantly scan, edit manage and store hand 
in hand with Adobe's PhotoDeluxe Image edi- 
tor for faster lay-out and design. 

By using CET (Color Enhanced Technol- 
ogy), ColorPage-HR balances hue/saturation 
of your scanned photos automatically for high- 
quality and sharper images. 

Genius ColorPage-HR6 scanner is available 

the Philippines through MSI-Digiland (Phils. 
Inc. For more information, call Issa Fontanilla at. 
439-7777 local 802, 439-3999 (fax) or email 
marissa.fontanillaGmsi-digiland.com ph. 
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UST Hospital’s disability prevention week 


THE UNIVERSITY of Santo Tomas Hospital (USTH) will celebrate the 23rd 


Clips 


National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week on July 17 to 23 at the 
AMRC-CD at the 4th floor of the clinical division. The event aims to focus on the 
positive side of disability as well as to educate the public on the prevention of diseases such 


as osteoporosis, arthritis and scoliosis. The A. Mabini Rehabilitation Center of USTH will have activities 
catering to various sectors of society, among them an art contest for the disabled. Lay fora will also be held on. 
low back pain and rehabilitation care in arthritis care. Osteoporosis and scoliosis screenings will be conducted 
during the event. Call USTH at 731-3001 loc, 2432/2297/2488 for details. 


Catering seminar set 


THOSE who plan to start or manage a catering business are invited to ProActive Center for Training's 
(FACT) Managing a Catering Business Seminar-Workshop on July 16-24 at Encore! Encorel, 2/L 
Building A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City from 1 to 5 p.m. The seven-day training will feature 
lectures and hands-on workshops on legal requirements; planning the menu, equipment and staffing; cost 
‘control; room arrangements; napkin folding and table skirting among others. Trainers are foodservice 
consultants and professors of hotel and restaurant management who are award-winning coaches of the 
student division on Chefs on Parade. For details call 823-4947, cel, 0919-5500601, or e-mail 
pactserv @info.com.ph. Visit the PACT website at www.info.com.ph/~pactserv. 
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SHOP WITHOUT CASH AT THE FOLLOWING ACCREDITED ESTABLISHMENTS 


—ua BY USING YOUR BANCNET ATM CARDS mm 


CAINTA 

Ever Ortigas 

* Abenson 

* Ever Department Store & 
Supermarket. 


* Abenson 
* Cinderella. 
* Home Gallery 
* Planet Toys 


* Sta. Lucia Department Store. 


& Supermarket 


CAVITE 

* Waltermart Supermarket - 
Carmona 

+ Waltermart Supermarket & 
Appliance - Dasmariñas 

* Waltermart Supermarket — 
Rosario 

Lotus Mall 

+ Waltermart Supermarket — 
Imus 
M 

* SM Department Store & 
‘Supermarket 

+ Family Drugstore 

* Health & Beauty 


KALOOKAN CITY 

* Uniwide 

* Homeworks 

Ever Grand Central 

* Abenson 

* Cinderella 

* Ever Department Store & 
Supermarket. 


LAGUNA 

* Robinson's Supermarket - 
Los Baños 

* Waltermart Supermarket — 
Biñan 

* Waltermart Supermarket & 
Appliance - Calamba 

+ Waltermart 


* Guess? Ranch 

* Guess? 

* Health & Beauty 

* SM Megamall Department. 
Store & Supermarket 

st Toy Kingdom 

* Western Marketing 


* Rustan's Supermarket 
* Sisley 
+ True Value 
r Mall 
* Robinson’s Department 
Store 
* Rustan’s Expresslane 


MANILA 

* Asian Terminal Inc. 

* Cebu Air, Inc Manila. 
Midtown 

* Fairmart Department Store - 
F. Torres 

* International Container. 
Terminal Services, Inc. 

+ Isetann Department Store & 
Supermarket - Carriedo 

Ever Recto 

* Ever Department Store & 
Supermarket 

Harrison Plaza 

* Abenson 

* Guess? 

* Rustan's Supermarket 

* SM Department Store 

Isetann Recto 

* Isetann Department Store & 
‘Supermarket 

Plaza Fair Lacson 

* Plaza Fair Department Store 
& Supermarket. 

Robinson's Ermi 

* Guess? 

* Robinson's Department. 
Store & Supermarket 

SM Hypermart-Sucat 


* Family Drugstore 
* SM Department Store & 
Supermarket 


SM Centerpoint 

* Family Drugstore 

* Guess? 

* Health & Beauty 

* Men's Studio 

* Seventeen for Gals. 

* SM Department Store & 
Supermarket 

SM Manila 

* Family Drugstore 


* SM Department Store & , 


Supermarket 
i 


* SM Department Store 

Tutuban Centermall. 

* Automatic Center 

* Goldilock's Bakeshop. 

* Robinson's Department 
Store & Supermarket 


MARIKINA 

* Rustan's Expresslane — 
Marikina 

‘Save More Marikina 

* Family Drugstore 

* Save More Supermarket 


MUNTINLUPA 
wn Center 
* Cinderella 
Festival Mall 
* Family Drugstore 
* Health & Beauty 
* Shop Wise 
* Western Marketing 


PAMPANGA 


* Family Drugstore 

* Health & Beauty 

* SM Department Store 
& Supermarket. 


PARANAQUE 
* Target Supermarket-Sucat 
* Uniwide - Sucat 


+: Pioneer Center Supermarket 
* Rustan's Express Lane- 


Isetann Department Store & 
‘Supermarket — Cubao 
Parco — Quezon Avenue 
Rustan’s Expresslane — 
Banawe 
Rustan's Expresslane — 
Fairview 
Rustan's Expresslane— 
Katipunan 
Rustan's Supermarket — 
Cubao 
Uniwide — Libis 
Uniwide — Novaliches 
Waltermart Supermarket & 
Appliance — E. Rodriguez 

Ali Mall 

* Cinderella 

* Esprit 

+ Rustan's Expresslane. 

Big R Supercenter 

* Big R Supercenter 

* R Abenson Appliance Center 


Ever Commonwealth 
* Ever Department Store, 
‘Supermarket & Appliance 


Farmer's Plaza 

* Fairmart Department Store 

* Rustan's Expresslane 

Robinson's Galleria 

* Anson 

* Cebu Air, Inc. 

* Cinderella 

* Esprit 

* Robinson's Galleria. 
Department Store & 
Supermarket 

SM City North EDSA 

* Abenson 

* Ace Hardware. 

* Cinderella. 

* Esprit 

+ Family Drugstore 

* Health & Beauty 

* SM Department Store & 
Supermarket 

* SM Supersale Club 

SM Cubao 

* Ace Hardware 

* Family Drugstore 

+ SM Department Store 

SM Fairview 

* Family Drugstore 

* Health & Beauty 

* SM Department Store & 
Supermarket. 


SAN JUAN 
* Parco- EDSA 
* Sure Value — Aurora Blvd. 


TAYTAY 
+ Rustan's Expresslane — 
Taytay 


MISSION STATEMENT 


BancNet will be the leading electronic network 
for the convenient, reliable and secured delivery 
of financial and related services for member in- 
stitutions, affiliates and their customers, locally 
and abroad, through the synergy of resources 
and best utilization of technology. 


Banchet Milestones 


1987 - The idea of an ATM consortium is born 
as Ramon C. Arceo Jr. SVP of Philippine Com- 
mercial International Bank; Carlos A. Pedroza, 
SVP of Metropolitan Bank and Trast Company; 
and Jose F. Santos, SVP of Rizal Commercial 
Banking Corporation meet in a forum on pooling 
resources to maximize operations results. 

1990 - BancNet, Inc. is formed by the first 
eight member banks: Allied Bank, China Bank, 
Citytrust, Interbank, Metrobank, PCIBank, 
RCBC and Security Bank. 

1993 - BancNet interconnects with Megalink 

- BancNet Payment System is introduced, 
paving the way for cardliolders to pay bills 
through BancNet ATMs 

1994 - The Point-of-Sale facility enables 
cardholders to shop in accredited department 
stores, supermarkets and specialty shops using. 
their BancNet ATM cards. 

1997 - BancNet becomes an Internet service 
provider, offering lower rates to its member banks. 

1999 - The Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) 
facility is introduced, automating company-to- 
company exchange of data 1 

2001 - The first InterBank Fund Transfer 
through the ATM in the Philippines is launched. 

- The Payment Gateway is to be 
launched before the end of the year. BancNet 
will now have a facility to capture debit and 
credit card payment transactions from the 
Internet and mobile phone. 


‘Supermarket & 
Appliance - Sta. Rosa 


LAS PINAS 

* Uniwide 

SM Southmall 
American Discount 

* Automatic Center 

* Family Drugstore 
Guess? Specialty 
Store. 
Health & Beauty 
Homeworks 
SM Department 
Store & 
Supermarket 

* Toy Kingdom 


MAKATI 

* Anson - Pasay 
Road 

* Goldilock's 
Bakeshop — Park 
Square 
Goldilock’s 
Bakeshop — Pasay 
Road 
IMART — Makati 
Avenue 
Rustan's 
Expresslane — 
Forbes 
Rustan's 
Supermarket — 
Makati 
Rustan's 
Supermarket — 
Rockwell 
Shopwise — Pasong 
Tamo 
Waltermart 
Supermarket & 
Appliance — Pasong 
Tamo 

Glorietta 

* Abenson 

* Cinderella 

* Esprit 

* Guess? 

Greenbelt 

* Automatic Center 

* Cinderella 


Landmark 

* Anson 

Plaza Fair Pasong 
Tamo 

* Plaza Fair 
Department Store & 
Supermarket 

SM Makati 

* Family Drugstore 

* Goldilock's 
Bakeshop 

* SM Homeworld 

* SM Department 
Store & 
‘Supermarket 


MANDALUYONG 
* Family Drugstore - 
Kalentong 
* Rustan's 
Expresslane-Boni 
* SOGO - EDSA 
Pioneer 
* Uniwide- EDSA 
Central 
m; 
Ace Hardware 
‘American Discount 
Cinderella 
Esprit 
Family Drugstore 


HOW TO 


This sales promatonf open to a Mevobenk ET: deposters. To join, a deportes use his Mera ET cardiopay G. 
Ver putos a sores ond upermanke accessed win to GareNe Payer Sym. 


Fer every S00 inge payment sing hs Mercbonk E. card, an eigbie cepostor wi earn a compu genera rate ruber 


D 
s. 
RAFRE DRAWS 


a. MONTHY DRAW PAYMENT PEROD 
Azzo — wesupusmo — pn 
25: 2001 i2 
dua 22. 2001 Tis MEE 
5 

5 


NO.OF wanes — | s. 


AA 
Kise zor 


^ GRAND Dw 
Rope 24,2001 Maren 15-AvgustS, 2001 10,000 L 


E VENUE: Marcterk Hepd Oce, Mazobank Paza, Sen. Gi Puya Ave. Marau Ciy 
Time 300 per 


Tuy GO] winning numbers wi be drawn inta monty rate and fee (15) wil o drawn i e Grand Draw 
Exch winning number wil have a corresponding winning easier who wi win De same prie as Pe deporte’. 


JOIN 
Cos prizes wil be read to te depostar’s accourt: winning cashiers wi be Issued manager's checks. 
A parucipart can win oniy once in each araw. 
afte numbers are equated for o succeeding monti draws but wi encoded nthe 
Wenig ane enses rai nore are qu ng monty 


Wiring cepostors can on again in te succeeding monty draws rcucing ne Grand Draw). 
Weer wi be rotis via registered mal 


Toe winning caster must present the notice ed any valid D viti GO day trom the eclp of h regiered noce. Tre prize 


Mere Foss Manager Dept 11m, Moh Paza. Se Gt Puyat Are, Maat hy Vor Maro Manta we 
ate Mestbark branch species in te regard nonce (or provi winter) 


Prose period March 15 - August 15, 2001. 


Employees o Mercbeek, Is advertsing agency. andi wl relatives up o e second degree of consanguinity or fy re not 
po 


Tre decison of t promo organizers, in concurrence wih ha DIL ls fin 


MeTROBANKET. 


Pay cash without the hassles of carrying cash. 


 BANCNET PAYMERT SYSTEM ACCREDITED ESTABLISHMENTS: 


ie oe‘ Se 


Ove 89 domes ang ilernatoral branches, oficas, and sssdares 
Head Otice: Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gi J. Puyat. 


Mambor ot tne Pilppine Depot instrress Corpora D 


age: tpJwwmetrobani-com ph; E-mail: metobank@metrobank.com ph 
e e gegen 


& 


METROBANK 
A proud member c BENER 


You're in good hands with 


Some Things Are lA mazingly Free 


Swap Your Non-Smart SIM 
For A Smart Gold SIM Card 
And Get All The Perks Of 


Mobile 
Banking 


Mobile Banking access. * Advance Monthly Service Fee 
payable on your first billing. 


4 i 
e SWAP 2 eee GE meteyss qorssear co ere GO LD n 


directory numbers to yoor new number toall GSM numbers in your phone directory, 
SIM for your convenience. so everyone is informed. 


© Free Smart Money SIM card ET) Free Smart Money card ET) Absolutely no cash outlay. 
pred pais i for cashless transactions. QU * No Entrance Fee. m 
ELALI 
d 


bringing she following to any Smare Wireless Center à) A dual-band cuone 


Non-Smare pre-paid and post-paid subscribers can easily swap their SIMs by 
test financial documents. 


m 
with a working nor-Smare GSM SIM b) LD. with plcure c) Proof of biling address d) For plan 3000 and 4000 subscriptions, your 


SHART 
wot Qnazing! 


For more information vist your nearest Smart Wireless Center or call the Srt Customer Care Hotline at 888-1111 


